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A Study of the Parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys 1782-1947

M. J. Griffith

This study examines the impact of change in Rhiw and
Llanfaslrhys betwsen 1782 and 1847 with particular respect to
settlement pattern and lend utilisation. Anticipated character-
istics from this part of highland rural Britain requiring
confirmetion included dispersed settlement, interdependent
agrarian communities | pastorel farming with subsistent crop
growing, poor overland communicetions and intermittent mineral
extraction. Expectations included the slow diffusion of ideas
with fewer, more gradual, less effective changes occurring later
than in lowland Britain. Certain additional characteristics
could be anticipated due to the Welsh context.

Considerable evidence of a varied nature, including
previously unpublished material has been examined. The pericd
studied hass been subdivided intc five phases of approximately
thirty years duration. 1In each phase the themes of continuity
and change are examined with particular reference to settlement,
economic affalirs and social issues.

The evidence indicetes that the dispersed settlement
pattern remained a constant feature. Throughout the study period
agriculture formed the basis of the local economy. The stability
given by the persistence in the siting of farmhouses, of land
holdings and land ownership patterns and by the gradual acceptance
of appropriste imnovation underpinned other fluctuations in the
economy. The Encleosure Acts herelded changes in the distributicn
of cottages and in the occupations and social status of their
inhabitants.

The impact of manganese mining fluctuated. 1In boom
periods the influx of Englishmen brought new influences and
increased earnings eased the cottagers®' poverty. Later tourism
became a secondary source of income. Despite these external forces,
the anticipated influence of religion, education, the Welsh
language and culture combined to resist anglicisation.

Change occurred but was absorbed within the economic
and cultural background. This study illustrates that the concept
of continuity was within the parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys,
mere influential between 1782 and 4847 than that of chenge.
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ABSTRACT .

. This study examines the impact of change in Rhiw.and

Llanfaelrhys between 1782 and 1847 with particular respect to
~ settlement pattern and:land utilisation. Anticipated character-
istics from this part of hlghland rural Britain requiring
" confirmation included dispersed settlement, interdependent
agrarian communities , pastoral farming with subsistent crop
~ growing, poor overland communications and intermittent mineral

extraction. Expectations. 1ncluded the slow diffusion of ideas
with fewer, more gradual, less effective changes occurring later
than in lowland Britain. Certain additional characteristics
could be anticipated due to the Welsh context.

Considerable evidence of a varied nature, including
previously unpublished material has been exanpined. The pepriod
studied has been subdivided into five phases of approximately
thirty years duration. In each phase the themes of continuity
and change are examined with particular reference to settlement,
economic affairs and social issues.

The evidence indicates that the dispersed settlement
pattern remained a constant feature. Throughout the study period
'agriculture»formed the basis of the local economy. The stability
~given by the persistence in the siting of farmhouses, of land

holdings and land ownership patterns and by the gradual acceptance
of appropriate innovation underpinned other fluctuations in the
economy. The Enclosure Acts heralded changes in the distribution
of cottages and in the ‘occupations and social status of their
inhabitants.

, The impact of manganese mining fluctuated. In boom
periods the influx of Englishmen brought new influences and
increased earnings eased the cottagers' poverty. Later tourism
became a secondary source of income. Despite these external forces,
the anticipated influence of religion, education, the Welsh
language and culture combined to resist anglicisation.

Change occurred but was absorbed within the economic
and cultural background. This study illustrates that the concept
of continuity was within the parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys,
more influential between 1782 and 1947 than that of change.
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INTRODUCTIDN

In this study of two rural parishes in the L1§h,peninaula_uf
north west Wales, the emphasis is upon the impact‘of‘varying
degrees of change in the settlement pattern and the land utilisationv
in relatibﬁ to the local community (See Map 31.21,). The study area
exhibits certain characteristics which need to be considered in
the context of the wide range of both former and present-day
patterns of rural settlement and land use found across Britain.
Several zones have been identified by various authors, each being
characterised by recognisaﬁle features such as the predominance ofi
nucleated villages, hamlets or dispérsed homesteadsf(ﬂ]. The
L1§h peniqsula was placed by Thorpé-within the category which has
a close to medium density éf scattéred homesteads with occasional
villages and market towns (2]-' This is but one of a variety of
models which have been suggested to categorise regional settlement
contrasts within Britain. In the ﬁighland/lowlaﬁd concept presented
by Fox, the eastern edge of paleozoic outcrops foﬁmed the boundary
between thesé>two settle@ent zones (3). This concept is recoghised
now as being toq simplistic and has been elaborated to take into
account the interacting elements of those physical, economic and
cultural factors which, opérating over time, produce particular
kinds of settlement patterns and land uses (4).

Regional pattérns of land use are related to a range of
physical factors. The cémbinétion of altitude, rainfall and the
lengthvofvtha growihg season results in contrasting regional
climatic conditions which éorrelate closely‘td.contrasts between
nucleated and dispersed settlement forms (5). The L1yn peninsula

is less harshly affected by .these physical factors than most of
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North Wales. (See Maps 1.5. I-VI). The variety of relief, rocks
and soils togethei with the climatic differénces resulting from
altitude, exposure and location éuperimposes.60nstraints on the
character of Li?n férming‘which in turn affects the settlement
pattern (6).
- The physical environment determined former economic

patterns, many of which became integrated wifh thé historic and
cultural factors which then affect later development. Thése
influences are shown in the farming regions which haﬁe been idehti—
fied in England and Wales by Thirsk and Emery ['J]‘.A, The L1yn |
peniasula is within the "mixed %arming lowland" category. ’HCWBVBI
the relatively high proportion of uplandvuhenclosed at the end of
the eighteenth century and the effect of overland isolation near
the extremity of a mountain-locked peninsula are additibnal-
features of the physicél and economic influences within the stmdy
area which might modify this categorisation.

In Wales, continuify of culture and languége is said to be
a basic énd recurrenfbthemé infiuencing the pattefnjofirural
settlement (8). Four majdr cultural fébtors>afe Tecognised by Thamaé
as having contributed to the evolution of contemporary ruraliland—
scapes in Wales. 'These are the sub-divisions of pre-medieval
tribal society, Anglo-Norman feudalism, the land enclosures of the
eighteenth and'early ninetéenth century and the influences of the
Industrial revolution (9). Within the study area these are cloéely"
interrelated as shown.by thé prermediéval aﬁd»monastic batterns of
land division leading to.opportunities fér extensive upland enclosufe
whibh enaﬁled the spread ﬁf squatter'cottages and smallvholdings
whose viabiiity wés later assisted by Qork‘opportunities,in‘the

nearby'mines.' The Industrial revolution's influence through the
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extraction, from these two rural parishes, of the vast majority of
British Manganeée afe; is howaver expected to be an influence for
change rather than continﬁity.

Study of the-interrelated,effect,of physical, economic and
cultural factors over time‘highlights the prdblems within the
cbncept of continuity and/or change (10). Continuity 0? territorial
organisation and oécupation) and the survival of population and
_1anguage are probably more iikely in diéfficts such as the study
area, and sbme evidence is bresented to suﬁport‘this. Continuity
of‘specific site occupation, of settlement patfern and land use is
iess likely when these éspects 5f a neighbourhood are continually
modified to meet the changing social and economic faétors guch as
population size and market fofces; .The combined effects of a
growth in population, of squatter settlements, the openihgvof
quarries or mines and the spreading in?lyence of Methodism produced
disfricts where apparently pefipheral séptlemenf areas and isolated
- chapels were part of a web of physical, ébﬁnomic and cultural
factofs which gave an underlying unity to the'ccmmunity not
observable by Focussing:merely on the ﬁorphoiogy of settlement;
and which were also influences fp; change (11).

In this study‘aspebts of the cultural influence of
‘educationvahd religion uﬁoﬁ—the rate of change éhd the development
of the community are inveStigated as an important. backcloth to the
main themes of land use‘and settlement pattern. The potential to
examine the effects of. variations in farm sizé and tenure between
a lafge compact estate-owned farm, a fragmented owner-occupied
~ farm and a squatter smallhoiding exists. but is not developed;
rather thé,main themes of land use and seft;ement pattern are

allowed to dominate. The investigation is not however kept too



narrow as . the factﬁrs within the study area during the period

1782 to.1947.whibh'are'thqught important:t0 the processes main-
taining continuity or aésiéting change'cculd.be Verybyaried.

A wide range of evidence has therefore been studied and sélectibn
has taken place to illustrate the two main themes. This includes
} governmént—initiated surveys,_rgports and censuses, authoratitive
‘works on particular aspects qp’periods_of time, estate papers ana
maps, and ihé"rebollections-of‘many ioéa1 people paét and present.
Previously'unpublished material has been used, parficularly concern-
ing manganese minihg and local social conditions, and considerable
%ieldwork has been undertaken. Appendix I contains a selection of
photographic evidence and Appendix II enables-identification of
each site mentioned in the text.

The balance between the interacting components which
constitute the situation in a given district changes over time as
between varying degrees of innovation and stability. For this
reason the period under review in this study is subdivided
historically into phases of approximately thirty years and the
salient variables are described and analysed phase by phase to
demonstrate this varying relationship.

This study aims therefore to investigate in detail the
impact of change in the settlement pattern and the land utilisation
in relation to the local community in two Welsh rural parishes
and, as such, may_contribute to the continuing debate amongst
historical geographers which focusses upon the balance between

continuity and change in settlement patterns (42).
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MAP 1.1: LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA
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CHAPTER ONE

ENVIRONMENTAL BACKGROUND AND EARLY SETTLEMENT

I. ENVIRDNMENTAL BACKGROUND.

The natural environment ﬁf any district requires investigation and
explanation if the effect 0% man upon it is to be analysed appropriately.
The geological strucfures and the pfesence of giacial drift or other
guaternary features greatly affect the relief, coastline, waterways
and soil types within any area’(1). The climatic factors of rainfall,
wind, sunshine and temperature combine to determine optimum. growth
periods, vegetation cover, flora and fauna (2). Man, through
observation, trial and error, and accumulated wisdom, Has exploited
certain features of the natural environment and has attempted to modify
others in order to meet his basic needs and, if possible, provide a
surplus for profit.

In this chahter the physical background of fhe area under review
is studied in order to place the efforts of generations of men in their
natural context.

The study area comprises the parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys
which lie on the southern side of the remote L19h peninsula of Gwynedd in
iNorth West Wales, about eight miles east of its tip. (See Map 1.1.).

A major'physical feature is a central ridge which runs Neorth - South
through the study area, culminating in the 975 foot high rugged outcrop
of Mynydd Rhiw (Ssee Map 1.2.). South of the main col in this central
ridge the tor-like Creigiew Gwineu rises to 725 feet in the area of the
rocky Mynydd Y Graig. Further to the south a smaller col at Bytilith

separates Mynydd Y Graig from the flat topped 525 feet high headland

7



MAP 1.2: STUDY AREA: RELIEF AND MAJOR PHYSICAL FEATURES
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MAP 1.3: STUDY AREA: GEOLOGY
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and to the west of Clip Y Gylfinir (See Map 1.2.). The multiple
effect of manganese mining upon the community is described in later

" chapters. Alternating with these less weather resistant deposits of
éhales, grits and mudstones is_a variety of acid and basic extrusive
tgneous material part of which forms the large basic masses of Mynydd
Penarfynydd, Creigiau Gwineu and Mynydd Y Graig (10).

The intrusive sills east and west of Porth Ysgo overlie sedimentary
rocks and may have afforded the resistance requirgd to allow the
differential coastal erosion and thus the resultant cove with its
lafer strategic importancé (11).(See Appendix I. Nps. 413 & 14).

Differential aerial erosion shownby the north-east / south-west
ridges of volcanic rock on Mynydd Rhiw prdvide a variety of shelter
from the elements for animals grazing at this altitude (12).

The columnar jointing in much of this volcanic material was a boon
to those involved in the building of houses and field walls especially
in the early nineteenth century (13). The exposures below Creigiau
Gwineu were also used as a quarry, and‘Y Graig was another source of
building stone (14).

The geological features of the district were much faulted, possibly
due to the proximity of the boundary with the Precambrian Monian rocks.
The effects of these earth movements include the Formation of the fault
across the central ridge in the position of the main cbl, and the
mineralisation and disturbed formations of. the manganese beds (15).

In Llyn the dominant product of the long continued erosion of the
Tertiary era was a series of gently undulating dissected plateaux .
transecting indifferently rocks of all ages, above which stood the
Monadnock hills including Mynydd Rhiw (16).

Whittow, in his geomorphological study of Ll;n, notes examplés of

these planations within the study area (17). Many of these shelves
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provide ideal situations for house sites (18).

The guaternary succession in Ll?n was complex-and the resultant
covering of drift over much of the study area has been one of the chief
determinants of soil type, drainage and minor aspects of local relief.
These have greatly affected settlement andrland utilisation patterns
since prehistoric fimes (19).

The main Irish Sea glaciation (Wolstonian) completely overran the
Ll;h peninsula, deflecting the Welsh ice stream to the south (20).

The whole(of the study area would therefore have been engulfed by ice
from»the Irish Sea basin to the north, and this accounts for upland areas
of drift and glacial sfraiae (21).

During a later (Upper Devensian) Irish Sea glaciation it would
appear that neither the Irish Sea nor fhe Welsh ice had fhe power to
override areas of high land in south west Ll;n and the study area would
therefore have been subjected to periglacial conditions (22). This may
well account for the tor-like frost shattered scarp of Creigiau Gwineu
and the scree slopes along parts of Mynydd Rhiw and Mynydd Y Graig (23).
Tﬁere is debate concerning the south western limits of the Devensian
advance of the Irish Sea ice; it may have abutted against the western
lower slopes of Mynydd Rhiw and have extended south to Porth Ysgo (24).
The deep gorge of Nant Y Gadwen and some other loéal streams probably
developed as glacial'melt water channéls, influencing later dréinage
patterns, -and, in Nant Y Badwen, exposing bedrock containing manganése
ore (25). .

Thus the whole study area had been covered at least once by glacial
drift ofiginating from the Irish Sea basin to the north. This northern
ice had movéd acroés the area from NNW to SSE depositing calcareous tills,
sands, clays and gravels with many small erratics including flint (26).

This covering of glacial drift considerably modified both the relief
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and the soil types found within the study area. The formation of the
soil of any area is dependgnt on the combination of the solid geology,
superficial deposits and climatic conditions (27). Variations of soil
type usually correlate closely with local agricultural pfactice in land
utilisation and land hanagement and thus indicate areas for potential
ldevelopment (28). Within the parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys the
characteristics of the soils vary_considerably (5ee Map 1.4.).

‘Either side of the central Mynydd Rhiw ridge the lowlands are
covered by a deep mantlelof glabial drift. This boulder clay contaiﬁs
material presumed to be of northern origin, including carbonifercus
chert, limestone and triassic minerals (29). Tﬁese clays mainly comprise
the soils of thé Dinas series, a poorly drained non-calcareous gley,
whilst there are some patches of the very poorly drained peaty gley of
the Merin Series, in the north-west of the study area, bordering on the
former wastes and frequently wéterlogged commonland (30).

The characteristics of the soils of the upland ridge contrast
strongly with those of the lowlands. . The freely drained brown earths
are known to freguently underlie areas qF highest agricultural potential.
Iﬁ the study area these brown earths ére represented along the upland
ridge by the soils of the Rhiw, Madryn and Cadlan series (31). The
parént material of the very fertile Rhiw series is the drift and basic
igneous rock of much of the central upland ridge. It has been demonstrated
that these doleritically derived soils carry twice as many sheep per
acre than. soils on Rhyolite under similar rainfall. Where it occurs
with a deep profile, this is a most agriculturally attractive soil (32).
However some parts of the Mynydd Rhiw ridge are rock dominant and no
soil profile has been able to develop.(See Appendix I. Nos. 1 & 2).

The soil of much of the remainder of the central ridge is of the

Madryn series, formed from the northern boulder clay drift with shales
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and igneous rocks from the underlying Ordvician rock. These form lﬁw
base. status, freely drained soils suitable for arable Cultivation, as

do the soils of the Cadlan Series which»are formed from the Northern
Boulder clay drift and which occur in ribbon-like stretches on the
western flanks of Mynydd Rhiw just above the lowland with its gley

soils (33). These lighter)better drained soils tend to warm up.more
guickly in spring and summer thus producing young grass earlier and,

as freely drained loams, are usually suitable for cultivation. They are
however liable to occasional seasonal drought (34).

