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To conclude | identify the potential implications for practice and offer a final

personal reflection on the process of undertaking this research study.
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enquiry and will conclude with a personal reflection on the impact of undertaking

this study.
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Identify, and engage critically
with, a knowledge base that is
appropriate to the area of
professional practice on which
your study is focused

relevant key theories/texts are identified, some of
which are at the forefront of contemporary issues
and debates in the field

theories/texts are used judiciously and critically to
illuminate the study

Produce evidence that clearly
demonstrates the outcomes of
the study and is appropriate to
context

the outcomes of your study are synthesised and
communicated effectively and in a format
appropriate to context and audience

evidence is presented in a way that is consistent

with the expectations agreed at the outset of the
study

* outcomes are reported in ways consistent with
relevant academic conventions

4. | Critically review how the = the contribution of the study to your personal
learning on this module has and professional development is presented in a
impacted on your professional clear and reflective way

understanding and practice = the ways in which the work undertaken in the
module has changed (or could change) your
professional practice is reviewed critically.

5. | Evaluate the significance of = the implications of your conclusions/

your study recommendations/supporting evidence for
children, students or other client groups in your
setting are reviewed critically

The following list provides an indication of what the most successful work on the
programme looks like. Whatever the format for assessment, it is work in which the
student:

engages with alternative interpretations and views;
. identifies key ideas and themes exploring unresolved or unresolvable issues;
e demonstrates breadth and depth of reading, and is able to critique and build on key

ideas;

¢ synthesizes ideas effectively in order to produce a coherent piece of work that is
appropriate to the assignment brief;

¢ organizes his/her work in ways that are carefully structured and conceptually
sound;

o illustrates the relevance of his/her work to professional practice;

« demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of impact;
shows an ability to theorise practice and to use theoretical understandings to
develop practice;
identifies further areas for research and/or theoretical development;
acknowledges complexity whilst maintaining a focused argument;
subjects own work to critical and evaluative scrutiny.



4. Hand-in Deadline and Arrangements

Work submitted by August 31st 2009 will go to the April Award Board. The next
submission date after that will be 28th February 2010.
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Nind et al (2004:268) reflect on the complexity of researching the development of inclusive
practice in schoals, referring to the '...cultures, attitudes, policies and practices (that) are
interwoven with complex contexts...” in this area of research.

In order for schools and the educational system to become fully inclusive there would need to
be a radical restructuring of mainstream schooling so that all schools can accommodate all
learners. This restructuring of the school system may well require a re-positioning of teacher
understanding about the work that they do and will depend on the development of teachers’
knowledge and understanding about working with a very diverse pupil population. The Social
Model of Disability (Oliver 19986), could provide the arena for developing policy in this area but
little is yet known about its current impact on teachers' perspectives.

The government’s promotion of ‘personalised learning’ (Milliband 2004 cited Wedell, 2005) is an
indication that education systems are moving towards a greater appreciation of the diversity of
learners’ needs within schools.

but it is not known to what extent teachers are engaging with and supporting this agenda.
Ainscow, Booth and Dyson (2004) argue that the most effective forum for developing teachers’
knowledge about inclusive practice is to work with practicing teachers, using their existing
teaching activity as the focus for their professional development. They argue that this use of a
teacher’s actual practice results in more specific learning for that teacher which allows her/him
the opportunity to reflect on and evaluate hisfher own practice and learning. This aspect of
teacher development is a central part of the move towards developing an education system that
is equipped to work with a very diverse range of pupil ability.

The process of attempting to transform schools into fully inclusive settings will be complex and
multifaceted. There is much current research which focuses on the role of the teacher and their
knowledge and practice within this process. The development of inclusive practice poses a
huge challenge for the teaching profession. Robert Berkeley (2001) maintains that teachers
have given the General Teaching Council the mandate to embrace the concept of inclusive
practice but that the role of ITE and CPD in this development is critical if teachers are to be able
to meet this challenge.

Avramidis et al (2000) cite two studies into teacher attitudes towards inclusion. In one, Vaughn
et al (1996) examined the perceptions of teachers, who were not involved in working in inclusive
settings, towards inclusion. The majority of these teachers had strong negative reactions to the
concept of inclusion and felt that policy makers were out of touch with the reality of a classroom.
These teachers identified several factors that they felt influenced successful inclusion including
lack of adequate teacher preparation. In another study, Villa et al (1996) working with teachers
who had active experience of inclusion found contradictory findings, namely that these teachers
favoured the inclusion of pupils with special educational needs in mainstream school. Teacher
commitment to inclusion often emerged towards the end of the inclusion programme when
teachers had had chance to acquire new skills and knowledge and to develop their confidence.
Other studies (LeRoy and Simpson, 1996) support these findings indicating that teacher
confidence, and one assumes also their knowledge and ability to apply this to their practice,
increases as they work with children on inclusive programmes.

