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Solo exhibition, NOTHING WILL HAVE TAKEN PLACE OTHER THAN THE PLACE, 
Sheffield Institute of the Arts, hosted by Persistence Works Gallery, Yorkshire Art Space, 
Sheffield, 2018 

 

 

  

NOTHING WILL HAVE TAKEN PLACE OTHER THAN THE PLACE, Sheffield Institute of the Arts, 
hosted by Persistence Works Gallery, Yorkshire Art Space, Sheffield, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Rare State 

 

 

A Rare State, published by [g]host Editions, UK, 2018. Digitally printed, unbound, 38 cm x 57 cm. Edition of 
12 x 12 booklets 

 

A Rare State: is the collective title for twelve booklets – each comprising of twelve unbound 
interchangeable pages, enclosed in a separate cover, with individual title. The booklets 
provide a visual account of the authors performative readings of Stéphane Mallarmé’s poem 
Un coup de Dés jamais n’abolira le Hasard. In this series the act of counting establishes 
Mallarmé as divine divisor––dividing and subdividing the space of the page. In A Rare State 
letters and numbers are rendered and ordered – unified and mobilised to reflect a 
mathematical principal at play. The number is, as Mallarmé writes:   

.. in preparation / tossed and blended / in the first that seeks to grasp it/ as 

you threaten some destiny and also the winds/ the one and only Number that 

cannot be another. 

 

 

 

 



Resurrecting I 

 

    

Resurrecting I, 2016-2017, 12 videos, 12 mins duration 

Resurrecting I – Video installation comprising of twelve videos, twelve minutes in duration, 
recording high-tide on a full moon over the course of twelve consecutive months. The 
installation is presented in the form of a grid – twelve monitors stacked together forming a 
matrix of four rows by three columns. Shown together, the twelve videos perform a 
simultaneous and sequential movement – suggesting the co-existence of two states, 
undermining a purely linear reading of the event, and, of history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

On some Vacant and Higher Surface # 1 and # 2 

 

 

 

 

                           On some Vacant and Higher Surface # 1 and # 2, video still, 2018 

 

 

 



 

Video installation: On some Vacant and Higher Surface # 1, and On Some Vacant and 
Higher Surface # 2 record the artist throwing two blank dice repetitively – first in slow 
motion, then in ‘real time’. This gesture is accompanied by the sound of dice being shaken, 
then thrown, and falling into/onto an ambiguous space/surface. O’Toole recalls the role of 
chance in shaping this work, she writes: ‘the blank dice in the video, originally two small 
blocks of wood, cubes, “spacing devices” intended for use in the construction of a piece of 
flat pack furniture, fell from their packaging, and rolled across the studio floor. A 
coincidence: a chance encounter that focused my attention. I felt compelled to paint each 
surface, layer on layer of white gesso; sanding and smoothing between layers, softening the 
edges, until the cubes attained the weight and feel equal to my idea of the dice’. ‘Dice 
without dots, without numbers, twelve beautiful white squares, joined and separated by a 
line, an edge equal to each fold of the twelve pages of Un coup de Dés.’  

 

 

Nothing Will Have Taken Place Other Than The Place, Installation, Sheffield Institute of the Arts 2018  



The digital animation is part of installation two – comprising of two identical animation 
sequences, one on a white ground and one on a black ground, which play simultaneously, 
establishing a direct relation between the twelve double pages of Un coup de Dés, and the 
twelve sides of the dice. Through a separation of the dots from the dice, and re–presentation 
on a two dimensional surface, a series of drawings and animations depict a self-generating 
chiastic structure. This structure simultaneously constructs and de–constructs itself. 
Presented as both a series of dots and as a series of numbers equivalent to the value ascribed 
to the dots in the dice. The structure takes the form of a grid, suggesting infinite possible 
configurations on a two dimensional surface and, in three-dimensional space.  

 

 

PAINTING INSTALLATION 

 

 

     Variant Sail # I, Installation, 2018 



 

 

  

Variant Sail # 2, Digital print, dimensions variable, 2018 

 

 

                      Variant Sail # 1, Installation detail, 2018  



 

 

          Variant Sail # II, Oil on board, 56cm x 38cm x 3cm, 2018   

 

           

 

GESTURE INSTALLATION  

 

 

          Gesture Installation, 2014–2018 



 

 

 

 

 Gesture, Oil paint on plaster, 74 x 6 x 2cm, 2016–2017 

 



 

    VIDEO INSTALLATION: A Simple Insinuation 

 

 

 

     Nothing Will Have Taken Place Other Than The Place, Installation, Sheffield Institute of the Arts 2018  



 

 

Nothing Will Have Taken Place Other Than The Place, Installation, Sheffield Institute of the Arts 2018  

 

This three screen video installation comprises of: A Simple Insinuation: a performative 
recording of the artist walking to the sea while reciting Un coup de Dés. The artist reads 
between French and English words. Underpinning this reading is a broader conversation 
about the embodiment of sound in a gesture that draws attention to the syllable, words, and 
the visual form of words, to line, and the tension that exists between what we see on the 
page and what we hear.  

The second video, Resurrecting I, recording high-tide, is juxtaposed against A Simple 
Insinuation. At the centre of the image a steel column provides a metaphoric function 
replacing the figure of the artist.  

The third video includes a series of animations depicting a syllabic count of the poem 
represented in dots, then numbers and animated in double page spreads. A further series 
of animations show cumulative and compressed images that run simultaneously and 
sequentially, drawing attention the to the hidden architecture of the poem, and its inherent 
rhythm.   

Series of Animations in order of sequence: 

[…] 

A Product of the Stars 

False Mansion ~1 



False Mansion ~2 

A Common Upsurge is Shedding Absence ~1 

A Common Upsurge is Shedding Absence ~2 

 

Nothing Will Have Taken Place Other Than The Place, Installation, Sheffield Institute of the Arts 2018  

 

 

Nothing Will Have Taken Place Other Than The Place, Installation, Sheffield Institute of the Arts 2018  



 

Nothing Will Have Taken Place Other Than The Place, Installation, Sheffield Institute of the Arts 2018  

 

 

Nothing Will Have Taken Place Other Than The Place, Installation, Sheffield Institute of the Arts 2018  

 

Video Installation: https://vimeo.com/648241884 

Password: SIA-Installation 

https://vimeo.com/648241884


 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 


