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chapter also includes my life history, as the researcher, to enable the reader to

understand my position and also by way of declaration of self; there is some

understanding in relation to my own bias and empathy for the social actors

engaged in the research

Figure 1: Model of Hermeneutics
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be discussed across the world, however has taken a prevalent position in
America with discussions on what should and should not be taught in school in
relation to evolution. Didier Raoult (2008: 2095) drawing on Popper’s
falsification theory argues “If we defend scientific theories with faith and Darwin
as a prophet, we will rehabilitate the conflict of evolutionism versus creationism.
A scientific theory is a way to understand the world according to current
knowledge. Such theory allows the creation of new data, in accordance with the
theory, to evolve (i.e., to integrate unpredicted data), and that such data should
be falsifiable.” Nagel (1987) and Warburton (2004) also suggest that a lot of
philosophy engages with the God argument: does it’he/she exist? There are
elements of consensus truth or revealed truths on either side of the ontological
spectrum. Religion could possibly be considered as a consensus truth, as
Johnson and Duberley (2000) discussed, in that any judgement as to the
truthfulness of an account or theory is the outcome of socially established
agreement or convention, between those who share a particular paradigm,

making truth a set of beliefs that have prevailed in a particular social context.

Meta-reflection: My strength of feeling when writing this led me to further reflect
on how this experience has impacted on me. | believe that if | was in a similar
situation now | would react differently, however my strength of views is still
within my core. | have questioned why | felt so passionately about the perceived
injustice and | feel this relates to my temperaments (Steiner, 1944) and my
sanguine and phlegmatic temperament suggests that | am drawn to the 'feeling’
end of the spectrum (Jung, 1971) and therefore | am more likely to focus on
people and subjectivity rather than objective and logical fact. | have revisited
this reflection and realised that | had not considered the impact my behaviour
may have had on my fellow boarders. This is an area that | need to be aware of
moving forward in my working life, in that whilst | may have a sense of injustice

for one individual, | need to consider the impact | am having on the wider team.

Following on from the concept of consensus truth, whilst studying English
Literature A Level at college, | engaged in a debate with my lecturer on
Shakespeare's Macbeth, in which we discussed Macbeth and Lady Macbeth

and which one had the megalomaniac tendencies!

15



Glamis thou art, and Cawdor; and shalt be
What thou art promised. Yet do | fear thy nature;
It is too full o' the milk of human kindness
To catch the nearest way: thou wouldst be great;
Art not without ambition; but without
The illness should attend it.
Lady Macbeth, Act I, Scene V
Shakespeare (1604-06) Macbeth

For me, the above text showed an air of ambition and a craving for power but
without going into too much depth, the lecturer obviously had the "stock" written
answer to this question, which did not allow for any debate; Macbeth was the
megalomaniac and this was the answer that was required to pass the A level.
This could be considered as a further iteration of consensus truth (Johnson and
Duberley, 2000). However, my own perception on this, and this relates to an
illustration of the hermeneutic approach in relation to personal interpretation of
text, was that we were interpreting a piece of work that had been written in the
1600s and there was no hard fact as we were unable to ask the author how he
originally saw the two characters. As Gadamer (cited in Grondin, 2011:14)
stated “in an exam one should give higher worth to the false answer which is
defended correctly than to a right answer (which is not). Otherwise what is
promoted in education is only conformity and adaptation to what already is.” In
relation to truth, this evidences perhaps the dominant paradigm at that point in
time in relation to Shakespeare's writing. Whilst the lecturer would have a wider
knowledge of the subject matter, there was still an interpretation of the
understanding of what was meant by Shakespeare, as there is with the majority
of literature that does not make the concepts explicit. Is this not why we read
books before seeing a film? | know that | much prefer to have read a novel
before | watch someone else's interpretation of a book, in order to create my

own understanding of what it meant to me.

Meta-reflection: | felt, when | read this back; this has lead me towards my own

philoéophical position being very subjective. This has led me to reflect on

16
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