Research evidence also indicates that university based CPD courses which encourage
reflective thinking and work focussed learning are more effective in producing change in a
teacher’s practice than training activities which are one-off events (Avramidis et al, 2000). This
is in line with the concept of learning being most effective within the context that practice takes
place for example within a Community of Practice (Wenger, 2007) or a networked learning
community (Cochran Smith and Lytle, 1999, Ainscow et al, 2004).
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The module will run either during Semester 1 or 2 in the coming academic year, 2008-9, and will
be a part-time module running fortnightly during the evening, in line with our current teaching
pattern. Data will be gathered during the sessions as well as at the end once the written
accounts have been submitted and marked.

Data analysis will take place as soon as possible after each session has been completed. The
reflective logs will provide a further seam of data, which will be available at the end of the
module. The timescale for data gathering will be 12 weeks for the data gathered directly at the
sessions. The written data will available at the end of the module, which will be either February
28™ 2009 or 31% August 2009.Data analysis and exploration of any themes arising from the data
will be on-going throughout the module, and will be completed by December 2009. | will then
complete the discussion of the findings, identifying any areas for further research, as well as
implications for practice in the area of teacher CPD and teacher training.Should | be unable to
secure the funding required to support a module then | will recruit participants as volunteers
who are interested in engaging with a research project to examine teachers’ perspectives of
teaching children with autism in mainstream primary schools. | plan to use the same
methodology of working with the participants as a group through a variety of refiective activities,
to interrogate the research questions.

I will offer two sessions of taught input from myself on areas of working with children with autism
that the group chooses as an additional incentive to participate in the research project. These
sessions will take place at the end of the discussion sessions and may be of interest to the
participants, The discussions within sessions will be audio and video recorded and the
transcripts analysed for content and any themes which arise will be identified. Teachers will also
be encouraged to keep a reflective log of their thinking as they engage with these sessions and
I will ask that the content of these accounts be shared with me as part of the data for the
research study. Data analysis will take place as soon as possible after each session has been
completed. The reflective logs will provide a further seam of data, which will be available at the
end of the module. The timescale for data gathering will be a maximum of16 weeks (sessions
will be spread out according to how the group wishes to organise itself but | anticipate they will
not be weekly sessions) for the data gathered directly at the sessions. The written data will be
available at the end of the sessions. It is anticipated that the groups will run from January to
April 2009 and that there will be a maximum of 6 meetings.

Data analysis and exploration of any themes arising from the data will be on-going throughout
the module, and will be completed by December 2008. | will then complete the discussion of the
findings, identifying any areas for further research, as well as implications for practice in the
area of teacher CPD and teacher training.The literature review will be on-going, and the
dissertation will be finalised by August 2010. | intend to submit the dissertation in September
2010.

2.5 Research Methods: (see Section 2 of notes)

This research study will focus on the perspectives of teachers working in the primary sector and
will focus on the education of children with autism in mainstream primary schools. Participation
in the study will not be restricted to teachers who work in mainstream primary schools but will
also include teachers who work in primary special educational settings as they will bring their
own perspective.

The methodology is qualitative and this will be a phenomenological enquiry .| want to work
within the principles of participatory research where the endeavour is a shared one between
participants and the researcher. Therefore the participants, who will be teachers working within
the primary school sector, will contribute to the design of the research by, for example, selecting
a series of session focus activities which they feel will allow them to explore aspects of autism
inclusion. Working with the understanding that qualitative research should be essentially ‘fluid
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Ethical issues relating to methodology:

Methodology which involves the use of a funded module:

Participants will engage with the module with the understanding that this is a funded
module that has been set up for research purposes. From the beginning they will have
an understanding that their work will be used within the research process and will be
asked to give their agreement to this. Participants will also be informed at the beginning
of the study that they have the right not to disclose any information they do not wish to
disclose and that they may withdraw from the study at any point in time

On the funded module benefits to participants from engaging in the research include
gaining credits within the MA programme and the opportunity to reflect on and develop
their own practice with other teachers

As researcher and also as module tutor and facilitator my role will be complex.
Participants need to feel confident that the aim of the module is not to establish an
agreed perspective on the issue of inclusion but to recognise and value the individual
perspectives that participants will present. | would wish to take the stance of ‘naive
enquirer’ as described by Kvale (1996) in this research study, acknowledging that the
purpose of the module is for the participants to engage freely with reflection on their
practice and on the education of children with autism in mainstream schools. The
perspective of each teacher will be respected and valued.

| acknowledge that it may be impossible for my own perspective to appear ‘neutral’ and
that this may influence how participants engage with the sessions and with what they
choose to talk and write about. It is inevitable within qualitative research that the
personal ‘bias’ of the researcher will be an influence within the research process, but
this is the nature of qualitative research in that it is can be described as ‘messy’

Methodology which uses volunteer participants:

Participants will engage with the sessions with the understanding that the sessions
have been set up for research purposes. From the beginning they will have an
understanding that the discussions will be recorded and will be used within the research
process and will be asked to give their agreement to this. Participants will also be
informed at the beginning of the study that they have the right not to disclose any
information they do not wish to disclose and that they may withdraw from the study at
any point in time

