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It seems to me an art comprising great knowledge, for I
know of no art or activity whatever, excluding the sciences
and painting, that does not need this as its principal
member. Therefore, in my opinion, if it were not for the
nobility of the material, I would say that the smith
working in iron should justly take precedence over the

goldsmith because of the great benefit that he brings.

Vannoccio Biringuccio 1540
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ABSTRACT

Fatigue Crack Propagation in Iron-Silicon Alloys

by

W Geary 1985

A technique for accurately monitoring fatigue crack growth
at near threshold growth rates has been established. The
characteristics of near threshold fatigue crack growth of

a number of iron-silicon alloys has been quantitatively and
gqualitatively investigated. Relationships have been
established relating the stress intensity factor, AK, and
the fatigue crack growth rate da/dN. At fatigue crack
growth rates approaching threshold the material has shown
some microstructural sensitivity and this has been related
to the stress intensity factor and the yield stress.

A relationship has been shown to qxist between the value
of the threshold stress intensit?ighd the inverse root
of the grain size, d-%, for each of the alloys investigated.
A model for near threshold fatigue crack growth has been
proposed and includes the contributions made by grain
size and crack tip plasticity.

This work has also shown that fatigue crack closure plays
an important role in the micromechanisms of fatigue crack
growth near the threshold at low R ratic s. A number of
mechanisms have been identified: c¢rack closure due to
the presence of oxidation products on fracture surfaces
in tests conducted in air,and closure due to the presence
of fatigue fretting, facet contact and a contribution

of mixed mode opening.

(viii)



INTRODUCTION

Little is currently known about the micromechanisms of
fatigue crack propagation at near threshold growth rates.

It is important from a design point of view that engineering
and metallurgical déta of this sort are-provided to allow
design of components and seléction of materials. capable

of withstanding a large number of cycles at low stress

pl2

intensity factor ranges for lifetimes up to 1 cycles.

Most studies of fatigue crack propagation have confirmed
that the crack growth rate da/dN is a function of the
alternating stress intensit???ZK, through the power law
expression da/dN = C(AK)®.  The expression, however, over

estimates the growth rate as AK approaches AKep,

Much work has been done on near threshold fatigue crack
growth on a wide variety of materials. However, the majority
of data has been obtained on complex alloy systems of

direct industrial application. These complex, multiphase,
industrial alloys are not ideally suited to the task of
determining the basic mechanisms occurring at low fatigue
crack growth rates. An iron silicén, single phase, system
was considered ideal for the purpose of assessing the effects
of wvariations in grain size on near threshold fatigue
crack growth. It was intended during this work to deter-
mine the effects of variations in grain size on AKTh levels
in terms of the micromechanisms of deformation and

fracture occurring at the crack tip.

(ix)



It is known that in pure iron; homogeneous wavy slip occurs )
and that a change to more plé;ar slip is caused by the ’
addition of silicon to iron. Screw dislocations tend to
remain on the (110) planes rather than moving by cross slip

onto other planes as in pure iron.

Restricted slip systems are produced in the iron silicon
alloys. It was intended during this research to examine
the effects of restricted slip systems on near threshold
fatigue crack growth rates and the interrelationships

between slip behaviour, crack tip plasticity and grain size.

This was to be achieved by the production of a series of iron
silicon alloys and the use of thermomechanical treatments to
produce a variable grain size. A number of compact

tension fatigue specimens were to be tested in tension -
tension fatigue, and monitored by a sensitive technique

to produce data relating the effects of grain size and

solute concentration to the near threshold fatigue crack

growth of these alloys.

(x)



1 REVIEW OF LITERATURE

1.1 STRESS DISTRIBUTION AROUND CRACKS AND CRACK TIP
PLASTICITY

1.1.1 INTRODUCTION

The primary variable which dictates whether and at what
rate fatigue crack propagation occurs under variable
loading conditions is the stress configuration immediately

adjacent to the crack tip.

A great deal of work has been concentrated on the solution
of elastic and elastic/plastic boundary conditions of
statically and cyclically loaded cracks. A comprehensive
review of stress and strain distributions around cracks is

given in the standard texts!,?.

Using thc stress co-ordinate system shown in Figure 1 after
Rice3, the elastic stress distribution around a geometric
stress concentration under Mode 1 opening is given by
Figure 2 (a). Under plane strain conditions where no
through thickness relaxation can occur, L. arises in order
to maintain elastic strain continuity. 1In plane stress

the value of S is zero and the distribution of Tyx is
diminished as contraction is allowed in the Z direction.
The edge of a body, in essentially plane strain, will be

in plane stress and the distribution is shown in Figure 2

(b).