The exposed western coastal situation of the study area results in
the district benefitting From.a relatively mild moist climate (35). (See
Map 1.1). The prevailing westerly and sQuth westerly winds are
responsible for both the relativély mild winterS'and the average of
30 days a year with gales (36). Within the study area the proximity of
the sea minimises the range of both diurnal and annual temperatures (37).
The effect of altitude, aspect,the cooling effect of the wind on the
exposed western slopes and the limited sunshine hours on the steep
eastern slopes would cause marked but very local variations in duration
and strength of sunshine and in temperature (38). The length of the
frost vfree season also has a close correlation with altitude and affects
the length of the growing:season and thus agricultural activity (39).

In Ll?h the mildness beneficially affects plant growth in comparison

with much of Wales (SeevMap 1.5.iyii). The coasts of Caernarvonshire
receive more sunshine and less cloud than the uplands (See Map,15;iii)
THe periods of low cloud over the upland of Mynydd Rhiw causes édditional
" variations within the study area.

The passage of cyclonic storms and the moisture laden prevailing
south westerlies drench the uplands of Snowdonia whereas the coastal

A .
lowlands of Llyn receive much lower rainfall totals (40). The upland
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FIGURE 1.1: AVERAGE MONTHLY RAINFALL, 1941 - 1970
AT BOTWNNOG
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ridge of Mynydd BRhiw receives an annual average of 100 - 110 cms.,
whilst the lowlands fo the lee of the ridge enjoys a lower annual
average total of under 100 cms. (See Map 1.5.vI).

The seasbnal distribution of rainfall is typical of western Europe
with October, November and December being the wettest months and
May, dJune and July usually being the driest months, although March and
April have low rainfall in western L1yh.(41) (See Figurek1;1.).

This seasonal variation is associated with the hay harvest of June and
July and the corn harvests of late August and early September. The
annual average number of raindays is 175 - 200 (42).

The ridge of Mynydd Rhiw is . subject to frequent periods of low
cloud, causing reduced sunshine and reduced evaporation. Snow cover is
rare (See Map 1.5,.¥.). Over a 35 year period, absolute drought was
recorded in Ll?n on average once every four years with the maximum of
four droughts within any one year (43).(See Map 1.5,7y)-

The distance from an adequate water supply is a crucial factor in
determining both settlement sites and land utilisation in any district.
When considering the water supply, the district under review can be
divided into two areas. Firstly, the central upland ridge which
includes tHe head watersbof only one stream, and where the water supply
was thained from natural springs and two main wells. (See Map 1.5 ).

In 1947, at the end of the period under review, this area was still
without a supply of piped mains water, and all water was still obtained
from ﬁhe wells and various springs. This had_complicationé for land
use in that during the periods of drought cattle had . to be moved nearer
adequate supplies of water, and also for the manganese operations in
that the ore wes- washed in a field still known as 'Cae Mango'
(Manganese field) where a stream crossed the road on the wéy from the

mines to the small harbour (See Map 1.6. ).
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MAP 1.8 STUDY AREA: WATER SUPPLY AND MAJOR CHANGES IN GRADIENT
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Secondly, the lower land to the east and west of the central ridge,
which was drained by several small streams and was élso supplied. by
wellé dug at most of the old farms. GSome of these streams were
tributariés' of the Afon Daron and flowed away to the west; some joined
the Afon Soch, flowing to the east (44). Three short streams flowed
south through rejuvenated overdeepened glacial meltwater channels,
tumbling over cliffs to reach the sea (45).

There was sufficient headwater on two streams to enable corn mills
to operate, one having existed at least since the fourteenth century (46).
None of the streams were of use as sources. of fish, nor in assisting
with transport in any way. Much of the lowland was dissected by
numerous ditches in an attempt to drain the heavy gley soils. These
areas were often suitable for summer cattle grazing and as hay meadows.

To the south, the sea was a source of food, fish being used to
augment the diet. It was also an important means o% tfansport and
travel. The coves.of Porth Ysgo and Y Rhuol were relatively sheltered

from the prevailing winds and were of much value to the local community.

ITI. EARLY SETTLEMENT.

It was probably a direct result of this prominent coastal position,
with easy access from the sea, that the study area was first inhabited,
most likely by groups of people wandering through and then settling in
the region in pre-historic times.

Wherever man settles he modifies the natural environment.in his
desire to better meet his basic needs for shelter, water and food.
Héligious and cultural, ritual and territorial rights are ffequently
expressed in ways which further modify his habitat. The evidence

of the effect of early man upon the natural environment within the study
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MAP 1.7: STUDY AREA: PREHISTORIC AND MEDIAEVAL SITES
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area takes several forms and indicates his presence periodically, if not
continuously, from Mesolithic times orwards (47). (See Map 1.7,).

It seems probable that in prehistoric times travel was easier by
sea than across forested, rocky or marshy land, and thaf the Irish Sea,
with its surrounding coastal fringe formed a cultural entity (4g).

This focus would have givgn the promontory of Ll;n more significance

than it appears to have when viewed from the. later cultural epicentre of
S.E. England. The treacherous sea passage arcund the western extfemity
of Ll?h may sometimes have been avoided by the traversing of the neck of
the pénihsula. The height of several of the Ll?h hills would have
enabled travellers to take bearings on landfallsbin Ireland and S. Wales.
Thus; over the millennia many groups may well have visited the study
area.

A retouched flint blade, possibly Mesolithic was found in Nant Y
Gadwen, a sheltered stream valley within quarter of a mile of a sandy
cove: an appropriate location for people from a hunting - fishing
economy (49). An estabiished local éociety is suggested by the existence
of the Meolithic Megalithic Chambered tombs of Tan Y Muriau and
Bronheulpg (50). The circular nature of Rhiw qhurchyard may dindicate
the site of an additional monuahent. The Mynydd Rhiw Neolithic stone
axe factory is on the border of the study area, and roughed-out aﬁd
polished axes from this site have been found both locally and at a
considerable distance, probably indicating industry, trade and travel (51).

Bronze Age cairns occur on Mynydd Rhiw and two standing stones
remain near Capel Tan Y Foel (52). A Cinerary urn with a bronze awl
and pommel was uncovered near the col in the Mynydd Rhiw - Mynydd Y
Graig ridge (53). Together these again indicate an organised socciety
with communal activities (54).

Several enclosures, possibly Iron Age defensive structures, are
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found ringing the central Mynydd Rhiw - Creigiau Gwineu ridge (55).
Areas of cultivation and a variety of hut types occur either side of
this ridge; in particular the eastern side shows signs of extensive
field systems resulting from prolonged early cultivation on prime
agricultural land'within the study areav(56). Archaeologists now
consider that in some such areas cultivation may have bégun in Neolithic
times (57).

The earliest surviving documentary reference to ngn is in Ptolemyfs
Geography where Ll?h is named as the Ganganorum Promontorum, the
promontary of the Gangani, who were one of the tribes of Iron Age
Ireland (58). In origin the name Ll?n is related to that of the Irish
province of Leinster, again stressing links with Ireland (59). The use
of Ogam 1in the Llystyn Gwyn Inscribed Christian Stonhe of the fifth -
sixth centuries A.D. testifies to the persistence of Irish influence in
North West Wales (60). Clbser to the study area the fifth - sixth
century A.D. inscriptions on the two memorial étones from Capel Anelog
near Aberdaron indicafe thé presence of an ecclesiastical community,
possibly the nucleus of the later 'clas' at Aberdarcn (61). These
probably represent the early establishment of Eeltic Christianity in
the district in the form of a religious community at Aberdaron (62).

In spite of later medieval rededications by adherents of the Roman
Catholic Church, the percentage of 8eltic dedications in Ll?h churches
is very high reaching 77% (63). This re-emphasises the central

location of Ll?n at a time of sea travel by €eltic saints around the
Irish Sea basin; and also their preference for island sites as places of
betreat (64). Bardsey was an important religious community and later a
place of pilgrimage (65). The €eltic settlement was replaced later by
an Auéuétinian Order and the thirteenth century documents indicate that

the considerable extent of land owned by the Abbey on the mainland
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included part of the study area (66).

Following the English Conguest of Wales by 1284, the medieval
bond townships and areas of common became Crown land (67). Thus within
the area under review the poor agricultural.land of the marshy inland
waste of Rhoéhirwaun and the rocky upland ridge of Mynydd Rhiw and
Mynydd Y Graig became Crown commons. The bond township of Penarfynydd,
which contained rich agricultural land, also became Crown property and
was later leased to favoured subjects (68). Differential development
was therefore already occurring upon the variety of soils and terrain
within the study area.

The Extent of Caernaryonshife describes the nature of the townships,
their inhabitants and certain local duties and taxes (69). It indicates
early settlement sites within the study area.

The development of several of these into the substantial farms in
the period under review is noted in Chapter Two.

Within the former free townships in the study area sites of several
platform houses and their associated field systems overlie some of the
earlier cultivation tracts already described (70). It is thought that
the platform house sités may indicate those early medieval homesteads
which were not sufficiently successful to remain in use and be modified
by following generations. They mainly occur in land which later formed
part of the Plas Yn Rhiw estate and their fossilised state may indicate
an early change in land management within tHat estate.

. The church lands of the Monastery of Bardsey became Crown property
after the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 153&., Much of this land was
acquired gradually by the local équirarchy including the Ll?ﬁ families
of Bodwrdda, Carreg, Bodfel and those families at Meillionydd, Methlan
Nanhoron, Cefn Amwlch and Brynodol (74). . (See Map 1.g.). Within the

area under review these former church lands comprised much of the more
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productive undulating lower land to the west of Mynydd Rhiw ridge.

The pattern of widely dispersed settlement was therefore already
apparent in the sixteenth ana seventeenth centuries. It resulted from
the development of the Crown-owned bond ' land, the gWwelyau of the
free townships and the consolidation of the Formér monastic hamlets
and produced a pattern of widely scattered homesteads across all but
the Crown commons.

Thus since Mesolithic.times, man has selected those aspects of the
natural environment within the study area which he has perceived as
best meeting his needs. The patterns of later use have been superimposed
upon the signs of earlier settlement and land use, so that incomplete
evidence remains where the earlier work was too substantial to remove,
or when it occurred .in areas not requiring modificatien to meet later
needs. Some monuments became incorporated into later features and a
few have been discovered as chance finds.

When the size of the population grew or the climatic conditions
improved, settlement became more dense and cultivation extended into
higher altitudes. ~Periods of centralized management, by Abbot, Prince,
King or later landlord would also have modified both settlement and land
use, as would the results of wars; famine and disease. The period
selected for study is thus clearly rooted in a matrix of geolcgical,
climatic and historical conditions from which all further developments

occur.
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CHAPTER TWO

CONDITIONS IN 1782: SETTING THE SCENE.

The date of 1782 has been selected as an appropriate starting point
in this study for three reasons. First, this date was a turning point
in the economic development of Caernarvonshire (1). In 1781
Richard Pennant had secured control over the undivided Penrhyn inheritance,
making it amongst the largest estates in the county. He was then able
to provide the leadership regquired to commence improvements in
Caernarvonshire's stagnant industries, agriculture and communications
systeﬁ (2).

Secondly, 1782 is the earliest date for which records concerning
all farm holdingswithin the parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys may
collectively be studied. These records exist in the form of the Land
Tax Assessment Lists and contain information on each holding givinQ its
name, owner, occupier and the assessments made from 1782 until 1819 (3).
By studying these documents alongside estate surveys, rentals and
valuations dated 1774-1790, it is possible to comment upon the division
of land ownership, the relative value of holdings and the settlement
patterns of that period (a).

Thirdly, it has prowved possible to obtain information from a wide
variety of sources in order to form an impression of the social conditions
of the time. These include aspects of welfare and charity, law and
order, and religious and educaticnal developments (5). It is therefore
possible to use this information as a base from which aspects of both
continuity and change over the following 360 years can be studied in the

parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys.
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I. SETTLEMENT AND LANDOWNERSHIP.

It is possible to plot the settlement pattern in a stable farming
district such as the area under review, by using later maps of the whole
area such as the 1816 survey for the First Edition Ordnance Survey Map
and the 1842/44 Tithe Commutation Maps together with fragmented estate
surveys (6). 1In this way the site of eachitenement named in the 1782
Land Tax Assessment Lists can be established. There may have been other
tenements in existence which were not noted for assessment or redemption.
However, the close correlation between listed tenements and details in
extant pre-1790 estate documents suggest that there were few, if any,
such additional settlements (7).

Map 2.I. indicates the distribution of settlements in 1782,
together with the two areas of Crown common as identified in 1802 and
1811 and the roads as surveyed in 1816 (8). It is unlikely that these
features were considerably modified between 1782 and 1816 and they are
therefore used in the following comments upon the 1782 settlement
pattern. Map 2.I. shows a widely dispersed pattern of settlement
similar to that in many parts of culturally and eccnomically remote
areas designated as "Highland Britain" at this time. There were no
concentrations around any focal point, although the pattern does indicate
links with aspects of the topography, communications network and
historical background of the district.

The boundaries of the common land form a clear demarcation line for
both settlement and land utilisation. Only four of the fifty-three
settlements were encroachments within the Crown commons and three of
these were in the upland common. The effect of attitude is indicated in
Table 2.7 and Map 2.3., emphasising the problems associated with exposure

at high altitudes and of poor drainage at low altitudes.
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MAP 2.1: SETTLEMENT PATTERN IN 1782 N
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SETTLEMENT IN 1782 IN RELATION TO SOILS
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SETTLEMENT IN 1782 IN RELATION TO ALTITUDE
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Table 2.1. Settlement and Altitude in 1782.

Dwellings over 600 10
Dwellings between 350' - 600°' ' 25
Dwellings below 350' 18
Total number of dwellings ) 53

The henefits gained by the twenty-eight dwellings on the sunnier
western slopes were almost equalled by those received by the twenty-five
dwellings oﬁ the more sheltered eastern slopes (9). There were no
dwellings along the col or the ridge. The underlying soil was clearly
an important consideration with thirty-four dwellings being on fertile,
free draining brown earths as compared with nineteen on wet gley
soils (10). (See Map 2.2. Ch.1. pd4). Dwellings tended to be built
on level sites or, if necessary, endways - on, tucked into the hillside
to avoid surface water (11). They were within reasonable distance from
tracks and roads and there was a slight concentration near each of the
two coves used for coastal shipping.

Figure 2.1%. shows an analysis of the distribution‘of the rates in
the 1782 Land Tax Assessments and reflects the distribution in value of
the holdings. This would vary according to a combination of factors
including acreage, type and condition of land, aspect, slope, land use
and, indirectly, land ownership. It must be»accepted that the Land Tax
Assessment Listsimay not be complete or accurate. Nevertheless
comparisons can usefully be made using the distribution of Assessment

Values in each parish (12).
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FIGURE 2.1: ANALYSIS OF DISTRIBUTION OF LAND TAX

ASSESSMENT IN 1782
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Table 2.2. AssesSment'Rates'in21782.

Rhiw -Llanfaelrhys
Number of holdings assessed .34 | 100% 26 . 100%
Assessment of ‘5/- and under . 23 67% | 13 50%
- 10/- -4 12% 5 19%
. 10/1d - £1 5 15% 4 15%
 '$1:1:Ud - &2 0 0% 2 8%
£2:71:0d - §3 D2 B% 2 - 8%
Table 2.3. 'Land Ownership in 1782.
Total Assessment of land Rhiw [ Llanfaelrhys . Total
belonging Lo the estate of:
- £ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d.
Meillionydd 1.40.2 7.45.0. 9. 5.2.
Nanhoron 4.14,93 1.15.43 6.10.2.
Glyni1lifon - - | ==m=-- 2. 8.6. 2. 8.6,
Plas Yn Rhiw 3. 1.6. -—-e- 3. 1.6.
Brynodol 2. 4.8. | = =m=mm- 2. 4.9.
Others (10) 1.18.2%1 | (8) 2. 6.3% |(19)4. 5.6.

