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million m%day and the cumulative installed capacity was 52.3 million m*/day.
This production was from 13,869 desalination plants worldwide.

The World’s top 10 producers are given in table 1.1.

No. Producer Country Production (m°/d) %
1 Saudi Arabia 10,759,693 17
2 UAE 8,428,456 13
3 USA 8,133,415 13
4 Spain 5,249,536 8
5 Kuwait 2,876,625 5
6 Algeria 2,675,958 4
7 China 2,259,741 4
8 Qatar 1,712,886 3
9 Japan 1,493,158 2
10 Australia 1,184,812 2

Table 1.1: Top 10 country producers (4).

At the end of 2002, Multi Stage Flash (MSF) and Reverse Osmosis (RO)
accounted for 36.5% and 47.2%, respectively, of the installed brackish and
seawater desalination capacity (4). And, “With 97% of available water
represented by salty water with the Salinity Level > 35,000 mg/l, the largest
possible source of alternative water supply requires and will require
desalination” (4), as shown in Figure 1.1.
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