The elastic distribution around a crack in Mode 1 opening

has been given by Irwin®.



%xx 1 - Sin(9/2) Sin(36/7)

: - ¥
Ty | = Ky (2rr) 3 Cos( /2)| Sin(6/,) Cos(36/,) -1
1 + Sin(® i
- in(6/2) Sin(e/7)
Tz = Tyz =0 o, = O Generalised plane stress
o, = v(oX + oy) Plane strain

\KI is the stress intensity factor for Mode I type opening
and is simply related to the elastic energy release rate.
Other equations exist for Modes II and III openings,

incorporating the respective stress intensity factors KII

and KIII.

Once determined, the stress intensity parameter K allows
comparison of crack tip elastostatics independent of

specimen geometry, crack length or applied stress.

If the ideal case of a crack of length 2a situated in

an infinite body subject to a stress o, in Mode I opening
is considered then the stress intensity at the crack tip
is defined as

KI=Ua/F5: - 2

In a cracked body of finite dimensions this equation is
modified by a dimensionless geometric parameter, Y, to
allow for specific boundary conditions.

K., =Y o, /na - 3

I a
When a body containing a crack is stressed elastically, it
is possible to produce high stresses at the crack tip which
may locally exceed the material's yield stress to produce

a plastic zone. The occurrence of plasticity under plane



Strain conditions causes T to rise at a much greater
rate than would be expected in order to maintain continuity

of the elements (Figure 3).

A simple estimation of the size of the plastic zZone at
the head of the crack under plane strain conditions is

given by Irwin",

The elastic stress distribution shown in Figure 4 (a) is
altered by an amount of yielding, Figure 4 (b), which is
small compared with the crack length and the dimensions
of the body. The plastic zone is considered to extend
a small distance ahead of the crack tip. Within this

zone the tensile stress oyy is equal to the yield stress.

An underestimate of the plastic zone size, w, can be
obtained by equating ny with the yield stress (oys),
Figure 4 (c). This is an underestimate as the stress
depicted by the shaded area oyy = oys and

oyy = K; -4
venr

is available for further yielding.

The magnitude of ry is then given by:-

= 2

Iy KI -5
znoys2

The shaded area can be shown to be equal to half the total

area under the curve up tor = Ty and it has been con-

ventional to equate w to a first approximation as:-



i "o_ysz

The plane strain plastic zone is reduced to '1/3 to account
for the effects of triaxiality on yielding and therefore

the plane strain plastic zone size is given by:-

W=1 [K 2
I -7

3 cys

The elastic stress distribution ahead of a crack can be
described by a modified stress intensity factor, K*,

where: -
K¥ = o/[n(a + ry)] - 8

S 1.1.2 CYCLIC PLASTIC ZONE FORMATION

It is assumed (see Figure 5) that the central region of a
thick test piece deforms under plane strain conditions;
local yieldiﬁg occurs around the crack tip; high con-
straints are set up and a triaxial stress state is

developed.

For a given crack opening displacement the plastic zone

size in plane stress is much larger than for plane strain
because yielding spreads under a shear stress component

which incorporates the full value of the local tensile stress,

The strain gradient in plane strain immediately ahead of the

crack is steep and crack extension is easier to achieve.

Figure 6 shows a schematic stress displacemeht curve for
the region immediately ahead of the crack tip during a

stress cycle. The specimen is unloaded from the peak of



the tensile stroke, the local stresses at the crack tip
unloaded elastically and then become compressive. Some
reverse plastic flow is then obtained when the compressive
stresses become equal to the flow stress in compression,
The amount of reversed flow at zero overall displacement
is given by the amount of flow corresponding to a material
with a flow stress 20yg. Then the reversed plastic zone

size can be estimated from:-

W=1 [AK 2 -9

31 | 20ys

The stress distributiqn produced by the displacement curve,
Figure 6, is indicated in Figure 7 (é), when a cracked

body is loaded by a system of stresses proportional to L,
and/the loading parameter is reduced by a quantity AL to the
lower level L-AL. On unloading a new reversed plastic

zone 1is formed embedded in the plastic zone accompanying

the original loading.

In practice complete reversal of the load is prevented by

the intervention of crack closure.

1.2 EXPERIMENTAL EVIDENCE OF PLASTICITY

Crack tip plasticity, as characterised by linear elastic
fracture mechanics, is a prerequisite for fatigue crack
growth and a number of workers have investigated this

plasticity experimentally.

