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Functions / Services

o Flood storage ﬂood protectron wrldhfe habrtats nutnent
?."'cychng/storage and related pollutlon control landscape ‘
;A:; _f;‘:value, agrlculture recreatlon (1nc1ud1ng huntmg)

/ductlon of water erosron nnpact storage of groundwater

T T .and recharge » ; : :
(2) Coastal Wetlands S All those listed under 1) above, w1th the exception of aquifer
- recharge; shoreline protection/storm damage buffer zones;
| _recreation; extended‘food web control; salinity balance
SR . mechanism; commercial goods output.
(3) Wet meadows High biodiversity; hydrologic cycle control; landscape;
water quality and aquifer storage; buffer zones for
‘ agricultural run-off; recreation |
(4) Peatlands ‘ As (3) above; global. atmospheric cycle resource

: extractlon (energy and non—energy), spemahsed habitats.

Figure L1 o Functlons / servnces of the most threatened wetland types.
' v ' (Adapted from Pearce, 1990).

O’Sullivan (1995) goes on to say that wetlands provide a wealth of habitats for a vast array of
animals and plants, and this wildlife is itself greatly valued by people for a wide variety of
reasons. He states that, despite their obvious importance to humanity, scarcely a European
wetland is unaffected by humans. This clearly exposes one element of a dichotomy in the
human experience of water that, in order to exploit water and its environs, humanity has a
history of significantly changing the wetland landscape. But a second dichotomy for people is
that at numerous points of time in the country's history there have been distinct contrary
viewpoints and attitudes towards water and wetlands. Burton (1982) quotes an old Oxford
English Dictionary definition of 'river' as being 'the boundary between life and death'.
Purseglove (1988) lists many historical comments relating to wetlands as hostile environments
associated with noxious gases, bogland, fear of flood, and diseases such as malaria, bubonic
plague (via its link to wetland-dwelling rats), typhus and cholera. Early laws of the country were
related to the spread of water-borne diseases in urban areas. Current thinking on global warming
and climate change would suggest an increased incidence of insect-borne disease (for plants and
animals) and an increased occurrence of storms and flooding will become more regular features

of life in the UK (RSPB, online, undated[e]). Giblett (1996, p.1) comments:
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