Potential benefits to participants from engaging in the research include the opportunity
to reflect on and develop their own practice with other teachers

Participants need to feel confident that within the sessions their perspective will be
valued and respected and that there will be opportunity to debate different perspectives
as well as to reflect on personal perspectives. | would wish to take the stance of ‘naive
enquirer’ as described by Kvale (1996) in this research study, acknowledging that the
purpose of the sessions is for the participants to engage freely with reflection on their
practice and on the education of children with autism in mainstream schools. The
perspective of each teacher will be respected and valued.

| acknowledge that it may be impossible for my own perspective to appear ‘neutral’ and
that this may influence how participants engage with the sessions and with what they
choose to talk about. It is inevitable within qualitative research that the personal ‘bias’ of
the researcher will be an influence within the research process, but this is the nature of
qualitative research in that it is can be described as ‘messy’ because of the social
complexity of the situations being researched.
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3. SUPPORT FOR THE PROGRAMME (see Section 3 of notes)

3.1 Director of Studies

Name:

Dr Karen Dunn

Qualifications:

Post Held:

Principal Lecturer
Head of ASECC

Organisation (if external to the University,** Faculty or
Research Institute/Centre)

** Approval for the appointment of an external Director
of Studies is granted only exceptionally. If necessary
a written statement justifying such an appointment
should be attached to the ED1 form.

Sheffield Hallam University

Full Carrespondence Address:

Faculty of Development and Society
Sheffield Hallam University

The Arundel Building

122 Charles Street

Sheffield S1 2NE

Experience of Supervision

University

At Sheffield Hallam | At Other UK At Overseas

Institutions Institutions

MPhIl/PhD | Ed.D MPhil/Ph | Ed.D | MPhil/PhD

D

Ed.D

Numbers Currently Supervising: 2 2

Numbers Successfully Completed:

Other relevant experience (eg. supervisor training undertaken at SHU or elsewhere,

doctoral level examining etc):

Outline of relevant experience and publications appropriate to the programme of

research:
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3.2 Second Supervisor (1)

Name: Dr Nick Hodge
Qualifications: EdD

Post Held: Senior Lecturer in Autism
Organisation (if external to the University, Sheffield Hallam University

Faculty or Research Institute/Centre)

Full Correspondence Address:

Sheffield Hallam University
The Arundel Building

122 Charles Street
Sheffield S1 2NE

Faculty of Development and Society

Experience of Supervision

At Sheffield At Other UK At Overseas
Hallam University

Institutions Institutions
MPhHIl/PhD ( Ed.D | MPhil/ Ed.D | MPhil/PhD | Ed.D

PhD

Numbers Currently Supervising:

Numbers Successfully Completed:

1 (virtual)

Other relevant experience (eg. supervisor training undertaken at SHU or elsewhere,

doctoral level examining etc):

Have completed Research supervisor training. Have examined an MPhil for the University of
Birmingham and an EdD for The Open University

Outline of relevant experience and publications appropriate to the programme of

research:

* Phenomenological Psychology focus on investigating experience for thesis
¢ Professional background in muiti agency working with health and education

Publications

Hodge, N. and Runswick-Cole, K. (2008, forthcoming) Problematising parent-professional
partnerships in education. Disability and Society.

Runswick-Cole, K. and Hodge, N. (2008, in submission) Educational Rights: challenging the
discourse of special education. British Journal of Special Education.

Hodge, N. (2008) Evaluating Lifeworid as an emancipatory methodology. Disability and Society,

Vol 23, 1:29-41.
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Appendix 2b

Participant Information as Powerpoint notes
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Appendix 3a

Excerpt from Individual Teacher Log: Dee
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Appendix 3b

Excerpt from Individual Teacher Log: Lynn
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Appendix 3c

Excerpt from Individual Teacher Log: Karen
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In ‘Removing Barriers to Achievement’ a greater flexibility in the curriculum is
suggested, to engage children with BESD issues. Allowing the teacher the
freedom to build on a child’s interests instead of being a slave to tests and the
national curriculum can only benefit every child, not only those with SEN.

Support in the classroom and class size is always a vital issue. With the best
will in the world inclusion should safeguard the interests of all pupils. A child
who is in the classroom but not involved or a class of children coping by
themselves while the adult focus is on one child is not true inclusion. With most
teachers not having a full time support staff, and class sizes of 30 plus, full
inclusion seems impossible. But with smaller classes and a flexible, trained
support network, it would be possible to be more fluid within the classroom.

Unfortunately a lot of this comes down to funding, smaller classes, more

support, more training, properly resourced classrooms are all reliant on bigger
budgets. Maybe that the underlying factor that would enable inclusion.
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Appendix 3d

Excerpt from Individual Teacher Log: Pat
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Appendix 3e

Transcript of Group Discussion: Week 2
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