The pattern of distribution in Figure 2.%. and Table 2.2. clearly

indicates a concentration of very low assessments in both parishes, but

especially in Rhiw. There is also a more marked gap in values in Rhiw

with only two tenements being assessed at over sixteen shillings,

" compared with six in Llanfaelrhys despite its smaller total of tenements.
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This probably reflects.thg higher . number of large\and.mediumvsized
_ farms within Llanféelrhys: for.whiéh‘there‘are historical and
topographical reasons.

Thé,control exercised by.the five main land owners can be
seen in-Table 2lé. where the value of their lands can be compared with
that of the nineteen other-land owners.

A humber of the farms named in 1782 were on the sites of much
earlier settlements. This factor combined with the implications of
land ownership for future development, can usefully be clarified by
a brief examination of the history of settlement in the district.

Prior to the English conquest of Wales by 1284 this district was
part of the commote of Cymyd Maen and contained distinct areas under
either ecclesiastical or secular lordship.(43). ' (See Map. 2.4.).

The monastery on the island of Bardsey, some six miles to the west,
enjoyed extensive properties and privileges on the mainland within
the study area west and north of Mynydd Rhiw. ~ Amongst these-was the
coastal township of Ultradaroﬁ which ipcluded the hamlets of Ysgo and
Llawenan. These were probably grain producing areas, and a grange
was recorded at.the neighbouring hamlet of Cadlan. Further inland:
was énother grange, Cwmdylif, now in the lands of Meillionydd

farm (14).

The secular 1ordsﬁip was under the control of Llewelyn and
contained both the free communities in the townships of Rhiw and
Bodrhydd, and also the servile bond hamlet of Penarfynydd. In 1352
this hamlet was still required to render.dues and a certain measure
of corn.to the Lord's»ménor at Neigwl, approximately one mile east

of the study area (415).
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In 1284 Edward I succeeded by "right of conguest"  to the
territories of Llewelyn and the areas of common, manors and bond
townships became Crown Land (16). This greatly influenced the
pattern of later land ownership. When purchase of these lands became
possible in Elizabethan times, the consolidated bond townships were
usually purchased as a unit, and they have tended to remain as distinct
units up to the present day. Penarfynydd is as example of this (17).
Both rocky upland and marshy lowland commons remained Crown land until
the Enclosure Movement in the early nineteenth century, although
encroachments have no dogbt been made Dverv the centuries (18).

After the dissolution bf the monastery of Bardsey in>1536 the
development of local estates such as Bodwrdda and later Meillionydd
occurred. Tudor surveys indicate the early development of monastic
hamlets such as Ysgo and Llawenan into. the consoclidated farms now on
these sites (19). Much of the free township of Bodrhydd was contained
in the later eccleséiastical parish of Llanfaelrhys although a small
farm of that name survives just beyond the parish boundary.(ZO)..Im the
free townships the policy of. partible inheritance led to the ownership
of small scattered parcels of land by the descendants of a common
ancestor (21). This uneconomic structure was maintained by strong
community relationships in the communal working of the land as well
as through family ties (22).

By the eighteenth century fhe failure to produce male heirs and
a series of early deaths resulted in several local family estates
. being absorbed, by marriage, into larger more distant estates, with
some of the implications of absentee land lords.

Bodwrdda estate was absorbed by Coytmor and later sold to
Richard Edwards of Nanﬁoron (23). His family had previous gained

Bodwyddog through marriage, thus enlarging an estate of growing
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MAP 2.6: LAND OWNERSHIP CIRCA 1782
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importance in the area (24). The former holdings of the Cefn Amwlch
_estate within the study area appear:to have been sold to a variety

of small holders around 1774 at a time when the family may have been

in financial difficulty (25). The Bryﬁodol estate, Forﬁerly a cadet
branch of Cefn Amwlch, which owned three holdings in Rhiw, remained
stable during this period. The Meillionydd estate passed, on the
marriage of the heiress, to the Vaughan family of Nannau and Hengwrt (e6).
The smaller compact estate of Plas Yn Rhiw passed, with the marriage

of that Heiress:ta William Williams but this family continued to live

in Rhiw (27).

The important develoﬁmeﬁts in land ownership can be seen in
Map 2.5. The large compact farms frequently indicate those former
monastic and servile hamlets, whilst the irregular shape of dispersed
plots indicate some of the small holdings acquired later by those
purchasing land to consolidate their estates.

By 1782 the lands of the two locally based estates, Plas Yn Rhiw-
and Bodwyddog, appear to have developed contrasting settlement patterns.
The Plas Yn Rhiw estate contained nine farms in addition to the mandr
house, with these forming a "girdle settlement" arcund the circumfer-
ence of the estate which, for fhe greater part, bordered on upland
common land (28). Bodwyddog (See Map 2.5.), however, remained as a
single farming unit. This may have been due to its position at a
lower altitude on less steep but also less fertile slopes, or to the
fact that it had become part of the extensive Nanhoron estate.

Differences highlighted by the séttlement pattern, size and.
location of holdings, and land ownership greatly affected later

economic development.
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II. ECONOMIC AFFAIRS.

In the 1780s Caernarvonshire showed little vigour in econdmic
affairs, with the limited exception of slate quarrying (29). 1In the
Ll?n peninsula, as in other remote areas in the so designated’
"Highland Zone" of Britain, the general population dwelt in dispersed
mainly self-contained, almost self-supporting communities, farming
small holdingsArented from frequently distant landed gentry (30).

The evidence for the economic conditions in specific localities
is to be found from twb main sources. Firstly, an overall picture
may be given by the passing visitor who, unaware of local conditions,
customs and probably language, may only comment on the unusual, or
on that in which he is particularly interested. Secondly, detailed
but fragmented information can be obtained from a variety of surveys
and rentals of difFerent dates from some of the estates, from Probate
Inventories and wills and from government and ecclesiastical
documents. By collating various references to the district, it is
possible to gain some impression of the economic circumstances
prevailing around. 1780. |

In this rémote district of North West Wales a virtually medieval
farming economy continued undisturbed until the later part of the
eighteenth century (31). The small tenant farmer and freeholder of
necessity practised mixed farming in order to supply the majority of
his basic requirements iﬁ food and clothing. The sale of store
cattle was the chief method of obtaining the rent money. There were
marked topographical and soil variations even within each district,:zand
these affected the. pattern of land utilisation locally.

With very‘fewbexceptiohs the land of Llﬁn at this time remained

unimproved and almost entirely treeless (32). There were some areas
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of good grazing suitable for both cattle and sheep (33). The chief
produce’ of Ll;h was the small sturdy black cattle of which over 3,000
were sold annually (34). The cattle drovers followed the drove routes
from the cattle fairs and markets at Sarn and Pwllheli (35). They
travelled across country to England often taking the store cattle to
the Midlands and East of England for fattening prior to their sale
at Barnet Fair and Smithfield market in London (36)., These drovers
had an important place in the economy, convefting produce iﬁto usable
wealth. They made a great chtfibution to the social 1life of the
countryside, bringing back news of events in London and in Parliament
and introducing fashions and ideas from England to these rémote
districts (37); Drovers were used as agents, carriers and bankers,
and in the ordering, transporting and payment of .goods available ohly
from the towns and cities of England. They are thought to have brought
into the region'examples of new seeds, fruits and vegetables which they
had seen on their travels (38). Ore local drover William Lewis of
Bodwrdda, which is still a cattle-rearing farm, was buried at
Llanfaelrhys church on his death in 1758 and there may have been
other drovers from the study area (39).

| Writing in 1782 Marshall reported that every province of fhe
Principality seémed to produce a separate type of cattle. Mouse
colouredvcattle were found in the Ll;n péninsula (40). However, later
Welsh cattle were usually black, small in stature and became known as
"runts" i.e. store cattle. It was usual for the best cattle tb be
sold, as these were the mainstay of the'economy, obtaining the highest
prices. Therefore the remaining bulls did little to improve the
quality of the herd (41). |

Secondary products such as butter and cheese were exported probably

to the growing industrial towns of England (42). However it is likely
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that these were luxury products rather than surplus to local require-
ments. Leather and horn would have been other by-products essential
in the semi subsistence nature of the rural econocmy.

Following the passing of an Act 1811 to enblose commons and waste
lands in Rhiw, Llanfaelrhys,>8ryncroes and other pari5hes 'in Ll?n,
there was a dispute concerning the rights QF tenants who grazed sheep
upon the commons of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys (43). In 1812 local tenants
of the two major landowners gave evidenée listing some twenty five
Aberdaron parishioners grazing sheep on these commons (a4). These
would haye been in addition to the grazing rights of the parishionefs
of Rhiw anHleanFaelrhys. The evidence given frequently stresses rights
of cQstomary_use and refers to practices occurring over the previous
twenty - thirty years. These emphasize the annual turning of sheep
onto the common for grazing and confirm the importance of the gate
across the trackway.at the boundary of the upland common..

The district was known for the small hardy Rhiw breed of sheep
which only became extinct in the 1950s (45).  These sheep were said
.by the owners of the last flock to have been kept in theblocality by
that one family since monastic times (46). They were said to be éble
to survive the bleak local conditions (47). This tanfaced breed
was lighter in fraﬁé and in wool than even the unimproved modern Welsh
mountain sheep, and the lambs did not fatten until the second year (48).
In the eighteenth century local wool provided the raw materials for
homespun clothing and knitted wear, with little surplus for sale (49).

In common with much of North Wales, agricultural practice was
said to be a century behind that of South East England (50). However
one suspects that few practices successful on arable land there could
be usefully followed in the study area due partly to topographical

and climatic differences. A dismal description of the state of
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agriculture in the neighbouring district of Eifionydd around 1760 was
later recollected as. follows:

"No ground was then fallowed, no pease, grass, turnips or
potatoes raised, no cattle fattened and little grain sold. Oats
and barley wefe'alternately sown, and during seven months of the
year the best soil was ravaged by flocks of sheep, a certain number
of which were annually sold and carried off to be fed in richer
pastures ..... When seedtime was finished, the ploughs and harrow
were laid aside till autumn, and_the sole employment of the farmer
consisted in weeding his corn field and digging and conveying home
peat, turf aﬁd heath for winter fuel. The produces of a farm .....
was barely sufficient to pay the trifling rent and the servant's
wages and to procure his family a scanty subsistence " (51). Much
of Ll?n would have been in a similar condition although Pennant was
able to comment that the chief produce included ocats and barley even
though the land was in an unimproved state (52). This would have been
normally for.household conéumption. Earlier in the eighteenth century
occasional cargoes of grain were sent to English cities, farmers being
tempted by the good prices obtainable there (53). However, Ll?n and
Eifionydd remained normally dependent on corn imports in the mid
eighteeﬁth century, and in 1751 hungry mobsvstormed the port at
Pwllheli in an attempt fo,brevent vessels sailing with provisions so
much needed at home (54).

There was as yet little use of potatoes,but there was some
expansion in.linen manufacture, the flax being grown locally and
dressed by domestic labour at Pwllheli (55). |

Along the north coast at Ll?h herring were caught "in vast
abundance" in 1771 and the annual value was estimated at £4,000 (56).

Pennant however commented unfavourably upon the combination of fishing
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and farming which was common in the coastal district of Ll;h (57).

In contrast Davies thought the dual economy was necessary in order

to sustain a family (58). The involvement of local farmers through
the buying of shares in boats noted in inventories from other parts
of Ll;h is likely although not proven in the study area.

Afforestation was neglected and in Ll;n trees are only mentioned
"around the houses of the gentry" (59)

By. 1780 most of the land below the upland common in the study
area was probably already enclosed (60). The exchange of isolated
quillets thland, relics of the formef openfield and partible inherit-
ance systems, was taking place to enable landowners to consclidate
their individual farms and build substantial fences arocund each
field (61)..

In 1778 the large Vaynol estate, which owned extensive lands

“in L1dh, introduced new tenures of twenty one years (62). Such
leaseholds were uncommon at the time in Caernarvonshire where the
almost unlimited tenaﬁcies at will, whose effect on the gquality of
farming is debatable, were general (63). The Vaynol leases included
clauses optimistically designed to ensure the méintenance of the
tenements in good repair (64). There appears in an analysis of a
later valuation to have beén a close correlation between the quality
of “the farming and the state of the fences - a term which iﬁcludes
stone walls (65). No mention’is made in the valuation of demand
for prodqce outside the farm (66). Enterprise was said to be inhibited
by several influences. Firstly the ancient practice of intermixture
of fields tended to result in neglect. Secondly, the following of
another occupation such as quarrying or fishing resulted in less
attention being given to the farm. Finally, there was a lack of

incentive as tenants knew that improvements might be followed by rent
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increase (67). Hyde Hall strongly criticized this approach stating
that landlords ought instead to compensate tenants for extensive
improvements (68).

It wquld seem from the 1774 deed of lease for Blawty, a farm
bordering on the étudy area, in which provision is made regarding
tillage, .planting young trees, harrowing and so on, that at this
period the Bfiffith family,Cefn Amwlch and;the.Asshetoanmith family,
Vaynol were amongst the few gentry said by Pennant to be setting a
laudable example (69); |

In Caernarvonshire as a whole there was no apparent interest in
copying the practical and fruitful experiment and ideas of Henry
Rowland in Anglesey, later published as "Idea Agficulturae"(70),
nor on following the advanced but rather costly methods of potato,
clover and turnip cultivation with accompanying benefits for feeding
cattle, as practised in the 1730s by Edward Wynne of Boderwryd,
Anglesey (71). None of the early innovators described by Emery come
from Caernarvonshire (72). As far as agricultural development were
concerned, Caernarvonshire lagged behind even the remainder of North
wales (73). It was a mainly pastoral area, with conservatiQe
attitudes.

Dodd suggests that the main reas0n for the backwardness found
throughout Caernarvonshire was the lack of leadership rather than the
lack of capital (74). Both were relevant factors and are closely
linked with the fact that many of the great estates to which local
gentry, freeholders and tenant farmers had been accustomed to look
for leadership, had passed to non-resident owners. Even though
resident, Wynns, of Glynllifon with their vast estate, still "found
politics more paying tHan turnips and as yet contributed little to

the agricultural advance beyond the introduction of some superior
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MAP 2.6: WESTERN CAERNARVONSHIRE: LATE 18th CENTURY
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strain of cattle from England" (75).

Improvements in tillage, crop rotation and in the variety and
quality of crops producéd required complex interrelated planning.
Technigues in draining, manuring, stock control and breeding had
first to be acguired. The pasition of the land agent was therefore
of utmost importance in giving guidance and encouragement (76).

However, many agents were guite unlearned in agricultural developments.:
being, for example, clergy or retired military men'(??).

Other inhibitory Faotors included the often unfavourable
environmental conditions and the conservatism and hereditary
préjudices of even the opinion leaders amongst the tenantry (78).

The language difficulties between agent and tenanf, or those‘encountered
by a Welsh farmer travelling in England, together with the lack of
publications in Welsh on agriculture were additional preblems (79).
Inadequate capital resources were yet another factor inhibiting
development and necessitating the use of antiquated albeit‘practical
equipment (80). Virtually all the laﬁded estates in North Wales were
heavily mortgaged during the late eighteenth century (81). The ma jority
were mortgaged in order to cancel out debts or to finance legacies,

not for the sake of investment in schemes of agricultural improvement (82).
The absence of security and tenants' rights inhibited innovation as dia
the ties of kinship and religion amongst adopters of the new methods (83).

The lack of a road network was a major factor in the economic
backwardness of the region (See Map 2.6.). Prior to the formation of
the Turnpike Trusts travei was of necessity on foot or horseback along
trackways, with wheeldless sledges being used to carry peat, minerals
or slate (84). The London to Dublin route through Holyhead was, apart
from the remote drove routes, the main link with England and was used

‘by those gentry travelling for political or social reasons. The
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formation in 1769 of the old Caernarvonshire Turnpike Trust resulted
in the maintenance of a road from beyond Conwy through Bangor and
Caernarvon, to Pwllheli. It was of great significance in the develop-
ment of Caernarvonshife. Later this event was looked back upon as
having "first opened up the remoter region of Ll;h to itinerant trade
and so roused the long dormant spirit of local amelioration" (85).