Surface techniques 57 of plastic zone measurement will

refer effectively to plane stress conditions whilst internal

6—11
methods may refer to a state of stress anywhere



between plane strain and plane streés, being dependent

upon loading and geometrical considerations.

f
Evidence of the effect of staté:stress on zone shape and

magnitude has been provided by several techniques 8’ 6,

Weiss and Meyerson ° using two surface measurement

techniques showed that the size and shape of the plastic

zone produced by fully reversed bending fatigue is virtually
unpredictable but in general they observed zones smaller than
theoretically predicted. They suggest that local micro-
structural conditions such as the heterogeneous pre-
cipitiation of carbides in austenitic steels, at the crack

tip control the spread of plasticity.

Hahn et al8 verified the existence of two distinct regions
of plasticity surrounding a fatigue crack. Etch pitting
techniques revealed a region of highly strained material
adjacent to the crack, sharply delineated from a lightly
strained region spreading further into the bulk of the
material, indicating the presence of cyclic and mono-

tonic plastic zones.

Dislocation structures that exist around propagating
fatigue cracks have been the subject of investigation by a
number of workers!?, 10, 11 The majority of this work has
been carried out on f.c.c. materials where dislocation
structures are found to exist as cell substructures and
loops dependent upon AK, strain amplitude and stacking

fault energy.



Other investigations® have been carried out using resist-
ivity techniques and metallographic studies involving linear
analysis of the deformed material. Results suggested

that plastic zone sizes and shapes are controlled by local
microstructural conditions at the crack tip rather than stress
intensitgfﬁgnge'- Electron channeling contrast techniques
have also been used to investigate cyclic deformation and

subcell formation in fatigue crack propagation of a variety

of materialsl!3.

1.3 INTERMEDIATE RANGE FATIGUE CRACK GROWTH

1.3.1 MODELS

It is now widely recognised that fatigue crack growth rate,
da/dN, can be related to the alternating stress 1nten51ty'T¢°t°/

(MK = Kpax — Kmin) by the simple power law:-

da _ ; n
a = CUK) - 10

where C and n are constants!®

This equation gives an adequate, but not complete, des-
cription of behaviour for mid-range growth rates, (ie
approximately 10-® - 1073 mm/cycle for air). At higher
growth rates when Kpax approaches KIC’ the fracture tough-
ness, equation 10 underestimates the propagation rate!l®,
whereas at lower growth rates it is found to be con-
servative as AK approaches the threshold AK, AKTh )

below which fatigue crack growth cannot be detected.

(see Figure 8)

It has been suggestedl®, 17 that at high growth rates the

7



final acceleration to instability occurs at some critical
value of Kmax and is consistent with the linkage of
independahtlyinitiated facets. The model developed for
pearlite/martensite structures suggested that as a fatigue
crack encountered a band of martensite a smaller plastic
zone is produced, due to the higher yield stress, the
tensile stress is therefore higher and the martensite

band cleaves. As KmaX increases more cleavage takes place
and the uncleaved ligaments fail by tearing or accelerated

fatigue crack growth and the static modes of failure become

increasingly self sustaining.

Other models have also been produced involving static
failure mode variables but taking into account cleavage

failure modesl8’® 19,

Robinson et al?%, working on o titanium, found the fatigue
fracture process involved the formation of faceted regions,
primarily AK controlled, and their interconnection by

local plastic tearing (primarily K controlled). The

max
mechanism was seen as a discontinuous process on a
microscopic scale. Some grains, dependent upon their
crystallographic orientation, fractured to produce faceted

regions.

Crack growth by this faceting process will be restrained due
to the presence of ﬁnbroken~interconnected ligaments, and
those ligaments will in turn be subjected to increasing
stresses caused by the fracture of the surrounding material.

It was suggested that any factor, such as low R ratio,



that increased the difficﬁlty of attaining a sufficient
tensile stress level to cause ligament failure would

reduce the overall growth rate.

Knott?!, 22 has suggested a model based upon the coalecence
of microvoids formed around MnS inclusions (Figure 9). The
mechanism proposed suggested that inclusions near a sharp
crack are subject to increased | strains. Voids form at

low plastic strains because the MnS particles are bonded
very poorly to the ferrite matrix. Void growth is limited
until they are subjected to higher plastic strains and
triaxial stresses which are concentrated in the region of
the crack tip. The growth mechanism entails the growth

of the crack, by an opening and blunting mode, and

propagation to the nearest void.

