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Note to parents/carers and teachers
This pack contains links to external websites.  Whilst we take every care to make sure these are 
suitable, you may want to check the content before showing them to children.

Let’s talk about…

Hands
compiled by Fufy Demissie

thoughtful conversations for families and schools
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Aristotle quote from  https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1041579

Maria Montessori quote from https://www.azquotes.com/quote/857986

Desiree Ho quote from  https://interlude.hk/the-incredible-human-hands/

Aristotle image: After Lysippos, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Maria Montessori image: Unknown author, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Quotes about hands

Desiree Ho
music science blogger

Maria Montessori
teacher

Aristotle
philosopher

With 34 muscles, 27 bones, 48 

named nerves and at least 123 

ligaments in each hand, the 

human hand is known for its 

ability to carry the entire weight 

of  a human body on just a few 

finger tips.
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The hand is the 

tool of  tools.

What the hand 

does the mind 

remembers.

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1041579
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/857986
https://interlude.hk/the-incredible-human-hands/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Aristotle_Altemps_Inv8575.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Maria_Montessori_(portrait).jpg
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How can we use our hands to 

show that we care about 

others?

Caring thinking

What can you tell from looking 

at other peoples’ hands?

Can you list all the words that 

have ‘hand’ in them?

Creative thinking

Can we use our hands to 

think together with others?

Collaborative thinking

Can you think with your 

hands?

Critical thinking

Thinking about hands
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ZOOM (in/out)DIVIDE LISTEN/LOOK

CONNECTThink AHEAD Think BACK

Can you list all the 

different ways you 

use your hands?
What do you notice 

about your hands?  Use 

a magnifying glass.

How is your hand the 

same and different 

from other animals?

Do robots use 

hands in the 

same way as 

humans? 

How is your hand 

connected to the 

rest of  your body?
How can you use 

your hands more 

to help you learn?

How many times did you use 

your hands today, and what 

were the reasons? 
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To find out more about the Thinking Moves A-Z 

visit https://dialogueworks.co.uk/thinking-moves/

https://dialogueworks.co.uk/thinking-moves/
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Discussion suggestions (age 3 - 5)

https://youtu.be/qw5HtvxAmr4

These Hands by Hope Lynne Price

In this book, the little girl describes all 

the different things her hands can do.

o How many things can your hands do?

o What kind of  things can you feel with your 

hands?

o What do you think it means that hands can talk 
and read?

Talking Points

o Notice the different things you do with your  

hands during the day.

o Use paint to make handprints and notice the 

patterns on your hand.

o Use your fingers to feel the textures of  as many 

different things as you can find.

Activities
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Stimulus

https://youtu.be/qw5HtvxAmr4
https://youtu.be/qw5HtvxAmr4
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Image: Cowplopmorris at en.wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons

o What do you think it would be like to talk with 

your hands?

o What do you notice about the hand gestures?

o Do you think everyone should learn sign 

language?  (Try to give reasons.)

o Learn some of  the sign language letters.

o Can you use the BSL alphabet to spell your 

name? 

o Compare sign language and verbal language –

what are the advantages and disadvantages of  

each?

Activities

Discussion suggestions (age 6 - 9)
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Stimulus Talking Points

The 

British 

Sign 

Language 

(BSL) 

alphabet

BSL is a 

communication 

tool for people 

who are Deaf  or 

have hearing 

impairments. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:British_Sign_Language_chart.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
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https:/ww.youtube.com/watch?v=OYVU9Ha_rHstic n: 
Image: Science History Institute, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons 

Haptic gloves make objects, scenery or people on 

computer screens feel like they are real life experiences.

Scientists hope that haptic gloves can be used in online 

games, online shopping and online communication with 

loved ones.

o How does the idea of  being able to sense things 

through haptic gloves make you feel? 

o Do you think that ‘holding’ a virtual object with 

haptic gloves can ever be the same as holding a 

real object with your own hands? 

o Write down some of  the advantages and 

disadvantages of  haptic gloves.  Discuss your 

ideas with friends.   

o Do some research to find out some of  the 

scientific ideas behind haptic gloves.

o Find out what the words bionics, cybernetics, 

and robotic mean.

Activities

Discussion suggestions (age 10+)
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Talking PointsStimulus

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Exo-Skin_Soft_Haptic_exoskeletal_interface_DSCF2171.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
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 More about HomeTalk, including previous editions

 Parent Talk Moves – tips for great conversations with your children

@dialoguewks

#P4C and #thinkingmoves

@dialoguewks

#P4C and #ThinkingMoves

To get HomeTalk emailed every week 

message https://bit.ly/hometalk-sign-up
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https://dialogueworks.co.uk/HomeTalk/
https://www.topsypage.com/blog/2020/4/3/parent-talk-moves
https://twitter.com/dialoguewks
https://www.instagram.com/dialoguewks/
https://www.instagram.com/dialoguewks/
https://bit.ly/hometalk-sign-up
https://twitter.com/dialoguewks
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o Introduces you to P4C Plus and builds your 

skills over the first year of  practice

o Equips you with a range of  skills to use in 

P4C inquiries and throughout the curriculum

o Includes premium resources and teacher 

guide

P4C Plus Foundation course (12hrs)

Teaching that puts more thinking into learning

o Shows you how Thinking Moves can enhance 

thinking in any subject, as well as in P4C 

inquiries

o Gives you practical guidance on how to 

embed Thinking Moves into learning

o Includes premium resources and handbook

Thinking Moves A – Z course (6hrs)

Making metacognition simple across the curriculum
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Both courses available online or face-to-face, for individuals or whole-school teams

See https://dialogueworks.co.uk/training/ for upcoming courses

Contact enquiries@dialogueworks.co.uk for bookings or more information

Training opportunities for teachers, support staff  
and parents

https://dialogueworks.co.uk/p4c-plus/
https://dialogueworks.co.uk/thinking-moves/
https://dialogueworks.co.uk/training/
mailto:enquiries@dialogueworks.co.uk