The stimulus of outsiders bringing theirvgoods and capital together
with their knowledge of and experience in more advénced agricultural
industrial and social developments elsewhére, was now within a dozen
miles of the study area. It is not known whether the increased
potential of the market at Pwllheli and beyond was quickly appreciated,
although it still remainéd customary for goods to be transported by
sea from local coves to Pwliheli harbour rather than overland along
the drbve routes and ancient pilgrim tracks which traverse Ll;n (86).

Pennant referred to the dangerous bay of Porth Neigwl as being
"dreaded by mariners" (87), but it is known that boats were built at
Rhiw and Aberdaron and that coastal shipping was of much importance (88).
Pwllheli was at this period the chief ship-building port of
Caernarvonshire, and together with Nefyn, was a point of departure
‘for merchandise going to Liverpool and further afield (89). Along
with the drovers, sailors formed a mobile section of the community,
bringing back news and ideas, but lacking in the political, social or
financial power to fully develop any innovations.

The communications network was improving and there was better
access to and from distant markets. However, opportunities for
comfortable travel or travel for educational,. social, cultural or
political purposes were still very limited.

There was no evidence at this time of any local mining or quarry-

ing within the area under review, nor of any woollen industry which
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"might have beriefitted from improving transport facilities.
Thus, for a variety of reasons the rate of diffusion of inform-
ation concerning innovatory practice which might bring economic -

development was still extremely slow and by 1782 developments were

minimal.

IIJ. SOCIAL ISSUES.

The dispersed séttlehent pattern and lack of agricultural
improvements in the study area correlate with the poverty of the
majority of the population in Ll;n (90). Their houses were said to
be "very mean, made with clay, thatched and destitute of chimney" in
contrast to tﬁose of the gentry (91). However some repairs within
the study area were being made by landlords (92). Payment of rent in
kind is illustrated in Rhiw in the 1770s where allowances included
hens, butter, a bullock, a cow or calf, work on stone walls, looking
aftef sheep and foddering calves (93). However many were in debt (94).
The commons were used as a source of fuel and bﬁilding material and as‘
watering places (95). Dress and diet consisted of what could be
obtained locally (96). Epidemics swept through Ll;h in the 177@5 and
around 1782 (97).

The Elizabethan Poor Law Act was not adopted in Caernarvonshire
until the 1770s (98). By 1776 poor rates were being levied, raising
£1;185.0d and £2:12s.0d in Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys respectively (99).

By 1785 these had altered to £3:17s.0d and £ 2:11s.0d respectively (100).
In 1786 othef funds to support the poor in Llanfaelrhys yielded only

ten shillings (101). Even’with the small population, family charity

and the bounty of the gentry could no longer provide suFFicient relief

and the Poor rates increased (102). The economic poverty was mirrored
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in social conditions for the vast majority.

During this period remarkable religious changes were occurring.
Following the visits of Howel Harris to Caernarvonshire from 1741 -
onwards, Methodism took root in L1;h (103). Morgan Griffith, Bwlch
Y Rhiw starfed preaching around 1744. The first recorded Methodist
sermon Within the study area was given at Plas Newydd farm around
1772 (104). Chapels had then been built in two neighbouring
parishes (105). 1In 1776 it was recorded in Rhiw that "great many
follow them, but none that preaches" (106) The fabric of Rhiw church
in 1776 was poor, the deterioration being hastened by the general
stagnation in church life combined with the increased involvement
with the vigbrous style in Methodism (107). Methodism was linked with
a demand for education and an active press (108). Since 1618 Botwnnog
Grammar School had provided elementary education for a few boys
locally (109). From 1741 however, the well organised circulating
schools of Griffith Jones spread. throughout Wales (110). Teachers
stayed three months in a parish, teaching children by day and adults:
in the evenings, in order that they might read the Bible in Welsh (111).
Table 2.4. indicates likely pupil contact and thus educational
opportunity within the study area in spite of the problematic
figures (112).

Table 2.4. The Schools of Griffith Jones. 1741 - 1777.

Rhiw Llanfaelrhys '
Population in 1749 . 150 . 135
Greateét number of pupils in 1 year 56 50
Number of school sessions v 9 7
Total of pupils ' 393 274
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The local Welsh presses became active from |776 and the readiness
With which weavers and smallholders became teachers and preachers
‘suggests a growing reading public (113). The influences of Methodism
and education combined to produce men accustomed to local leadership (114).
It is unlikely that more than a few of the inhabitants of Rhiw and
Llanfaelrhys would have had the need‘or opportunity to speak, read
or write in English. They could not therefore take advantage of any
exchange of ideas through that medium. |

The early 1780s can be said to have been the start of a new phase
in the development of the district. Enlightened leadership by some
politically and socially influential gentry was heralding developments
in communications and in agrarian and iﬁdustrial practice. The spread
of non conformist religious beliefs together with opportunities for
basic education in Welsh laid the foundations of new community
structures and for the formation of moral and social codes of
behaviour (115). These were able to offer support toc the majority
of the population in their poverty and enable them to face the local
developments that changes in national and international affairs were

about to initiate.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE STUDY AREA BETWEEN 1782 AND 1816.

1816 has been selected as an appropriate date for the end of
the first phase in this review as it‘highlights three interrelated
occurences significant to the study of. the parishes of Rhiw and
LlanFaelrhys. Firstly, one effect of the Napoleonic wars was the
hasfening of agricultural development in general, and, in particular,
the enclosure of common land. The Bhoshirwaun Enclosure Act of 1802
included a small part of the study area (1). The Enclqsurs Act of
1811 involving Bhiw, Llanfaelrhys and several other perishes had a
much greater local significance for settlemsnt pattern, land owner-
ship and land utilisation (2). By 1816 these Acts were being
implemented within the study area.

Secondly, the first edition of. the Ordnance Survey Maps of the
district were surveyed in 1816 at a scale of 2" to 1 mile (3). These
gave, for the first time, an accurate and comprehensive survey of
the siting of buildings and roads throughout the area under review,
thus clearly indicating the settlement pattern at that date.

Thirdly, the end of the‘Napoleonic wars in 1815 broUght about
a series of changes with great economic and social consequences for
the following decade. 1816 is therefore a convenient and suitable

time at which to re.appraise changes within the study area since 1782.
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I. SETTLEMENT.

This was a periqd of much development concerning both_settlement
and land ownérship. So far as can be ascertained from estate
documents and plans and Land Tax Assessment returns, there wére fifty-
three houses within the study area in 1782 (4). Their dispersed
pattern of distribution has been commented'upon in- the previous
chapter. By 1816, fifty-four additional houses had been built; whilst
none of the former houses had bEComé uninhabited. (See Map 3.1. and
Table 3.1.). |

The position of these buildings can be ascertained by using aA
variety of cartographic material. Detailed but fragmentary estate
plans survive for some parts of the study area, and these cleafly
identify certain buildings by name. Houses within thoée.parfs of the
study area included in either the 1802 or 1811 Enclosure Acts are also
cléarly marked on the surveys and schedules associated with these Acts,
ahdvthuérmany of the newer settlements can be positiVely identified.v

The 1816 surveyors! drawings which preceded the-fifst editioh
Ordnance Survey Maps are the First reliable survey of the whole area,
and both confirm and complete the fragmentary estate and enclosure maps.
The Ordnance Survey Map identifies but does not name every buiiding.
Howgver, because of the tradition .af stability'in the majority of house
names, it is possible to identify by name each house standing in 1816.

Dne;particular value of the Ordnance Survey Map is that it
indicates the stage of development reached in 1816 by the network of
local roads and tracks. Field boundaries, however, are not reliable
and it is not clear whether 'rough pasture' signifies unenclosed graiing

land, whilst rough pasture within the bounds of farms remains unshaded (5).
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MAP 3.1: SETTLEMENT PATTERN 1782 - 1816 N
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Table 3.1. Settlement Developments 1782 - 1816.

Total dwellings in 1782 ‘ - 83
Total dwellings in 1816 | 107
Dwellings uninhabited between 1782 - 1816 0
New dwellings between 1782 -.1816 | 54

Table 3.2. New Settlement Pattern 1782 - 1816.

Total of new dwellings 54
New dwellings within former upland common 31
‘New dwellings below common to the west 18
New dwellings below common to the west and on roadside 16
New dwellings below common to the east 5
New dwellings below common, to the east, and on coast 4
New dwellings near roadside 22

‘Table 3.2. indicates the pattern of the new settiements. The most
noticeable factor is the emphasis on the use of the upland common for
the siting of new settlements. (See Map.3.1.). Unauthorised squatting
and encroachment had probably been cccufiing for a long time. Four
houses within the commons had already. been recorded amongét those
paying Land Tax iﬁ 1782. According to the 1811thiw and Llanfaelrhys
Enclosure Award, squatters settlements of over twenty years standing
were to be allowed to remain. The Survey for that Award clearly
indicates the sites of all encroachments and it would seem that none
were pulléd down, as accured elsewhere. Encroachments upon the commons

probably seemed the best solution to housing problems as the local
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MAP 3.2: SETTLEMENT PATTERN 1782 -~ 1816 IN RELATION
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MAP 3.3: SETTLEMENT PATTERN 1782 - 1816 IN RELATION TO ALTITUDE
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population increased and the remainder of the land was mainly ﬁwned
by distant landlords. Encroachments usually included a garden of
under an acre inclosed by a stone wall.to separate it from the opén
common. Twenty-eight of the thirty-one encroachments upon. the uﬁland
common were built upon the soil of the fertile Madryn or Rhiw séries
of free draining brown earths, whilst only three were upon a rock
dominant soil. (See Map 3.2.). None were built above 700 feetabove
"sea level and none were built around the more rocky northern or
western flanks of Mynydd Rhiw (See Map.3.3.).

Close proximity to tracks and roads and to the coast is a second
significant feature in the distfibution of the new settlements during
this period. Twenty-two of the fifty-four new settlements were along-
side or close to tracks and roads. vAmongst these were sixteen of the
eighteen new settlements below the commons to the west of the'oentral
ridge. All but three of the twenty-three houses built_below the former
commons were close to a road,.or the coast, emphasising the increasing
importance placed upon the more convenient movement of péople,.animais
and goods in and out of the district. |

It is probable that the increase. in housing was the result of an
increase in population‘and the lack of sufficient tenancies for local
people.v The common North Wales practice of the relatives, friends and
neighbours assisting in thé building of a house on the commons between
dusk and dawn (tyunnos) for a newly married couple was thought of as:
being reasonable and fair by most except for the landed gentry (6).
With the increased birth rate following theiestablishment of so mahy
new homes, and in spite of the high infant mortality rate,the
population’did continue to increase. The population and the number
of inhabited dwellings in the study area af this time are indicated

in Figures 3.1. and 3.2. respectively.
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FIGURE 3.1: TOTAL POPULATION OF RHIW AND LLANFAELRHYS:

1801 - 1947
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FIGURE 3.2: TOTAL NUMBERS OF INHABITED DWELLINGS IN

RHIW AND LLANFAELRHYS: 1782 - 1947
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The vast.majority of the new houses had very small or no gardens,
were probably the homes of farm labourers and fishermen and were
situated on former commons or Close'to roadways. The few exceptions
were those estates where the land has been subdivided and separate
farm houses built within the new holdings. For example, Tyn Rhedyn
formerly part of Llawenan farm, and Tyddyn, Clwyd and Cae Newydd
formerly part of Meillionydd farm.

‘ The doubling of the number of dwellings altered the character of
the settlement pattern and the distribution in the size of land
holdings within the study area. The former pattern was of widely
dispérsed homesteads each within its own farmland, albeit varying
greatly in acreage,with communal use of the open ubland common. By
1816 one third of all settlements were on the former commons and a
half of all settlements stood in under one acre of land. Two economic
systems were.now placed alongside each other; the family farm and the
cottage of the virtually landless labourer and fisherman.

The increase in the number of dwellings is not represented in the
- Land Tax Assessment returns between 1782 and 1818 where an increase
of only 4 properties is noted. This may be due to inaccurate returns
or to the small area of land associated with most properties. Figure
3.3. showé.an analysis of the distribution in the rates in the 1818
Land Tax Assessments and reflects the distribution in value of the
holdings assessed in the parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys. This
would vary according to a combination of factors including acreage,
type and condition of land, land Qse, and indirectly, land ownership.
Both the pattern of distribution of rates within each parish and the
comparisons between the parishes are very similar to those described
by the 1782 analysis (See Figure 2.1.). In 1818 both parishes still

show a very high percentage of extremely low assessmenté and few higher

75



FIGURE 3.3: ANALYSIS OF DISTRIBUTION OF RELATIVE LAND

TAX ASSESSMENT IN 1818
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assessments. This is more pronounced in Rhiw and is related to the
small number of large lowland farms. Although containing a lower
‘number of properties, Llanfaelrhys possessed a smaller number of
assessments under five shillings when compared with Rhiw. This
correlates with the higher proportion of undulating lower land and
smaller amounts of former common.within Llanfaelrhys. Both parishés
contained the same number of assessments between five shillings and
£2 and also of over £2. The 1818 returns confirm the stability in
land ownership within the two parishes, indicating no change in
asséssed holdings since 1782.

The weight of taxation during .the Napoleonic wars was heavier
than that during the First World War. Taxes on farmers were said to
have increased almost five fold in the former periocd. While Land Tax
remained fairly stable, assessed taxes were treﬁled, and the new income
tax became really effective in.1806. These taxes were unpopular. as
were the methods by which they were collected. Consequently, attempts:
to evade paying commissioners and excisemen were frequent and

violent (7).

Table 3.3. Annual Value of real property as assessed in April 1815.

Rhiw £464 » 1,652 statuteacres.

Llanfaelrhys £629 1,679 statuteacres. -

. It will be noted from Table 3.3. that despite similar acreage,
the real property value for Llanfaelrhys is considerably higher than
that for Rhiw. This hay be a result of the different proportions of
former common land within each parish, or of differences in topographic

and climatic conditions, land ownership and land utilisation.
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The landownership implications of the enclosing of Crown common
land within the study area were considerable. Formerly these exten-
sive areas of Crown property were used by the community as summer
pasturage for.sheep and cattle, and és a source of fuel, stpne-and
water. As a result of the Enclosure Acts, these areas were divided
and alloted to the major land owners for inclosure and work to
facilitate land improvement.

16 the 1811 Enclosure Act . proprietors in Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys
were entitled in proportion to their estates and ancient rights to
allotments upon the former common (8). Other alleotments were sold to
defray expenses, chiefly incurred in building a coastal embankment near
Pwllheli planned in the same Enclosure Act.(9). The King, as Lord of
thé Manor of Bardsey, was awarded a twentieth part of the wastes,
whilst the Bishop of Bangor, as the Lord of the Manor of Edern, and
the Rector and churchwardens as Trustees of the poor of the several
parishes, were allotted parts of the common to be enclosed for the poor
for the purpose of supplying peat, turf and furze for fuel (10).
Similar allocations were made in the Award implementation of the 1802
Rhoshirwaun Enclosure Act which included a small part of the sfudy
area (11).

Following the initial allocation of allothents by. the commissioners,
some land was resold as small holders were unable to pay off the
mortgage (12).~ Other land was exchanged as land owners further
consolidated their holdings (13).

. Thus, as a result of these various arrangements, the private
ownership of the former commons considerably modified the division
and use of the land. The implications for settlement patterns, land
ownership and land use of these two Enclosure Acts was probably the

most significant single action affecting the local community during the
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whole of the period under  review.

II. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS.

The period from 1782 to 1816 was one of considerable economic
.development in Caernarvonshire. The_vogue‘of 'impfovements' spread
to many parts of the shire affecting agriculture, communications and
iﬁdustry (14). There was atvthe same time a considerable increase in
the amount of literary, statistical and cartcgraphicAdocumentation,
much of which is extant. These sources vary in their viewpoint from
that of interested traveller, involved land agent, Board of Agriculture
surveyors, land owners, newspaper proprietor and clergy and customsmen
responding to Government guestionnaires. Census material, wills,
probates and inventories together with:other écclesiastical documents
provide additional sources of knbwledge about current conditions.
Together these proQidé a wealth»of information concerning economic
affairs in Caernarvonshire during'this period and, although only some
contain‘specific reference to the area of study, the; do provide the
‘necessary general background.