Attempts have been made to describe region 'C' fatigue
crack growth where equation 10 is not applicable. Typical
of these equations is?3-

= 4 073
da = A | AK - 11
2 2 . g2
dN SuTS (K, K )

max

where A = A numerical constant which varies slightly with

the material

Kc = Iacture toughness
which describes fatigue crack propagation as Kmax approaches

the fracture toughness in pearlitic structures.

Others?* have proposed models based on the formation of

striations, the work hardening of material ahead of the



crack tip?2®, the propagation rate as a function 6f loading
parameters and material properties such as elastic modulus

and cyclic yield stress:-

2
dN am E o €
yc F
where o = A material constant having a value between 1 and 2

E = Elastic modulus of the material

Cyclic yield stress of the material

Q
]

yc
€ = A fracture strain term
and da K2 - K2 _, K_ .2 - K2 »
— o4 mjx min . 1. IC max - 13
2 _ w2
b Krc Kie® = Xnin

where B is a material constant.

1.3.2 MECHANISMS

It has been widely reported2® that at low AK values,
approaching threshold, and at high Kmax values approaching
KIC fatigue crack growth is sensitive to microstructure.
The mechanism of growth in the intermediate fatigue crack
growth range has been established by many workers!® , 27 28
as striation growth2®, 30 31 = 32 gnd the Paris equation
is obeyed in this rangel®, 33, 31 = 3% Research has shown

that each striation is produced by one cycle although every

cycle does not necessarily produce one striation3%.

v

Laird3® and others3’ considered the production of ductile
striations involves the alternate blunting and re-
sharpening of the crack tip, as shown by Figure 13, and

growth controlled by the local crack tip alternating plastic

10



deformation?* . Others have considered a shear decohesion

model appropriate in this growth regime (see Figure 14).

McMillan and Pelloux37 proposed a plastic blunting
mechanism for the production of striations which is
supported by the data produced by other workers38.
Striation spacings have been shown to correspond closely
with macroscopic fatigue crack growth rates3®, 8 6 however,
ductile fracture modes and cleavage have been found to be

associated with striations?2?,

Others3? have postulated that a transition from structure
sensitive to structure insensitive growth occurs in the
intermediate growth regime. Results indicated that the
relationship between the plastic zone size and the grain
size, or some controlling microstructural parameter, was

a controlling factor in this transition.

Gerberich et al%% have shown that where combined ductile
and brittle modes of fracture are observed then the
constant, C, in the Paris relationship depends in a

complex way on the stress intensity required to nucleate

cleavage:-
da _ AKY )
N 2 | 1 -1 - 14
dN  C o [ - =
-1 3
1 + 8/n Sec (Kmax/Knucl) 3

where C = a constant dependent upon grain size

K = the stress intensity required to nucleate

nucl
cleavage

11



1.3.3 MEAN STRESS EFFECTS

1.3.3.1  INTRODUCTION

Whilst it has been shown that fatigue crack growth is
insensitive to changes in mechanical parameters such as
frequency, waveform“! and thickness“? early investigations
on a number of materials“3 have shown constants n and

¢ in the Paris relationship may be influenced by inter-

mediate fatigue crack growth rates“.

However, most investigations“®, 3%, “® have shown the
effect of mean stress to be negligible in the intermediate
fatigue crack growth range, growth being primarily
dependant upon the alternating stress intensity where
growth appears to be controlled by the amount of crack
opening per cycle?? and is dependent upon the crack tip
plasticity and ultimately on the elastic modulus3?. A .
marked influence of mean stress has been observed at high
fatigue crack growth rates approaching KIc and also at

growth rates approaching threshold (Figure 15).

Irving and Kurzfeld“’ have shown for tests carried out in
vacuum, on quenched and tempered steel, that no influence
of mean stress is present at low values of AK, however,
some influence is observed at higher values. 1In contrast,
Ohta et al“®, working on stainless steel found a influence

of R ratio at all values of AK.

A number of wdrkers have indicated that the influence of

R ratio on fatigue crack propagation may be partly

12



explained by the mechanism of fracture. Investigations
have shown that as the mean stress increases the pro-
porfion of cleavage increases and the overall propagation
rate accelerates. Richieand Knott"“? have found that
provided the fracture mechanism was normal ductile
propagation, producing striations, mean stress had no
effect and g?owth depended on AK only and the occurrence

of periods of either void coalescence or intergranular

fracture lead to mean stress sensitivity.

