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The participation agenda means more students now enter the
BSC Nursing course from a diverse range of settings. To
accommodate their differing levels of preparedness for higher
education, the process for assessment, feedback and
feedforward for has been revised to promote the development
of independent learners. Assignments are marked by different
academics without reference to the student's previous work.
As such students do not always link feedback together to
provide a more holistic view of their abilities.

Students are encouraged to reflect on their individual assignment feedback and assimilate

Reflection & synthesis of feedback

this into a holistic self-assessment of their current level of competence in academic study
skills. This aims to promote a deeper understanding of each piece of feedback, as well as
the rehearsal of the meta-cognitive skills described by Bloom . Students rate themselves
against 6 dimensions of academic writing generated by a small group of SHU academics. The
electronic version of the tool then automatically plots a radar diagram, thus catering for

differing learning styles. Additionally, the tool can be saved and re-visited each year to aid

students' progression to the next (higher) academic level of study.

Co-produced action plan
The self-assessment results is then jointly reviewed by the student and their
academic advisor, before a developmental action plan is co-produced.
This process is consistent with Kolb and Dewey's works on reflection,
participation and progression to mastery in that, at the start of the course it
raises awareness of the university's academic expectations. At year 2 it
allows students to reflect on their recent work but then to focus on the most
relevant aspects of their development. Whilst it is hoped that third year
students will have (through engaging with this guided reflective process)
developed the academic writing skills of a competent nurse.
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