In agriculture,cone of the chief factors necessary for .development
was that‘of‘appropriate leadership. This crucial elemeht eﬁefged in
1781 when Pennant, later Lord Penrhyn, secured control over fhe
undivided Penrhyn inheritance, one of thellargestvestatgs in the county.
He was resident‘onvthe estate, had the necessary capital and provided
able local leadership with examples of improvements in stockbreeding,
better farm houses, and mutually beneficial leases required to stimulate
developments in estates throughout Caernarvonshire (18). Within the
next 50 years the Penrhyn estate had aquired the Meillionydd estate.

which comprised a considerable proportion of the study area.
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By the time of his death in 1808 Lord Penrhyn was described as
having been responsible for 'greater advances towards'impfbvements'than
‘during several pfeceding centuries' (16). Writing in 1809-11 Hyde Hall
confirms in Eis description of Caernarvonshire the great improvements
introduced within the previous thiffyvyears (12).

The length and conditions of tenute in leases was repeatedly
raised as crucial to develbpmeht by those interested in agriculture (18).
Tenancies at will were said to be detrimentdl to devélopment (19).

The adoption by the Penrhyn estate of 21 year leases with cqnditiohs

of cultivation governed by the best contemporary practice, ‘together with’
compensation to the tenant for any improvements made apbarently resulted
in both a doubling of renté and moré thriving tenants (20). It was an
often successful attempt to overcome the dual probiems of insecurity of
tenure and lack of capital (21). Davies notes that several otherv
proprietors have since adopted this same plan (22)5 The improving

agent goes over the estate farm by farm, new roads are formed, waste
corners planted, érooked hedges straightened, meadows irrigated and

“wet land drained (23).

Earlier attempts, such as those of the Vaynoi estate described in
the previous chapter (p.51 ), which offered long leases with restrictive
clauses designed to give the tenant security and encourage beffer
husbandry often failed through lack of capital. Some tenaﬁts sought
freeholds, fertile land and property in America (24). Other farmers,
with long leases, were afraid of improving their lands lest they should
then be turned out the next year or be subjebted to a much higher
rent (25).

The majority of farms were very small, and the condition and siting
of farmhouses and their out-buildings often most unsatisfactory (26).

Within the study area, in the parish of Llanfaelrhys, Hyde Hall noted
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that 'the buildings were of a better description than usually seen in
the neighbourhood' (27).

High émongst the obstacles to improvement were. the issues of non
residency of many'proprietors and the lack of mutual confidence between‘
landlord and tenant (28). Davies comments that "gentlemen®of moderate
income, residing in the county, transact the affairs of their own
estates. Those.of greater property commit the whole care to the:
management of agents,.who are well qualified" (29). Other writers
felt strongly that many agents Were_inadequate for their work (30).

‘Howevef, these issues emphasize the problems of educating the
large number. of tenants in the improved techniqugs of drainage,
manuring, drill husbandry, crop rotation, stock contrbl and stock
breeding. In 1794 Kay was appalled by the "very unaccountable opinion
entertained by the Farmers»against clover and otﬁer improved seeds" (31).
Hyde Hall felt progress wasvthwarted by tenants "tenaciousvof old
habits and protected by.their leases against an. enforced change" (32).
He emphasized the importance of Agricultural Societies as éentralised
Drganisations disseminating‘agricultural knowledge such as crop
rotation and the use of drill husbandry (33). He notes a section of
newly constructed paddock walling on land in Rhiw belonging to Sir
Robert Vaughan'For Which the tenmant had obtained a premium from the
Caernarvonshire Agriculture Society, formed in 1807; and implies that
such awards stimulate further improvements in both te;hnique and
éttitude (34). |

Sir Robert Williams Vaughan of Nannau, M.P. for Merioneth was ‘a
great friend and admirer of Arthur Young, the Secretary to the Board
of Agriculture. The fact that it was one of his tenants who gained
a premium for wall building in Rhiw would suggest that Vaughan encouraged

improvements amongst his tenants within the study area as much as
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amongst those in Merioneth.

Generally the_initiative in L19n itself was taken by the Edwards
family of Nanhoron. In 1749 they bought the old Bodwrdda estate,
much of which lies within the study area. Mr. Edwards of Nanhoron
had, after the.war, introduced Border Leicester blood intoc the area,,
thus improving the size and value of Lleyn sheep (35). Within
Llanfaelrhys Hyde Hall links examples of improvéments with the-
encouragement given by the Edwards (36). He further comments that
the great improvements introduced resulted in numerous applications
for any vacancy, in spite of raised rents. Many ténénts were,
however, ill educated (37) and barred by status and language from
reading or discussing agricultural matters with successful
innovators (38){ This was likely to have been the case within the
study area. From. 1808 those who were able to fead English had the
benefit of the North Wales Gazette, published weekly in Bangor. In
its early years about one quarter of the contents consisted of.
contributions on agricultural topics (39). These informative
articles were only available in‘English. The lack of agricultural
literature in Welsh during this period hindered the dissemination of
new ideas and metﬁods.

The breeding and exportatioh of store cattle continued to be
of utmost importance. In 1794 Kay notes that the native breed is
thought the most hardy and therefore few attempts have been made to
improve it (40). He does however also refer to two experiments at
introducing Bakewell and Warwickshire bulls (41). Davies writes of
the great numbers of cattle reared on the best soils of Anglesey and
Llfh, and of the high quality of cheese made at Hirdref in Ll;n (a2).
Specific upland areas in Rhiw designated for the summer grazing of

cattle are noted by Hyde Hall (43). Together with reference to cattle
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markets, fairs, and drovers these comments reinforce the importance
of cattle within the local economy. Sheep were also important, but
the number of horse had declined. Oxen were used in place of horses
on occasions, and pigs were reared for profit (44).

The lack of satisfactory drainage, fencing and manuring is
repeatedly emphasized. Kay commented aon the loss of dung resulting.
from inadequate - and dispersed out-buildings and lists lime, shellsand
and moss as other manures used (45). Davies noted the lack of
‘travellable rbads, the great distanc;s from lime, and the deficiency
in. the guality of other manures (46). Kay observed a variety of
low old stone walls plus more effective newer enclosures which
doubled the rent, presumably because of better stock control and
opportunity to improve both stock and grain production (47). Davies
describes the improvements effected when‘smaller enclosures in wet
exposed situations allow ditches to act as drains and hedges as
shelter (48). Kay comments that major drainage improvements should
be the business of the proprietor, the farmer having neither the
meaﬁs nor the inclination (49).

~In his survey of 1794 Kay observed that there was no proper
system of cfop husbandry and that oats, barley and potatoes were almost
the only crops cultivated (50). This was still the case a decade
later (51). However, he praises examples of crop rotation, commenting
on the tenfold incréase in value of the improved lands (52). He
describes ploughing_as shallow and unequal with no use of drilling
machines (53). 1In 1810 Davies is able to describe improvements
including the use in Ll?n of the Norfolk rotation of crops including
wheat, turnips, barley and clover (54). He also suggests increased
use of flax, its seeds being useful .in the rearing of calves (55).

Around the same time Hyde Hall notes that potatoes and grain, crops
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were coming into their own, that irrigation was known and applied,
but that grasses remained undeveloped and there was a demand for
improved cereal seeds (56). In a parish adjoining Rhiw he noted that
some wheat was grown but that oats, as in the rest of the district,
was the chief object of cultivation (57).

These cdmments highlight several issues (58). The farmers often
lacked the capital necessary for major improvements for drainage or
fencing and could not therefore provide well drained sheltered crop
growing areas adequately protepted from stock. Finance was also
necessary to improve farm equipment, even if sqch equipment could
cope with .the state of local roads and the condition and slope of much
of the land (59). Finally, a reliable supply of improved seeds was
not readily available, thus hindering development. = Amongst cbstacles.
to improvements Davies also listed bleakness of exposure, stony soils
and hilly wastes (60). These physical conditions were difficult to
control anﬁ were added to by the climatic conditions resulting in a
series of poor harvests in the 1790s (61).

This led to severegrain shortage in Britain and great increases
in the price of grain generally. (62). ngether with other effects of
the commencement of the Napoleonic wars in 1793 this resulted in
rampant inflation (63). Similar conditions of war, food shortage and
inflation in Europe meant that the overseas supply was restricted and
there were no imports to Britain.

Concern about the failure of harvests, the rapidly rising price
of grain, the threat of invasion and .general social unrest prompted
the Government to obtain a variety of statistical details concerning
the state of agriculture. One method was by questionnaires, several
of which were imprecise in content and the returns give an incomplete

coverage of the country, county or district. The Home Office survey
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of 1800 produced a reply from. the vicar of Llaniestyn invéentral
»Llfﬁ (64); the Board of Trade survey, also of 1800, obtained a return
from the customs officer at Pwllheli, referring to coastal Ll?n (65).
Unfortunately, none of the,Caernarvonshire 1804 Acreage Returns have
survived. _

The returns required by Government in 1800 augment the information
available from other sources, although it must be stressed that these
returns are to specific questions which emphasize grain production
and which have not been completed by agriculturaiists. ‘These returns:
do however reinforce other statements from Ll?n that barley and oats
formed the main crops, with some potatoes and very little wheat,
turnips or beans .(66). An average of 50% inflation is recorded between
1798 and 1800 in the cost of grain and potatoes (67). The consumption
of the produce. of the harvest began as soon as the new corn was ready,
with no old. grain in store (68). Grain had been imported before the
commencement of harvest (69), although it would appear that in N W Wales
the harvest of 1800 was better than elsewhere {70). However, the
people were @ said to subsist upon potatoces and bread made froﬁ barley.
‘and oats (71). These conditions are confirmed by other writers (72).

The results of wartime inflation were varied.  The high price of
food stuffs, especially grain, acfed as a stimulant to agricultural
Vdevelopments by those with land and capital. Greater efficiency was
seught and the suggestions of agricultural improvers such as Young
were generally more closely followed (73). It has already been noted
that in LlQn and the remainder of Caernarvonshire these improvements
were somewhat haphazard in distribution and effectiveneés;

As the gentry saw the rise .in grain and livestock prices, the
notion of enclosing and allottiqg those commons and waste lands gained:

in popularity (74). It was said that the commons were in any case
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being overstocked with resultant poor quality animals (75). Some
used the movement for enclosing land to add to their own lands in
order to gain in political and social esteem and power (78). fhe
scarcity of corn, particularly in’ﬁSDD is said to have strengthened
interest in enclosures (77).

The earliest Parliamentary enclosure in Caernarvonshire, under a
Private Act Df 1802 was that of the extensive crown common of -
Rhoshirwaun,; covering two. or three thousand acres extending over
several parishes>in western Ll;n including part Uf'Llanfaelrhys within
the study area (78). (See Map 3.1.). Here the major problem was that
df squatters who had settled on encroached land. Their opposition to
being ejected caused a lapse in implementation between 1806 and 1810
and the final award was not made until 1814 (79). Hyde Hall visited
the district during this period of ferment and he hotes that the
resistance of the encroachers "was overcome by. the opportune inter-=
ference of a party of dragoons sent for to England for the purpose" (80).
He considered the loss of right to cut turf for fuel on the former
common would result in mass depopulation and the "general spread of
misery in Ll;n" (81).  Another writer commenting on the likeliﬁood of
those ejected squatters leaving the district for industrial towns, the
navy or for America incidentally describes the local subsistence
farming. when commentinngn the squatters attempts  to support themselves
by fishing and working on farms when labour was required (82). This
.writer also declared that there was sufficient enclosed waste awaiting
improvement to double the production of both corn and cattle.without
such new enclosures (83).

Amongst agricultural material in the early editions of the North
Wales Gazette was at least one lengthy article on the beneficial

consequences resulting from enclosing land (84). This article may have
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been one of the influences encouraging the enclosure Act for Aberdaron,
Rhiw, Llanfaelrhys with five other parishes in Ll?n, which was passed
in 181ﬂ,.and which ordered 6,000 acres of commons waste and marsh lands
to be enclosed (85). 1In contrast to the Rhoshirwaun common which was
low marshy land, this Act included large areas of the highest land in
Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys and was rough, sometimes rocky waste and common.
In Rhiw Hydé Hall had nevertheless noted“some extent of common which
is in general of a very good seil" (86). The aim of the Act was stated
to be the division, allotment, inciosure and works to facilitate
drainage and improvement of the land (87). Certain clauses were’
specifically designed to assist in agricultural deveiopment. For
example, four crops of corn, or other produce obtained by tillage were
to be exempt from the payment of tithe (88). Again, for the better
preserving of the young hedges it would not be 1awfu1‘For any person to
depasture or keep any sheep or lambs upon the  new inclosures for the
space of seven years, unless they were effectually guarded to prevent
any damage'tolfendes (89). The dispute concerning the pastufagé‘of
‘sheep on these commons prior to enclosure and the possible entitlement
of Aberdaron parishicners to .allotments was discussed in the previous
chapter. It illustrates the "needs of the time for increased land for
pasture, as sheep from.one parish. overflowed into other parishes" and
the fact that within the study area sheep were of utmost importance (90).
The implementation of this enclosure Act was probably the most
significant single action affecting the land ownership, settlement
pattern and. land utilisation.within the study area at any period in
time. Only a relatively small percentage of the area enclosed was ever
tilled regularly, but the effect of the separate pasturage on the stock
of ‘each tenant probably assisted.in the development of a better breeding

policy for the more forward working farmers and tenants. A major effect
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of the Act was that upon the encroachers, and upon the poorest
inhabitants. However, the population of the two parishes continued
to increase up.to the 1821 census, so it is clear that labourers and
domestic servants were available for the increased work load on‘those
farms with newly allotted portions of land to fence and bring urider
cultivation. The variety ahd extent of stone walling constructed
following enclosure is indicated by documents concerning the
Meiilionydd estate (91). These also show a late example of the
exchange of numerous strips of land scattered amongst anofher land
owners land for a consolidated area of the newly enclosed common (92).

Mining and quarrying, by now of great economic(impoftance in
other districts in Caernarvonshire, were of liftle importance in
Ll?n (93)-; Lead mines at Penfhyn Du néaf Abersoch were'worked
intermittently during this period (94). It is however clear from &
refefences to abundant ironstone in a 1o§al farm survey in 1808 and in
a neighbouring parish, and from a description of Mynydd Rhiw in 1806
that even within the study area there was interest in and awareness
of the potential of mineral working (95).

Afforestation was repeatedly advocéted but in spite of the great
effortsvof Lord Pehrhyn in planting six hundred thousand trees within
sixteen years Kay comments that except around_a few gentlemens' houses,
the land was bare of trees (96). In describing the parish of |
Llanfaelrhys around 1809 Hyde Hall alsoc comments upon the fact that
few or no trees are to be seen (97). He describes the neighbouring
parish of Bryncroes as bare of wood except for new plantations around
the house of Gelliwig (98).

The woollen industry in Caernarvonshire remained a mainly spare-
time home based concern and never achieved the specialisation and

organisation reached in Montgomeryshire or Merioneth (99). Spinning
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and weaving were, however, important aspedts of the semi subsistence
economy of many districts, each with its fulling mill (100). Within

the study area Hyde Hall‘refers to the lichen gathered in Rhiw to
éxtract_a grey dye, the spinning and weaving of 1oca11y cultivated

hemp and flax in Llanfaelrhys.and also to two nearby mills for dressing
cloth (101). 1In 1806 Pwllheli market was said to be well stocked

with country woollen cloth of every kind? and with coarse lineens (102).

The develqpmént of an effectivevroad network Was necessary in
order to encourage the stimulus of frade and‘the exchange of economic ,
social and political ideas with visitors which the presence of a
lively market town would provide. In 1794 Kay described the small
town of Pwllheli as "a place of no trade, except for a few sloops
that bring coals for the supply of the inhabitants of fhat part of
the land"(103). Around 1800.William Williams suggested a road be built
from Llanrwst to LlQn as it would facilitate the conveyance of all the
produce of Llyn to the best markets of Wales and England (104).