A factor of ten difference in crack growth rates between
R ratios of 0.34 and 0.85 has been reported** in .cold
rolled mild steel; this was attributed to the presence of

residual stresses introduced as a result of cold working.

Frost et al"3 reported the influence of mean stress levels
in an Al 5.5% Zn alloy to be attributable to the presence’
of hard intermetallic impurities in the alloy causing-

periods of fast fracture accompanying normal fatigue

crack growth.

Static modes of failure have been reported by a number of
warkers“>, %0 to account for R ratio effects, and in the
absence of these static modes, growth rates are insensitive

to mean stress levels.

Work on a high nitrogen steel®! tested near the ductile
brittle transition temperature and a temper embrittled steel®’

suggesfedxhat cleavage 'bursts' occur at a critical value

13



-

of maximum stress intensity factor, Kpax®

It has been shown for negative R ratio tests® that the
compression portion of the loading cycle does not~signifi—
cantly affect crack growth rates except when tensile residual
stresses are present. It was also indicated that the
transition from a ductile mode'nwﬁﬁ%( ~to the crack
direction to a shear type mode at 45° to the propagation
directions (see Figure 16) occurredat growth rates of

2 x 1077 to 7.3 x 10~7 mm/cycle for all R values in

aluminium alloy sheet, but is dependent upon thickness.

1.4 NEAR THRESHOLD CRACK GROWTH MODELS

A considerable amount of work has been carried out in
recent years to determine the mode of failure and nature
of near threshold fatigue crack‘growth. It has been
suggested??® that facet formation observed in the

threshold region may be the result of small scale reversed
plasticity ie amode of growth resembling stage I occurring
on a grain to grain basis. Although unlike stage I,
cracks do not in general form on the primary slip plane

it is clear from the large deviations out of the macro-
scopic crack growth plane that an element of shear mdde

growth is involved.

Other workers have produced dislocation models for fatigue
crack growth at low stress intensities!?, 53, Hornbogen
et all? proposed a dislocation model based upon the
relationships between plastic zone sizes and grain sizes.

The model is shown schematically in Figure 10. The cyclic

14



plastic zone is approximated by 6f, the static plastic

zone size by 6g and the grain size by D.

§ =1 [K 2
S o max - 15
6nl o
Vs
and
- 2
Gf =1 [AK - 16
8t | o
NS

where o S is the yield stress of the material.

When,af < 8y < D. Dislocations are nucleated at the crack
tip and travel to the interior of the grain until the

external stress has exceeded the yield stress.

When Gf < D < Ss. Dislocations pile up at the grain boundary
under static stfess and cross slip out of one plane
becomes more likely than in the previous stage. The size

of the pile up in this case is limited to the grain size.

When D < af < GS. As GS is larger than éf dislocations
are nucleated in two or more grains ahead of the moving
crack. The size of the pile up is limited by the grain
size; additional cross slip and nucleation of slip at

grain boundaries.

Sadanada et al®3 introduced a model based on the minimum
AK réquired to cause the nucleation of a dislocation
at the crack tip,

AKmin = 27rprt

¢os 6/, sin 6/, cos 0/,

15



where o Distance between dislocation and crack.
17, = Total stress necessary to nucleate and move a

dislocation from the crack tip.

8 = Crystallographic orientation of the slip system

with respect to the crack plane.

The model suggested that the threshold AK is nearly

independent of all material properties except elastic

modulus.

A number of workers have tried to relate the fatigue

threshold AK to the R ratio.

Masounave and Bailon suggested a relationship of the

form,

AK = AKO(l - R) . - 18

Th

where AKO is the stress intensity factor at R = O. This

relationship predicts that. AK is a linear function of

_ Th
R only. Other workers®® have suggested an adaption of

this,

- By -
AKTh Ko(l R) 19

where y is a constant.

The data from a number of sources appears to fit an

expression of this form.

Davenport and Brook®® have suggested that a simple power

law relationship does not exist and proposed the expression

AK = AKO 3 (Kc - Kmax) (1 - R)

(Ko - AKg)

Th - 20
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which predicts a decreasing threshold AK with
increasing R ratio. This equation can be approximated to
the Klesnil and Lukas relationship3’ with exponent 0.33

when Km is equal to AK and has been demonstrated

Th(o)
to be appropriate to 0.15% C 1.5% Mn steels.

ax

A model proposed by Schmidt and Parisl®® related the crack

closure phenomena to load ratio effects at the threshold:-

for low load ratio:- AKTh = Kmax - Kmin = Kmax (1 - R)_ 01
= (KCL + AKO) (1 - R)
for high load ratio:- Km = AK AK

ax Th _ (o] - 292
1-R 1-R '

where AKO Stress intensity range above'KCL necessary to

produce crack growth at the threshold.

