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Abstract

Problems arise when women attend for obstetric ultrasound scans, not always fully aware of
the purpose of the examinations they have chosen to opt for and sometimes experience
anxiety, as their expectations are not met. This study has explored, through in- depth interviews
and ‘framework’ analysis, whether doctors are actively engaged in unbiased information-
sharing with pregnant women during their consultations. Through exploration of the literature
on women's and health professionals’ perspective on the use of obstetric ultrasound, a gap is
seen in the knowledge regarding the medical perspective on ultrasound use in pregnancy.
Results of this study revealed three themes relating to the doctor’s experiences of offering
obstetric ultrasound: doctors’ knowledge and understanding, their views on the practice of
obstetric ultrasound use and their ideas on the concept of ultrasound. These themes been
considered alongside the writings on power/knowledge, governmentality and self-surveillance
through risk theory, by the philosopher Michel Foucault (1926-84), as his ideas have been
central to this research question. The conclusion reached is that, although making changes to
doctors’ in house training may increase their knowledge of obstetric ultrasound, it may still be
the case that their professional position within society will still create a barrier to women making
informed decisions when requiring to consider opting for ultrasound scans during their

pregnancy.
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* Professional's role in provision of information and seeking consent for ultrasound
scans
e« Capabilities and limitations of ultrasound scans in pregnancy.

Appendix 6

Examples of searches with Key words, initially performed
(taken from 1995-2002)

Hits | Reviewed

Women's views, ultrasound and | 657 | Including 1 systematic review (reviewed 200

_pregnancy papers) used as a foundation search
Obstetrics, ultrasound, research | 15 1 litreview, 1 ethnography, 1 online questionnaire,
methods 1 grounded theory

Obstetricians role and prenatal 26 10 (not followed up if no abstract)
care

Decision making and obstetric 40 5 stored and 1 followed up related articles
ultrasound

Obstetrics and Pathways and 745 | Mostly quantitative studies and the practical role of
doctors experience pathways and care- plans for pregnancy and related
pregnancy conditions.

1 qualitative paper followed up

Informed choice and obstetric 540 | 18 followed up
ultrasound

Midwives views, obstetric 55 3 followed up
ultrasound

Doctors views, and obstetric 255 | 1 followed up
ultrasound
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