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Why?
◦ It is kind of a norm, thus, increasingly expected.  

◦ CONSORT for Randomized Controlled Trials

◦ STARD for Diagnostic Test Studies 

◦ QUOROM for Meta-analysis of RCTs

◦ RAMESES publication standards for Realist Evaluation 

◦ Standardised reporting provide readers: 

◦ an understanding of the phenomenon under study 

◦ the findings from the data 

◦ relevant and necessary information to enable them to assess the quality and rigour of the study

◦ Researchers: a framework to start writing.  



What?

◦ Existing frameworks

◦ Consolidated criteria for reporting qualitative research (COREQ): 32 items checklist  (Tong et al, 2007)

◦ Standards for Reporting Qualitative Research (SRQR): 21 items checklist (O’Brien et al, 2014)

◦ Enhancing transparency in reporting the synthesis of qualitative research (ENTREQ): 21 items checklist 
(Tong et al, 2012)



How?

D1. Research team & reflexivity 

a) Personal features

• Interviewer/Facilitator 

• Credentials 

• Occupation 

• Gender 

• Experience & training

b) Relationship with participants  

• Relationship established 

• Participant knowledge of the 
interviewer 

• Interviewer characteristics 



D2. Study design 

• Methodological orientation & 
theory 

a) Theoretical framework 



b) Participant selection 

• Sampling 

• Method of approach 

• Sample size 

• Non-participant 



c) Setting 

• Setting of data collection 

• Presence of non-participant

• Description of sample 



d) Data collection 

• Interview guide 

• Repeat interviews 

• Audio/Visual recording 

• Field notes 

• Duration 

• Data saturation 

• Transcripts returned 



D3. Analysis & findings 

• Number of data 
coders 

• Description of the 
coding tree 

• Derivation of themes 

• Software 

• Participant checking  

a) Data analysis 



b) Reporting 

• Quotation presented 

• Data & findings consistent 

• Clarity of major themes 

• Clarity of sub-themes 



So what? 

Following a standardised reporting framework could improve:

• Transparency of the study

• Clarity and coherence in the presentation  

• Quality of reporting



Take away message 

Qualitative research is not only time-consuming, rich, 

complex and expansive but sometimes controversial too, it 

covers  several different methods, ontological and 

epistemological approaches. Therefore, a “one-size-fits-all” 

frameworks for reporting can be limiting, so the existing 

standards can be used as helpful tools for effectively 

communicating research processes & findings. 
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