By 1806 Pwllheli market is described as crowded and plentifully
stocked with cattle, provisions and cloth (105). When speaking of
‘Pwllheli markef around 1809 Hyde Hall stated that he was informed that
it was "more plentiful and reasonabie than»any within the countyy
possibly because of the larger opportunities for cultivation locally.
and the Facilities of its export trade. Not only corn, but swine and
cattle from the whole district of Ll§h, pass through or by this place,
and from around Porthainlleyn prodigious supplies of poultry and eggs
go to the Liverpool market" (106). The fairs for the sale of cattle,
swine and horses are also described. These marked improvements were in
great part due to the opening up of the area by the Turnpike road’in
1803 (107). (See Map 3.4.).

In 1810 Davies stresses the importance of the Turnpike roads
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MAP 3.4: COMMUNICATIONS IN CAERNARVONSHIRE
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saying that they "helped agriculture, commerce and all typés of internal
improvements. Landed property increased in value as a result of the

new roads, the introduction of manure and the convenience of disposing
of surplus produce. Places formerly inaccessible to wheeled carriage
were now egually situated. The promontory of LlQn consisting of good
soil, was in a poor state of cultivation.until within these few years
when it waé for the First time introduced tq‘the world by means of

new roadsﬁ (108).

_From around 1811, three times a week a cross post from Pwllheli
brought mail to Meyllteyrn, three miles from Rhiw, for distribution
localiy. It was maintained by the local gentry who;von the other
weekdays dispatched a special messenger to Pwllheli for their
correspondence (109). However, Hyde Hall femarked that the new
turnpike was becoming grassed over for lack of wheeled traffic and
that the insufficiency of commerce in‘most parishes failed to encourage
and maintain roads of easy passage (110). 1In the parish of Llanfaelrhys,
within the study area, he describes, as an example of improvement, “a
new road, spacious and well made, upon a farm of Col. Edwards (of |
Nanhoron) done by the tenant himself for facilitating the interior
business of the farm"(111).

Together these chservations confirm a growing awareness of the
need for, and the value of, a road network both within a farm and
throughout the district, despite the paucity of suitable road surfaces
and the lack of wheeled vehicles. The physical isolation of the general
population was decreasing. It was however still mainly the gentry who
undertook the hazardous uncomfortable journeys, often to their social
and political functions (112). Drovers, sailors and now ex-soldiers,
of'ten trayelled far and these were likely to exchange news and ideas

and on their return discuss these experiences with local people.
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Fishing was still a very important element within the economy.

The herring fishery around Nefyn was described by Davies as "the most
flourishing in all Wales. Many thousandé of pounds are yearly turned
in at>Nern and at several places in the neighbourhood, in which great
numbers of hands are employed; but for one season of the year of a

few months, and most are idle during the rest of it" (113). Some of -
the fishermen of Rhoshirwaun also workea as farm labourers when |
-reguired and this was probably common practice to augment income (114).

Another link betweén land and sea was that concerning the :
investment by farmers in shares in local vessels as is shown in probate
inventories and willsb(115). Both coastal and offshore traffic still
played an important role in local transportation with the export around
1806 of corn, potatoes, butter and cheese and the- importing of coal,
limestone, shop goods and timber (116). Following the improvements to
the harbour after the implementation of the 1811 Enclosure Act, Pwlhelli
continued to expand as a port and as the county's chief ship building
Centfe (117). The improved foreshore stimulated the building of
accammodation for the holiday-makers now being attracted to the area (118).

" The longstanding scheme for making Porthdinlleyn near Nefyn, the
packet station for Ireland instead of usihg Holyhead, was finally
defeafed.(119). The Ll?n had however already benefitted from the roads
and inns built around 1803 from Tremadoc to Porthdinlleyn to supﬁorf
the scheme. As has been seen, these greatly assisted in the obening
up of the region.

The work began at Porthdinlleyn harbour came to an end when the
packet station project was abaqdoned. Had that schemé been successful,
not only the communications network, but the whole economy and
development of the Llyn peninsula would have been very different (120).

- Bince 1782 Caernarvonshire had, in general, developed considerably
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in terms of agriculture, industry and communications. The high,cqrn
prices prevailing during the French wars had been a powerful spur to
agricultural improvements, especially those Iike‘enclosure and
drainage involving a high capital expenditure. Even at the time some
local observers feared that the high wheat pfices were. stimulating
the extension to unsuitable soils of a crop which w001d never pay its -
way in normal times. With the conclusion of peace in 1815 the market
collapsed and a long depression enéued. .In;place of the critical and
informative discussions of agricultural topics which Had enliVened the
local press in the war years; thefe appeared a depressingvsequence,of
notices of sales of farms of stock under distress, of compassionate
reductions of rent, of farming bankruptcies and sluggish fairs (121).

In 1816 there was much distress following the bad harvests and
there were fears of famine (122). The replies from North Wales to the
1816 Board of Agriculture guestionnaire indicated an alarming state of
affairs, reinforced elsewheré (123). The 1815-16 slump and onset of
deflation brought prices down to the pre-war level (124).

On a more optimistic note it can be said that there were some
‘permanent gains such as drainage and reclamatipn, better farm
implements, a lasting increase in thevcultivation of green crops .and
root crops and in consequence more fattening of stock on the farm
itself (125). It has already been noted that the enclosure acts had
resulted in a better harbour and coast road at Pwllheli. These
improvemehté formed the basis for later develbbments as allowed by the
fthre vagariés of weather, market forces, money supplies and
Government policies.

Within Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys the most significant events of this
period were those initiated by.those ma jor Caernarvonshire land owners

who owned. land in the study area. The enclosure of large areas of common
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land dramatically changed land use and the pattern of settlement and
land ownership, whereas the land owners' growing leadership in
agricultural developments led to changes in leasing conditions and

agricultural practice which in turn affected local land use. (Compare

Maps 2.5. and 4.4.).

ITI. SOCTAL ISSUES. .

Witﬁin the study area it would seem. that this period was a time
of increasingveconomic difficulty-for the majority of tenants,
labourers énd craftsmen as they struggled to provide for themselves
and their families the bare essentials of life (126). The constraints
forced upon them by distant war, distant Acts of Parliament and often
distant landlords were affecting the price and supply of Food,_whére
they were allowed to live and how they were to work the land (127).
Higher rents and taxes resulted in many farmers being as poor as those
they were forced to assist with the increasing Poor Rates (128).
Increases in taxes on salt and coal, crucial commodities to a fishing
community barred from much of the former fuel grounds of the commons,
both resulted in smuggling and plundering of wrecks Eeing recorded off
L19n between 1785 and 1816 (129).

Many Were said to be miserably poor, living in "disgraceful
habitations of wretchedness" (130). This was partially attfibuted to
the eFfects of eﬁcloéing the commons, which denied grazing and a small
plot of arable to many of the poor (131). Unsympathetic landlords
were also blamed (132). .In Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys a turbary was set
aside for fuel gathering, although this was specifically prohibited
on Mynydd Penarfynydd (133). Poor housing and poor diet led to disease,

against which there was inadequate medical care (134).
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At this time knitting and weaving were sources both of essential
clothing &nd of produce for possible sale (135). The collection of
vlichén for the extraction of a grey dye in Rhiw may have been used by
local weavers, or sold for 1d a pound, possibly for use for army
uniforms (136). After 1815 craftsmen were badly affected, as were
farmers, by the drop in trade (137).

The difficulties of making a 1iVihg were such that considerable
numberé of Ll;h people emigrated to North America (138). The
combination of factors such as growing economic hardship, ejection
from encroéchménts‘on commons, pressures on the land from the increase
in population and the harrassment of many early Methodists led to
several groups leaving Ll?n such as those from Llanengan in the 1790s,
and those from Bryncroes in 1795 (139). 1In 1801; 348 people emigrated
from Caernarvonshire, almost half the total for Wales (140). |

A pattern was emerging from much of rural maritime Caernarvonshire,
including the study area. The very few rich invested in agricultural
improvements and prospered. There appear to be none from this
category within the sfudy area. The moderately prbspefous small land-
owners and the large tenant farmers were affected by the economic
fluctuations but, by responding with new technigues and using newly
enclosed lands, were capable of producing a surplus, employing others
and contributing to the pommunity. A small group of up to six families
within the study area were in this category} Only those af Meillionydd,
Penarfynydd, Bodwyddog and Plas Yn Rhiw would have had status and some fis
nancial gain chiefly from the effeéts on the Enclosures. The vast
ma jority within the study area formed the category of the poorer
fenants, the labourers and craftsmen described above. Gradually, with
the encouragement of landlords such as the Edwards of Nanhoron, an

increasing number of tenants began to use new techniques to some
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advantage.

Generally however, conditions remained harsh and any alleviation
obtained through local community life wuuid pléy a major role in
Aimproving the quality of 1life. Within the study area the initiatives
in community aétivity were mainly led by the Non conformists, particulér—.
ly the Methodists whb were rapidly gaining ground in'L19h (141).
Several preached within the study area (142). Links between religion
and education were strong and Robert Evans of Bodwyddog, Rhiw whovin
1784 bequésted £80 to be used for keeping a Welsh schoollcirculating
between the parishes of Rhiw, Llanfaelrhys, Aberdaron and Bryncroés was
closely connected with local Methodists (143). The successors of the
circulating schools of Griffith Jones were the Sunday schools estab-
lished by Thomas Charles of Bala (144). Both children and adults
attended classes taught by locally selected teachers (145). In Rhiw
a Sunday School was started in 1802 in a cottage and by 1810 was moved
to Rhiw church (146). Festivals brought together schools from a wide
neighbourhood and these opportunities for the exchange of ideas and the
habits.uf.reading and discussions were said to be the cradles. of
democracy and spiritual revival (147).

An upsﬁrge in Qhapel'building commencing'in 1811 when the
Methodists left the Church of England coincided in the study aréa with
the enclosure of the Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys upland commonland (148).

In 1813 Nebo Independent Chapel was built on a plot from the faormer
common- in the col in the north-south ridge obtained from Thomas Rice,
a local farmer who had purchased one of the allotments sold to defray
encloéure expenses (149). 0Other non conformist groups met in local
farmhouses (150). However, interest in the estéblished church
weakened (151). The British and the National schools' societies,

founded in 1808 and 1811 respectively, had little early success in
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Ll;% (152). Botwnnog school continued to provide education for some
local boysA(153). There was theréfore'still little opportunity to
learn English and thus gain access to information through that medium.
There was however avWelsh literary awakening in Caernarvonshire, with
poets and writers of repute coming Frqm parishes neighbouring the
study area (154).

It is noc wonder that so many found spiritual solace and personal
dignity in their deep involvement in the religiocus revivals of this
period (155). It has been said that in Wales the Methodist Revivals
were a vent for the persohal and emotional expressions of the otherwise
poor and inéignificant masses whose English counterparts were more
likely to protest and riot (156). This was probably as true of the
study area as of any other pért of Wales. This period was thus one
of marked changes in the study area. The appearance of the landscape
had changed to incorporate the new walls, farmsteads, cottages and
modified land use following the enclosure of the commons, the increase
in population and developing agricultural pragtice. These changes
could be seen by all. Perhabs,Ahowever, an equally important
development was that of the growth of a local cqmmunity involved in an
educational and spiritual dimension which took them far beyond their
very limited economic Conditioh and gave individuals a vision and a

stability with which to face the difficulties of ‘the coming years.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE STUDY AREA BETWEEN 1817 AND 1851.

1851 has'been selected as a significant date at which to conclude
this phase chiefly on account of the detailed information on the study
area available from the Census Returns of that year (1). This includes
information on population size,dwellings and occupations which can be
compared with that of the 1841 Census. It also includes a national
census of religious worship which, coming at an important stage in the
development of Nonconformity in the study area, is of particular
interest (2). It is also possible to anaiyse the detailed parish-based
data contained in the Tithe commutation maps and schedules of the early
1840s as well as that in the 1847 Report on Education in Wales (3). By
using these official documents together with a wealth of local and
regional material it is therefore possible to discuss aspects of
continuity and change Within the study area in terms of settlement

pattern, economic development and social and cultural issues.

I. SETTLEMENT.

When investigating the local settlement pattern the positive
identification of dwellings during this period is facilitated by the
format of the census enumerators returns in 1841 and 1851 and the
‘detailed maps and schedules associated with the Tithe Commutation
legislation produced in the early 1840s (4). The census returns name
each dwelling and, as the enumerator walked around each parish, the
location of dwellings whose names are illegible can usually be

ascertained from their position between identified dwellings. The
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MAP 4.1: SETTLEMENT PATTERN 1817 - 1851
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tithe commutation maps, élthough not to scale, mark each dwelling, and
the. schedules usually name them. Together with fragmentary estate
documenté these sourées enable the identification of almost every
house by name (5).

Between 1817 and 1851 the total number of dwellings within the
study area increased from 107 to 128. This included 27 new dwellings
and the loss of six which became uninhabited either permanently or
temporarily (See Table 4.1.).

Table 4.1. Settlement Development: 1817 - 1851.

Total dwellings in 1816 107
Total dwellings in 1851 128
Dwellings uninhabited between 1816 and 1851 6
(temporarily or permanently).

New dwellings between 1817 - 1851 | 27
Overall increase in~dwe11ings 1817 - 1851 21

Table 4.2. New Settlement Pattern: 1817 — 1851.

Total ﬁumber of new dwellings _ 27
New dwellings within. former upland common 21
New dwellings within former upland common on N. of col 5
New dwellings within former upland common on S.:of col 16
New dwellings below upland common to the W. 2
New dwellings below upland common to the E. 4
New dwellings on roadsides. 10

Twenty one of the twenty-seven houses built since 1816 were built
upon the former common lands (See Map 4.1.). Sixteen were built

relatively close to each other' just south of. the col in the central
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MAP 4.2: SETTLEMENT PATTERN 1817 - 1851 IN RELATION TO SOIL
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ridge which runs north-south through the study area, thus benefitting
from the extra’light and warmth of the afternocon sunshine. Five were
widely dispersed to the north of this col. (See Map 4.3. and Table 4.2.)

Six new houses were built during this period below the former
upland cammon, two being to the west of the central ridge and four to
the east. Ten of the new houses were buillt alongside tracks or roads,
but none were built near the coast. (See Mab 4.1, Map 4.3. and
Table 4.2.). |

Two houses had become permanently uninhabited by 1851, and the
farm land of one was assimilated by the farm with which its fields were
intermixed (6).

Nine of the dwellings listed in the 1851 Census Return were given
. the same name as other properties already listed. This would indicate
that either two separate families were sharing one dwelling, or that
extra accomodation had been built adjoining the original house, but
still using‘the same name. This later explanation is aﬁceptéd for.
seven of these dwellihgs as it is supported by observations in the
field (7).

Twenty-one of the twenty-seven new dwellings of this period are to
be found upon the former cammons. This is not surprising as this land
was less'likely to be of high agricultural value and would therefore
be more readily available for these cottagers and small holders. By
this time however, land had to be bought or leased before a house could
be built upon it. It is significant that eighteen of these twenty-one
dweliings were built on land owned by local small landowners who had
been allotted or had bought portions of the former common, whilst the
other three were built upon the Plas Yn Rhiw estate which had. a
resident local landowner, at least until the death of Lewis Moore

Bennett in 1850 (8). Of the six new dwellings built below the former
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MAF 4.3: SETTLEMENT PATTERN 1817 - 1851 IN RELATION TO ALTITUDE
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upland common two were also on Plas Yn Rhiw land. Two of the remainder
were on owner occupied land which had been subdivided, and two were on
the lénd of major land owners, one each on the Nanhoron and the
Meillionydd estates. It would seem that availability of land for
building was the key factor in site selection and that proximity to
tracks or foads was aﬁ additional advantage gained where possible.
Five of the dwellings within the former upland common were built as
the new dwelling within a piece of land récently allotted or purchased.
Although the majority of the new dwellings of this period had.only é
garden, at least eight included a sméll holding of several acres.

Twenty-three of the new dwellings wére built upon soil of the
fertile Madryn and Rhiw series of free draining Brown Earths, whilst
only four were upon soil of the poorly drained gleys of the Dinas
series. (See Map 4.2.).

Fourteen of the twenty-seven new dwellings were built between
600 - 700 feet about sea level, six were built below 300 feet 0.D.
and the remaining seven thus being between 300 - 600 feet above sea
level. (See Map 4,3.). It would appear however that environmental
factors such as soil type and altitude were of less significance in
the selection of settlement sites than historical and social factors.
Chief amongst these was the availability of land, most frequently.within
those parts of the former upland common, currently owned by local |
people willing to sell or lease building plots.’ As.much of the former
common was over 600 feet above sea level and upon the better soils,
'site selection was concentrated on physicallfactors such as aspect;
slope and water supply within the almost predetermined range of
altitude and soil type.

