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Abstract

This paper explores the persistence of race and racism through the conceptual framework
of Lacanian psychoanalysis, arguing that race can be read through Lacan’s psychotic
structure. Drawing on Lacan’s evolving theories of psychosis, the analysis foregrounds
key concepts, such as, the objet a, foreclosure of the Name-of-the-Father, and the
certainties of paranoia. Race is theorized as a psychotic formation wherein the objet a—
typically foreclosed in psychosis—appears in reality, inscribed onto bodies as phenotypic
difference and mediated through fantasies of racial essence. Rather than being overcome
through knowledge or education, racialization persists because it is structured by delusions,
anxieties, and paranoias embedded in the Symbolic order. The foreclosure of the Name-
of-the-Father, central to psychosis, is shown to produce a ‘desireless’ relation to the Other.
The paper also addresses racial paranoia as a form of psychotic certainty, wherein race
functions as a delusional anchor stabilizing both white supremacist and racialized
subjectivities. Through examples from Get Out, Beloved, Candyman, and Cornel West’s
critique of Obama, the paper demonstrates how paranoia both critiques and reproduces
racial logics. Ultimately, the paper calls for a psychoanalytic confrontation with race as a
delusional formation that organizes subjectivity and sustains our racial social order.

Bibliography

Balasopoulos, Antonis. 1997. “The demon of (racial) history: reading Candyman.”
Gramma. Journal of Theory & Criticism 5

Benvenuto, Sergio. 2020. Conversations with Lacan: Seven Lectures for Understanding
Lacan. Routledge.

Black, Jack. 2020. “On Reflexive Racism: Disavowal, Deferment, and the Lacanian
Subject.” Diacritics 48 (4).

Black, Jack. 2021. Race, Racism and Political Correctness in Comedy — A Psychoanalytic
Exploration. Routledge.

Black, Jack. 2023. The Psychosis of Race: A Lacanian Approach to Racism and
Racialization. Routledge.

Bowie, Malcolm. 1991. Lacan. Harvard University Press.

Briefel, Aviva, and Sianne Ngai. 1996. ““How much did you pay for this place?’ Fear,
entitlement, and urban space in Bernard Rose’s Candyman.” Camera Obscura 13
(1).

Brown, Kimberly N. 2020. ““STAY WOKE’: post-Black Imaking and the afterlife of
slavery in Jordan Peele’s Get Out.” In Slavery and the Post-Black Imagination,
edited by Bertram D. Ashe and Ilka Saal. University of Washington Press.

Coffman, Christine. 2006. Insane Passions: Lesbianism and Psychosis in Literature and
Film. Wesleyan University Press.



Fanon, Frantz. 2008. Black Skin, White Masks. Grove Press.

Fink, Bruce. 1999. 4 Clinical Introduction to Lacanian Psychoanalysis: Theory and
Technique. Harvard University Press.

Freud, Sigmund. 1981. The Case of Schreber, Papers on Technique, and Other Works. The
Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud, Volume
XII, 1911-1913. The Hogarth Press.

George, Sheldon. 2016. Trauma and Race: A Lacanian Study of African American Racial
Identity. Baylor University Press.

George, Sheldon. 2022. “The Lacanian subject of race: sexuation, the drive, and racial
subjectivity.” In Lacan and Race: Racism, Identity, and Psychoanalytic Theory,
edited by Sheldon George and Derek Hook. Routledge.

Lacan, Jacques. 1991. The Seminar of Jacques Lacan, Book I, 1953—1954: Freud’s Papers
on Technique, edited by Jacques-Alain Miller and translated by John Forrester. W.
W. Norton & Company.

Lacan, Jacques. 1997. The Seminar of Jacques Lacan, Book III, 1955-56. The Psychoses,
edited by Jacques-Alain Miller. Routledge.

Lacan, Jacques. 2004. The Four Fundamental Concepts of Psycho-Analysis, edited by
Jacques-Alain Miller. Karnac.

Lacan, Jacques. 2006. “On a question preliminary to any possible treatment of psychosis.”
In Ecrits. The First Complete Edition in English, translated by Bruce Fink, in
collaboration with Heloise Fink and Russell Grigg. W.W. Norton & Company.

Leader, Darian. 2012. What is Madness? Penguin.

McGowan, Todd. 2013. Enjoying What We Don’t Have: The Political Project of
Psychoanalysis. University of Nebraska Press.

McGowan, Todd. 2019. “The psychosis of freedom: law in modernity.” In Lacan on
Psychosis: From Theory to Praxis, edited by Jon Mills and David L. Downing.
Routledge.

McGowan, 2021. “Cinema’s paranoid tendencies.” Psychoanalytische Perspectieven 39
(2).

Seshadri-Crooks, Kalpana. 2000. Desiring Whiteness: A Lacanian Analysis of Race.
Routledge.

Vanheule, Stijn. 2011a. The Subject of Psychosis: A Lacanian Perspective. Palgrave
Macmillan.

Vanheule, Stijn. 2011b. “A Lacanian perspective on psychotic hallucinations.” Theory &
Psychology 21 (1).

Winnubst, Shannon. 2004. “Is the mirror racist? Interrogating the space of whiteness.”
Philosophy & Social Criticism 30 (1).

Wyrick, Laura. 1998. “Summoning Candyman: the cultural production of history.”
Arizona Quarterly: A Journal of American Literature, Culture, and Theory 54 (3).

Zizek, Slavoj. 1991. Looking Awry: An Introduction to Jacques Lacan Through Popular
Culture. The MIT Press.

Zizek, Slavoj. 1992. “In his bold gaze my ruin is writ large.” In Everything You Always
Wanted to Know about Lacan (But Were Afraid to Ask Hitchcock), edited by Slavoj
Zizek. Verso.

Zizek, Slavoj. 1999. “The superego and the act: a lecture by Slavoj Zizek.” LiveJournal:
Zizek, August 1999, https://Zizek.livejournal.com/1101.html.




Zizek, Slavoj. 2012. Less Than Nothing. Verso.

Zupanci¢, Alenka. 1998. “The subject of the law.” In Cogito and the Unconscious, Sic 2,
edited by Slavoj Zizek. Duke University Press.

Zupancic¢, Alenka. 2008. The Odd One In: On Comedy. The MIT Press.



