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1996). As Cohen (2001) suggests, interactions with mediated figures extend from
identification to dis-identification, love as well as hate and a whole manner of
associations in between. Contemporary coverage is particularly well equipped to put
this contradiction on display, focusing on a number of themes, including lifestyle,
ordinariness and similarity to consumers, as well as gossip and scandal. Moreover,
with the growth of ‘grassroots’ media, such as blogs, fan forums and social media,
including Facebook, MySpace and Twitter, consumers are increasingly able to
engage in debates around such issues and contribute to discourses around football

celebrity (Sanderson and Hambrick, 2012).

Where previous studies on this topic have tended to focus on representation or
consumption, this thesis aims to bring the two together (Napoli, 2010). In doing so, it
explores how football celebrity representations are drawn upon as a cultural resource.
Similar to the work of Crawford (2004), it advocates a move away from a linear
model that works in simplistic stages of production, text and audience. This has both
theoretical and methodological implications for how celebrity is made sense of.
Crawford (2004) points out, that consumption is not only a person-thing relationship,
but is also a person-person relationship. Crawford’s (2004) work highlights that,
‘individuals may ‘consume’ the actions and performances of others’. Whilst in this
instance Crawford is referring to the consumption of action at a live sporting event,
the same could be said for the way football celebrity is ‘consumed’, via the vast
range of mass media outlets increasingly available. In these spaces however, it is not
strictly speaking a person that is being consumed, but rather the representations of

the celebrity.
Aims

The aim of the thesis is to explore the football celebrity commodity, a product
created and circulated by the global culture industry. It therefore explores how
football celebrity is represented, circulated and consumed across a diverse
mediascape, characterised by the intersection of both corporate and grassroots media.
In recognition of the social significance of new media, it seeks to explore how
football celebrity is used as a cultural resource and what functions it fulfils for the

audience. In line with other critical accounts, it will also investigate the extent to

17
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