Analysis of the distribution of the rateable assessments of

properties in the parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys made in 1839 is of
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FIGURE 4.1: ANALYSIS OF DISTRIBUTION OF RATEABLE
ASSESSMENTS IN 1839

No. of
Properties RHIW

17
16 -
16
14 1
13 -
12 -
11 4
10 A

/o]
1

O =4 N Wd OO NO®
1 il

1213‘141516171819£1 2 3

N A——
w 4

- 3 -
SHILLINGS t2! ' i3

AMOUNT

No. of LLANFAELRHYS
Properties .

10 A

©

O = N W ap 0O N O

L1 1 s 13

6
7 8 9101 1121314 16‘!718‘l9£1 789 19£2 £3
SHILLINGS

AMOUNT

113



interest as it reflects the influence of a wide range of factors both
within and between the two’parishes.(Q). These include acreage, type
and condition of land and propérty, land use, and, indirectly, land-
ownership. = The very high concentration of extremely low assessments
shown.in both parishes is a sigﬁificant feature which corresponds
with the pattern already described of the building of cottages with
little or no land within fhe former upland common particularly in
Rhiw. (See Table 4.3. and Figure 4.1.).

Table 4.3. Rates Assessment in 1839.

Rhiw ‘Llanfaelrhys

Number of pfoperties assessed 24 | 100% 37 100%
Assessment of nil - 1/- 2 | 4a3% B 30%
Assessment of ’l/’ld - 5/~ 27 37%% 18 49%
Assessment of 5/1d - 10/- 9 12% 3 8%
Assessment of 10/1d - £1 3 4% 3 8%
Assessment of £1.0.1% - g2 1 1% > 5%
Assessment of £2.Q.1d - £3 2 3% 0 D%

. Assessment of err £3 0 0% 0 0%

(To the nearest whole percent).

The range of assessments in Rhiw is greater than that in Llanfaelrhys,
as 1t was in the Assessment in 1782. (Sée Figure 2.1.). In Rhiw only
six properties are assessed at ten shillings or over, whilst in the
smaller, less densely populated parish of Llanfaelrhys the numbef is
five. This too is cdmparable with the 1782 assessment analysis (See
Table 2.2.).

Landownership patterns scarcely altered during this phase of the

review. There were slight modifications through both amalgamation and
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MAP 4.4: LAND OWNERSHIP IN THE EARLY 1840s
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§Ub—divisi0n of holdings, and also through late examples of the
exchange of isolated strips of land intermixed with the land of
another and still surviving since times of shared ploughlands (10).
‘_The tithe commutation maps give the éarliest visual evidence of"
the landownership pattern within the whole of the two parishes. (See
Map 4.4.). When compafed with Map 2.5 this iater map indicates the
consolidation achieved by the larger land owners upon receipt of
allotted sections of the Formervgpland common. The area belonging
to‘the numerous owner occupiers with a lower acreage is relétively
small. Freguently the allotments apportioned to them were a consider-
able distance from the homestead, and the cost of fencing these smaller
allotments was proportionately very high for the acreage involved.
Thus the large land owner gained from the enclosures in far more than
mere acreagde.

Although the increase in the number of new dwellings during this
periad was much leower than that during the previous period studied;
it was the second 1argest‘increase during the total period under
review (See Figure 3.2.). This period also included, in 1821, the
highest}combined populationbfor the_parishes of Rhiw and Llahfaelrhys
(See Figure 3.1.). This was presumably the result of the birth of
children to many of‘the couples who had settled in the new cottages
built during the‘previous decade.

The difference in settlement pattern between. the areas containing
the older widely dispersed dwellings within their own farmland, and
those containing the newer cottages and small holdings of the labourers
and fishermen, was becoming more pronounced. Eighteen of the new
-dwellings were built within half a mile of the col in the central
north—squth ridge. This added considerably to the density of the

cluster of dwellings around and especially just south of the col.
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(See Map 4.1.). The convenience of proximity to roads and reliable
wells or springs (See Map 1.6.), together with the location and
availability of land for building were already producing the . seeds
~of a focal point for settlement within the community. The siting of
the chapels of Nebo, Pisgah and Tan Y Foel, together with that of the

first shop recorded in 1851 at Gorfwysfa confirm this trend.

II. ECONOMIC CONDITIONS.

The source of material now analysed to ascertain economic
conditions is.From two contrasting backgrounds. On one hand there
is an increaéing supply of generalised statistical material from
national surveys, reports and commissions concerning such items as
prices, wages and rents covering counties, or at least large regions
of Wales. In contrast with thése there are also the detailed house
by house data from Census Returns and the field by field information
from the tithe commutation maps and schedules (11).

There afe very few general accounts of conditions within Ll;n
and the occassional visitors such as Evans and Parry wrote mainly of
the much visited famous sites like Bardsey Island and: the market towns
of Pwllheli and Caernarvon. Unfortunately there is little estate -
documentation at present available to augment the range of sources
already mentioned. This lack of the specifically local source material
which was available for previous phases of this review is in some ways
compensated for by certain comparisons between each decade now made
possible by Qsing.consecutive Census Returns. It is presumed that
conditions within the study area were comparable with the general
regiocnal trends.

The depression which followed the conclusion of the Napoleonic
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wars continued, intermittently, until mid century (12). A combination
of bountiful harvests andllarge imports occésional;yyrcaused crises
for corn farmers when prices fell as in 1818, 1821-23 and 1832-36 (13).
Generally however the Corn Laws of 1815 maintained a high price for
corn, and thus for bread.

Between 1824 and 1834 Corn Commissioners made returns on the
total nuhber of Quarters of wheat sold annually in certain agreed
markets. From 1825'— 1828 Pwllheli was one of the 149 such markets
in Britain, but it was’then excluded, along with all but one of the
other Welsh markets, because the size of the returns wéré toc low to
be of importance (See Table 4.4.). This confirms other descriptions
of Ll;% as being basically - a cattle rearing area, witH the small amount

of arable being used to meet local needs.

Table 4.4. Amount of Wheat Sold at Pwllheli.

Year Total number of Quarters of wheat sold
1825 | | 220
1g26 -  1sa

1827 199

1828 (first half) 139

In 1828 a sliding scale was introduced to ration the import of corn (14).
The drop in post war stock and dairy produce prices was much more

serious for the Welsh farmer than the fall in corn prices. Following

the 1815 summer drought it was reported in North Wales that horses: and

bigs were reduced in sale price by a half, milch cows by a third and

- other cattle by more than a half, thus bringing bankruptcy to ﬁany

farmers (15). Livestock prices continued to fluctuate due to either

climatic or financial constraints until the mid 1830s (16). Sheep
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>HUSbandry, which had been quite prosperous following the upturn after
the post 1815 trade depression,.suffered from serious outbreaks of
sheeprot in 1830 and 1831, When "whole flocks were swept away"” (17).
Scarcity then led to high prices and prosperity for the sheep farmer
in the remainder of the 1830s.

In 1839 - 1841 the bad weather and disastrous harvests resUlted
in farmers everywhere being forced to buy corn at famine prices for
tﬁeir own Consumﬁtion. In 1842 and 1843 prices fell generally. In
1842 cattle prices at'the Borth great cattle fair in Anglesey were -
25 - 30% down on their 1841 levels (18). Corn, butter, fat pig and
sheep prices also fell steeply in 1842/3 (19). After a general
recovery in prices from the ﬁid 1840s seemingly unaffected by the
Repeal of the Corn Laws in 18465, this period concluded with the
depressed years between 1845 - 1852.

Throughout. the period these.Fluctﬁations in prices affected all
aspects of the economic and social scene in the whole of Wales (20).
It was stated in Caernarvonshire in 1817 that "parts of the county
have been seriously alarmed by popqlar distqrbances, on account of
the high pricekof the necessaries of 1life" (21). By 1821, when the
House of Commons Committee on Agricultufe made its report, Welsh
conditions had improved a little, but wheat cultivation was on the
decréase, and much land had gone out of tillage (e2). Country fairs
were still almost deserted in 1822 (23). When the North Wales Chronicle
resumed in 1829 the agricultural columns which had been such a
promineht feature of its predecessor, the Gazette, it had few local
correspondants whe could be induced to contribute agricultural
Features.(Zd)i~ It was stated in ‘the 1830s that Welsh farming capital
was declining (25). Over this whole period the hardships and discontent

in country districts was accentuated by numerous factors including the
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effects of enclosures, low ﬁrices for produce, high rents, bad harvests,
the increasing Poor Law rates and the cost of tqllgates (26).

It'has been said that although the concentration on store
livestock within mixed Farming gave only a small margin of profit,
it.did prevent the drastic variations in the level of prosperity
experienced in England during this period (27). The Welsh problem
. was rather that of the typical peasant economy of poverty, over
population and land hunger, aggravated to some extent in Wales by a
cultural and political divide between landowners and the rest of the
farming community (28). Pressure for land led to people leasing
farms with too little capital and this in turn hindered innovation
and economic growth (29).

The fall in prices after 1815 was not generally accompanied by a
borresponding reduction in rents (30). Thus bankruptcies were
frequent, as were sales of livestock following non-payment of rent (31).
The unrealistic rent levels, together with a sharp rise in rates and
taxes were a major diFFiculty for the poor tenant communities up to
mid century (32). At times of particularly low prices and during the
banking crises conditions were desperate (33). The peak of rural
distress occured in the late 1830s and early 1840s.

The amount of owner oécupied land was small in Wales (34). This
pattern is also shown by the 1840s tithe commutation schedules for Rhiw
and Llanfaelrhys (35). (See Map 4.4.). The majority of landowners,
whilst residing in a family mansion with a neighbouring home farm,
rented out most of their land and derived their main profit from
agricultural rents (36). They were therefore generally unimportant
as agricﬁltural producers. Home farms were quite often uneconomic,
with experimentation with new technigues being an expensive luxury,

although very important for agricultural development (37). Stock
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breeding expériments occurred amongst the North Wales gentry and
Ayrshire and Galloway.cattle were introduced onto their home farms (38).
Landlords continued to encourage agricultural societies such as those

. of Caernarvonshire and Merionethshire and these assisted in spreading
information concerning improvements in husbandry (39).

Whilst usually divided from their tenants by the languagé barrier
| and religious persuasion as well as social Ciass, many landlords were
inbclose contact with their agents concerning the everyday running of
éstate affairs (40)._ The majority were not totally out of sympathy
with tenants as is sometimes stated by the contemporary nonconformist
and radical leaders (41). The Edwards of Nanhoron were said to set a
good example to their tenantfy inAagricultural impfovements (4a2).

Welsh land owners were undertaking an increasing share aof tﬁe
cost of repairs and improvements on their estates from the 1820s
onwards (43). Letters Written by»the local clergyman on behalf of a
tenant in Llanfaelrhys parish to the landowner in Dolgellau requesting
assistance with the cost of repaining two ruinous cottages on the farm
are local examples of this (44). O0On the smaller estates poverty
hindered improvements, as neither owner nor tenant had capital
available (45). However after 1847 money from public sources was
available to assist with certain major agricultural developments such
as drainage (46).

One of the continuing effects of the earlier enclosures together
with the improvements in drainage and fencing was the increase in the
value df land. In Caernarvonshire this rose by over 40% between 1815
and 1843, assisted by the improved road network (47). The consolid-
ation of holdings continued, often by the mutual exchange of pieces
of land by adjoining land owners (48). |

One result of the violent fluctuations in market prices was the
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change from long leases to yearly tenure. This movement was a natural
reaction tova period of crisis and uncertainty (49). In spite of the
frequency of yearly tenure, holdings did not often change hands and
families remained, often for generations, on the same farm, or within
a small neighbourhood (50). The tendency towards hereditary family
succession of tenancy was a consequence of attachment to the fémily
homestead (51). Within the study area aone family claimed to have"
farmed the Tyn Gamfa holding for three hundred years (52). This
tendency further contributed to the land hunger as fewer holding
became available to "outsiders" (53). The smallness of holdings also
meant that even farm labourers could realistically aim at becoming
farmers, in spite of their lack of capital (54). The marked rise in
population added greatly towards land hunger and this helped to keep
rents high (55).

In the late 1840s the Welsh farmer was described as occupying "a
small farm, with a small amount of capitai, and as being little removed
in mode of life, his labourious occupation, his dwelling or his habhits
from his day labourers" (56). In North Wales a dual economy of farming
very small holdings of under fifteen acres combined with mining,
weaving, fishing or labouring on large farms, was widespread (57). This
is shown by Dccﬁpational returns in the census returns within the study
area (58).. (See Figure. 4.2}).

Agriculturél trade continued to develop, particularly in periods
of sufplus,'dr when prices in industrial areas of England encouraged
produce to be exported. By the 1840s it was estimated that 20,000
sheep a year were being driven from the Ll?h‘peninsula' (59). 1In 1845
5,000 - 7,000 cattle were also exported from L1$n (60). Although
declining, the cattle trade was still of great importance (61). A

decade earlier, in 1835, over 12,000 pigs were shipped in fat condition
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.FIGURE 4.2: OCCUPATIONS 1831 - 18561
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to Liverpool from Anglesey and Caernarvonshire including exports from
Porthdinlleyn and Pwllhelil. Table 4.5. and Table 4.6. illustrate other

aspects of agricultural trade from Pwllheli (62).

Table 4.5. 1847 Shipments of dairy produce from Pwllheli.

Butter 66 cwts
LCheese Nil
Eggs : 500 eggs

Table 4.6. Shipments of Corn from Pwllheli.

1832 1835
Wheat Nil 448 bushels
Barley . 3,776 9,776 bushels + 4 sacks
Oats 200 360 bushels

The system of fairs and markets was important in the collection
of produce and animals for sale and redistribution. Pwllheli continued
to develop as the main centre for Ll?n. In the 1830s Pwllheli market
was said to be generally wellvsupplied with corn.(63). By 1848 trade
- there was said to consist of shipment of salted herrings, butter,
cheese, pigs and poultry, and the importation of shopkeepers' goods
and coals. Provisions of all sorts were said to be cheaper in Pwllheli
Vthan elsewhere in Wales (64). In 1849 the éxtensive ship building
industry and the developing tourist industrywere described in addition
to the market in Pwllheli (65).

The importance of the herring fishing at Nefyn was described in

1848, whilst the village of Aberdaron was described as being miserable
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and poor (66). No other place in Ll?n was mentioned by Parry on that
visit.

In the 1830s there was a flax dressing establishment'ih Pwllheli,
and hempen nets were also made in the town (67). The leather industry
gained importance with the méking of boots, shbes; gloves, saddles
and harnesses (68). This was probably linked to both the local
livestock farming and local self sufficiency. In 1845 orders for
shoe leather and leather nails from a local store were placed'Fer
Penarfynydd farm (69). There was an increase in general shopkeeping
particularly invminingband quarrying areas.df Caernarvonshire (70).

The communications network was improQing. By 1817 long distance
stage and fly waggons travelled periodically between Chester and
Pwllheli (71). From 1822 a coach to acﬁommodate the "gentlemen and
clergy of Ll?n and Eifionydd" began plying between Bangor, Caernarvon
and Pwllheli (72). In 1824 the turnpike road was extended from
Pwllheli westwards towards Llanbedrog (73).

The direct impact of the railway came later to north west Wales,
although the Holyhead — London line was completed by 1849, and
Caernarvon station opened in 1852 thus influencing the mode of trével
For‘people rather than goods in the region (74).

Apart Fromvthe continuing droving of cattle and sheep overland to
England, an increésing amount of produce was carried by the coastal
traders. The first steamship was seen off Ll?h in 1815 and by 1821
the first steamer had been built locally to connect the Mersey with
North Walés (75). 1In 1821 the Bardsey Light House was built to pfotect
the increasing coastal trade using the route around the Ll?h peninsula
(76). In 1843 twelve vessels were driven ashore at Porthdinlleyn in
one day during a severe storm. In the same year, 900 vessels visited

that port, which was the closest to the study area (77). These numbers
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indicate the increase in coastal traffic and its growing‘influence on
local fairs (78).

The agricultural maritime connexion was strengthened by the
number of farmers who owned shares in local ships. For example farmers
owned 1/16th of the.shares of the 259 ships built in Pwllheli bétween
1840 and 1849 (79). |

Customs-récords show that there was considerable trading from the
sﬁall coves of Ll?h. During this period twenty-nine shiploads
containing buttef, cheese, eggs and hens left local coves, including

-eight shiploads from Rhiw, whilst Rhiw received eleven of the thifty—
five returning shiploads mainly consisting of shop goods and coal (80).
Freight was, for example, carried on the 'Oceanic Steamer' to
Penarfynydd farm from Porthdinlleyn in 1848 (81). Rhiw is also named
as one af fhe coves in which the building of the small coastal boats
occurred at this time (82).

During this period reports on farming practice indicate that there
were issues hindering development. The majority of small farmers,
despite their hard work, lacked the capital, education and enterprise
to farm skillfully and scientifically.- Consequently Férming was often
poor, unskillful and characterised by a distrust of money and frequent-
ly merely continued at subsisténce level (83). The long period of
depression killed any enthusiasm for agricultural developments (84).
Animal manure and lime were the only fertilisers used.on small.
holdings. The small labour force meant that cooperation and the
reciprocal lending of horses, equipment and»manpower between neighbour-
ing farmers was an essential social element in major seasonal
activities (85).

The physical optimum was not being reached for agricultural output

was even lower than the limited. levels imposed by soil and climatic
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factors. The prepondérance of small occupiers with little capital
helps explain this lack of improved.techniques as many were dis-—
inclined to adopt modern methods for both Finahcial énd cultural
reasons, favouring instead the observance of old usages-(BG). Common
criticisms 5y visiting agriculturalists were of poor management, the
lack of liming and failure to make proper use of manure (87).. There
is evidence‘however that manure, 1imé and linseed andbrape cakes were
at times impprted from Ireland for use on home farms (88). There is
also evidence of some improvements at this time in north west
Wales (89). It is likely that some of these improVements would be
occurring within the study area, particularly on fhe few extensive
low lying farms. Improvements reported within the region included
better drainage, use of new farm implements and gains from land
reclamation. An increase in green and rdot crops resulted in more
fattening of stock on the farms (90). Mechanisation increased very
gradually and brought a demand for a different typé of labourer and
the loss of some seasonal work (91). However, in the 1840s Parliament-
ary reports still spoke of bad fallowing, unscientific rotation and
unsatisfactory leases (92).

Throughout fhis period tillage was usually subservient tojgrazing.
A‘number of Farmeré-were said to grow neither gfain nor potatoes (93).
Patches of gorse were planted to provide winter fodder for stock (94).
Within the study area "Cae eithin', the Welsh for "gorsefield" is
amongst the most commonly listed field namesin the tithe maps of the
1840s (95).

The rent money waslprincipally derived from profit from sheep and
black cattle, sometimes from pigs and butter (96). Clothing was
Frquently woven.from the wool CDllECtedan the small holding, even.

after the collapse of cottage industries in North East Wales due to
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the comﬁetition from English Woollen factories (97). The more remote
districts such as the study area, were still composed of largely
self—stporting communities (98).

The lack of education, both generally and in agricultural matters,
was quoted as a contributory factor in the lack of development (99).
However, it has been established that one of the ealiest books in
Welsh on farming was ﬁublished in 1816 by David Thomas OFkCaernarvon
and was entitled "Practical Cultivaticon of the Land". A prize was.
offered at the 1832 Beaumaris eisteddfod for a Treatise on Agriculture
and the winning article was later published. By the late 1830s single
articles on different aspects of the‘agricultural industry began to be
written for contemporary magazines both in English as well as in
Welsh, and many prizes for such articles were awarded at local eistedd-
fodau (100). It is clear therefore that some agricultural literature
was available in Welsh during'this period. It is not known how extensive-
ly these publications were read, nor what degree of influence they had
in encouraging the improvements which gradually occurred within LlQn.

There were few documents specifically giving details of agricultural
practice within the study area at this time. In 1833 Rhiw was described
as comprising a stiff clay soil in the_lower parts, a gravelly soil in
the higher lands and producing fine crops of barley and oats and
excellent grass (101).

A decade later an immenée amount of detailed information was
collected in the mapsAand schedules of the tithe commissioners
surveys (102). This was in response to an act passed in 1836 to
commute all tithes in kind and substitute a fluctuating money payment
known as a corn rent adjusted each year on the basis of the seven-year
average price of wheat, barley and oats. The Tithe Commissioners first

established the boundaries of every tithe district; in the case of the
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study area the whole of each of the two parishes formed a separate
tithe district. Field by field surveys were then carried out by the
Tithe commissioners in order to determine the value for every portion
of each parish. The resulting maps therefore indicate boundaries of
fields, roads, woods and streams and the position of buildings, whilst
the accompanying schedules provide informaticn about the owners,
occupiers and state of cultivation and area of each field. Their
comprehensiveness gave a complete record of the agrarian landscape in
the 1840s (103). (See Map 4.5.).

Within the study area the tithe commutation maps and schedules
show that all field and parish boundaries were the same in the 1840s as
they were in 1947, at the end of the period being reviewed‘(WOA).' The
majority of fields listed in the schedules are named. These names are
commonly descriﬁtive of the field's size, shape, usage or its relative
poéition to the farmhouse. Frequently occuring names include the
Welsh equivalent of 'gorsefield', 'potato strip', 'new field' and
'large meadow'. 0ld and new influences are also recorded as in "old
guillet", "old mill field", "chapel field" and "manganese field" (105).
The tithe maps record the variety in consolidation amongst farm holdings.
. They give the earliest complete records of land utilisation field by
field and this can be compared with the other sources ofvagricultural
information.

Map 4.5. indicates that the former bouhdafy of the upland common-
land continued to be the upper limit of arable farming, with only a
very few exceptions. In Rhiw extensive tracks of land were under
tillage, whereés in Llanfaelrhys arabie, meadow and pasture land was
widely dispersed throughout the lower lying part of the parish. The
.higher proportion of meadowland in Llanfaelrhys compared with Rhiw was

probably linked with the emphasis on cattle rearing. Land utilisation
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within the parishes of Rhiw and Llanfaelrhys is also shown in Table 4.7.
where it is combined with details of grain produced iﬁ the year of
the survey. This analysis supports the more general reports of
agricultural practices modified by the ability of local farmers and
cottagers to use the physical and climatic features of the study area
in their attempts to provide such a living as was possible. The high
percentage of oats grown is likely to be related to the cattle rearing.
Table 4.7. indicates that in Rhiw 46% of Cuitivated land was
arable land, compared with 23% in Llanfaelrhys. However Llanfaelrhys
produced 50% more grain than Rhiw. This is likely to have been due to
the differing environmental features in the two parishes. Howevef, as
records in Rhiw were collected two years after those in Llanfaelrhys
it may be that the effects of the disastrous harvests of the mid ﬂadbé
account for part of the difference in productivityi 77% of Llanfaelrhys
and 53% of Rhiw were described as meadow, pasture or hill pasture and

this again confirms - - ' : the importance of stock rearing.

- Table 4.7. BHIW Tithe Commutation Schedule. November 1844.

Land Utilisation.

1,300 acres of cultivated land of which

597 acres are arable land i.é. 46%
100 acres are meadow land 8%
222 acres are pasture 17%
367 acres afe hill pasture 28%
5 acres are - . woodland 0.3%
9 acres are Glebe land 0.7%%
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Table 4.7. continued.

LLANFAELRHYS Tithe Commutation Schedule. November 1842.

Land Utilisation.

1,950 acres of land of which
450 acres are arable land i.e. 23%

1,500 acres are meadow land and‘pasture 77%

In the period following the Napoleonic wars mining began to take

a more important place in the economy of North West Wales. In
particular the demand Fof copper ores resulted in new interest in the
lead and copper mines of Penrhyn Du near Abersoch, only six miles from
the study area (106). It was said that a great deal of money might
be made by mining in Wales in a proper fashion and this aspect of the
economy was now commented upon in travel guides such as Parry's
'Cambrian Mirror' and Evans''Walks Through Wales'(407).

vNewspaper‘advertisements proclaimed the likelihood of valuable

metallic ores and spoke with enthusiasm of the recent developments and
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MAP 4.6: MANGANESE MINING IN THE STUDY AREA
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future prospects (108). Many companies were floated to work the
minerals of Wales, particularly around the boom years of 1824-25 (109).

Manganese was discovered within the study area in 1827 (110).

Much of the correépondence concerning the developments of the Manganese
mining between 1828 and 1830 has survived amongst the Nanhoron estate
papers, and these documenté give evidence of the development of ﬁhis_
venture (111). (See Maps 4.6. and 6.5.). It is not known whether the
manganese'within the Nant and Ty'p vglan farms on thg Nanhoron estate
in Llanfaelrhys was found in the Nant>Y Gadwen stream gorge by qhénce
or as a result of methodical searching. Mr. Andrew Burt, the Englishman
overseeing the developments for Col. Edwards, the Landowner, had in
1827 bought Neigwl Ganol,Aa farm in the nearby parish. of Llandegwning
_(112). It may be that he had previously investigated the area for
mineral deposits. However, since Burt stayed at the Tremadoc residence
of W.A. Madocks, the M.P. - developer responsible for promoting the
building of the Porthmadog embankment, the harbour at Porthdinlleyn

and the turnpike network, it is possible that it was through MadMocks
that Burt became interested. in the development of the region (113).

By April 1828 the London Assay 0ffice confirmed that the mineral
found was Manganese and in July Burt had received the results of a
chemical examination of the Manganese in the form of an open report
written by Dr. Andrew Ure, a well known professor at the Andersonian
College in Glasgow and publisher of the Chemical Dictionary (114).

Samples of the Manganese were sent with the recommendations of
this Report to manufacturers of chloride of lime and bleaching salt
in Dublin, Belfast, Newcastle, Glasgow, Liverpool, London, Hamburg
and St. Petersburg. Specifically mentioned are a large bleaching works
in Knaresborough, Yorkshire, the large paper manufacturers of Edward

Arnold and Sons near London, and a glass manufacturers in London (115).
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By October 1828 Burt reported that the Mine Agent had arrived at
the mine, with a miner and two boys to instruct the Welsh men and boys
how the wash and clean the Manganese (116). This implies that local
labour was employed. It was said that 50 men worked at the mine in
the 1830s (117). Although the lease for mineral working on Nant and
Ty'n Y Llan farhs included a right of road to thé sea through Nant
Farmland,‘it seems that Manganese ore was carted to Abérsoch, and
sometimes to Porthdinlleyn Froh whence it was shipped to Liverpool and
London (118). |

Plans in 1828 to build a stamping and crushing mill at Abersoch
on the river adjoining Burt's estate were postponed, in spite of the
stated preference of manufacturers for Manganese in powder form rather
than as ore (119). Reference is made to the competition for British
and foreign markets from the Manganese mines of Devonshire, Warwick-
shire and Merionethshire, and to expertise available Frdm Cornwali (120).

Little reference is however made to the local effect of the
mining except for a demand for compensation by the tenant at Nant farm
in 1829 (121). Local landowners and tenants must however have been
observing developments. In December - 1828 Lord Newborough leaséd for
one year the mineral rights on Penarfynydd, a large farm near to the
site of the Nant mine, and containing a rocky headland, to a local
man (See Map 4.6.) (122). No renewal of the agreement is extant and
it is now known thaf Penarfynydd does not contain manganiferous
deposits. (123). |

Invthe two editions of Lewisf Topographical Dictionary.of Wales
published in 1834 and 1840, the Manganese is reported to be of a very
superior quality. It is said to be being worked with. very great
success, with about 50 persons being employed, and fhe produce being

principally sent to the Liverpool market (124). As other entries for
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Rhiw have been altered by the second edition, it must be presumed that
these statements applied both in 1834 and 1840.

New interest was shown in the manganese mines in the 1840s.
About 200 acres of the former upland common was leased by the Crown
for 21 years from 1844 (125). This included much of the rocky Mynydd
Rhiw which had not previously been leased for mineral workings (See
Map 4.6.). (126). It was leased by Hobert‘WilliamS, a master marinsr
from Rhiw, 1ater»conne¢ted with Tyddyn Meirionvfarm where oégfield was
called 'Manganese field' in the 1842 tithe map_(127). Robert Williams"
partner, William Jones, had‘previously been engaged as a manager of the
Penrhyn Du  mines near Abersoch to which his family had moved from the
lead mines in Denbighshire (128). Cleérly this combination of mining
and shipping expertize was a sound idea. The upland Rhiw miné proved
successful.

Also in 1844 a lease for 21 years was granted to three 1ocal.men
to search for minerals on Baron Hill, adjoining the Mynydd RhiwAsite
(129). (See Map 4.6.). In the same year a Llanfaelrhys tenant wrote
to his landlord "touching manganese diggings in my neighbourhood" (130).

The 1841 Census returns note a miner living at Chimney Hole, a
small Llanfaelrhys cottage whose unusual name suggests the tenant's
connections with England (131).; By 18351 thaf family had moved away, but
a miner in manganese was living at Tan Y Ffordd, guite near the Rhiw
mine (See Map 4.6.). (132). Andrew Burt was still the owner of Neigwl
Ganol farm at the time of the 1842 tithe survey and may still have been
involved in the operation‘of.the Nant mine (133).

Accurate details of production were not kept prior to the 1880s,
although- in 1830 an égreement to purchase Manganese from Nant mine
guotes a first delivery of’7D tons, and thereafter 500 tons annually (134).

However, as only 229 tons were in stock in November 1829 it is
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uncertain whethér this quota was met (135). At the same time it was
stated that plenty of manganese could be raised if a market was found
for it (136).

This theme runs through the history of mining within the study
‘area. From these small beginnings Manganese mining affected the
economic development of the area. Alréady it was bringing new people
into the parishes with their different experiences and expectations.
It was also beginning to provide an additional scurce of employment
and income to augment the level of subsistence of the small holders
and cottagefs, and gave hope of possible material improvements.
Developments however only occurred as a reaction to the market demand
for Manganese, and, as>this fluctuated, so too did the importance of

the manganese mining within the total life of the local community.

III. SOCIAL ISSUES.

The.study area was greatly affected by fluctuations in economic
coriditions, particularly the reduced need for farm labourers in the
post 1815 depression. This interacted with the fast growing population
resulting in scarcity of employment opportunities (137). Labourers'
families were barely maintained on potatoes, oatmeal and milk (138).
Rural hoﬁsing conditions showed little advance (139). Most farm
labourers were hired for six or twelve months and boarded at the
farm (140). This is confirmed in Table 4.9. which indicates numbers
of agricultural labourer's wives as head of household in 1851 (141).
Poverty was rife (142).

. A characteristic feature was. the absence of any pronounced class
division between tenant Férmers and their labourers. They usﬁally

worked, ate and worshipped together and, as they shared the same
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frugal existence the agricultural unrests occurring elsewhere was
absent fram L1§h (143).

‘PoorAfates continued to increase and in the 1830s the average
expenditure on the Poor in Rhiw was over £111 (144). Rhiw and
Llanfaelrhys parishes became part of the Pwllheli Union and in 1840
the Pwllheli workhouse was completed, with a Llanfaelrhys man appointed
as one of the four Relieving Officers (145). The local parish cottage
housed eight in 1851 whilst another thirteen werevonbparish relief (146).

One result of these and other difficulties was an increase in
emigration, particularly in the "hungry forties" (147).  Reports of
success from early emigrants also inducea others to follow (148). The
figures in Table 4.8. are substantiated by notes in the 1831 Census
returns (149). After 1851, when twenty emigrants left Western Ll?n,
migration patterns altered and local men now moved to Caernarvonshire

guarrying areas, themselves depleted by early emigration (150).

Table 4.8. Emigration to the U.5.A. 1795 - 1860.

From Caernarvonshire:

Years ’ » Number
1795 - 1801 586
1802 - 1816 | 1
1817 - 1820 326
1821 - 1830 497
1831 - 1840 513
1841 - 1850 2,235
1851 - 1860 1,390
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