KCL = Stress intensity necessary to open crack.

The relationship predicted an R ratio cutoff point above
which threshold AK was unaffected by R ratio. The

theory fitted the data for a number of materials.

A model based upon strain controlled fracture criterion
and effective stress intensity factor, AKeff

1+n 2.1+n 2 2
= - A - A
da = 2" (1 - V)" (8K ¢ K” o) - 23

l1-n 1+n 1+n
dN 40(1 + n)woyC (E) €

.where n = Cyclic strain hardening exponent

o

ve Cyclic yield stress

g True fracture strain

o A constant describing the state of stress
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AK = Minimum value of AKTh

¢ Th

and has been applied to low alloy steels®7,.

A simple model proposed by Masounave et al®® to explain
the grain size effect produced in the near threshold
region is based on the microscopic crack path morphology.
This model is also the basis of one produced by Priddle>?.
Near threshold facture surfaces are characterised by
considerable zig-zag deviations of the fatigue crack

from the plane normal to the principa! stress. The
magnitude of the deviations is greater in coarse grained
material than in fine (Figure 11). Fracture mechanics
theory applies to a crack which is assumed to grow
perpendicular/to the principal stress. In practice the
AK value is lower than that predicted from the stress

" intensity calibration. Crack deviafion away from the plane
of maximum tensile stress leads to a reduction in KI and
and increase in KII stress intensity components (Figure
12). Further reduction in AK arises due to an increase
in the real crack surface area compared to that obtained

from macroscopic measurements.

Modelling crack growth, particularly near the threshold
is difficult since the influence of microstructure on
mode I/mode II growth must be considered. It is even
more complex if the crack is advancing in a discontinuous
manner, held up at various points along its leading edge
by microstructural obstacles. McEvily®Y has proposed a
model where growth is related to the crack opening

displacement with a modification to take into account

18



the contributions of static modes of separation in the

growth process,

_ 2
da A AK AKTh(R)) 1 + AK

dN o E K -K
ys c max

= 1
where AKTh(R) 1 R AKTh(o) _ o5
J 1 + R

Yield Stress

g

ys

E = Youngs Modulus

A = A material constant depending upon material and
environment

Kc = Fracture Toughness

Others®! , 62 have attempted to include a component to take
into account crack closure effects (see Section 1.5.3.7)
on the unloading part of fatigue cycle. This has lead

to the formation of further equations:-

da _ 1 m!
2= cl (MK gp) - 26

where AKeff is the effective AK and is eaqual

to Km - K opening.

ax

The relationship between %%

linear for low carbon steels®!.

and K has been shown to be
eff

Tanaka®3 has proposed an empirical relationship taking
into account microstructure , material strength, fracture
toughness and specimen thickness, for ductile steels in

the intermediate to threshold range:-
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g% = 1.700 x 107%(AK/103.6)™ - 106 - 27
and
MKy, = 163.6(5.88 x 1073y 1/m ~ 28

Other relationships have been determined for brittle steels.
Petit and co workers®“ have proposed a relationship which
describes crack propagation from the threshold to inter-

mediate rate and include an environmental constant.

. a m
da - 1 - KTh Kmax

— = e(R, @) 29
dN Kmax KTh

where m is a constant depending upon the environment.
Further models attempt to include terms describing the
critical crack root radius, the strain distribution

and the plastic zone size:-

AK =E e. /27 p_. - 30

Th T min

where Pin = Critical crack root radius
E = Youngs Modulus

€ 5= Real fracture strain.

1.5 FATIGUE THRESHOLDS

1.5.1 INTRODUCTION

Little is currently known about the micromechanisms of
fatigue crack progagation at near threshold growth rates.

It is important from a design point of view that engineering
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A

and metallurgical data of this type is provided to allow
design of components and materials®3, capable of
withstanding high frequency low amplitude loading for

lifetimes up to. 10!? cycles.

Most studies of fatigue crack propagation have confirmed
that the crack growth rate da/dN is a function of the
alternating stress intensity AK through the power law

expression,
da/dN = C(aK)" . - 10

The expression, however, overestimates the growth rate

as AK approaches AKTh.

It is well éstablished17, 33 86 that a threshold for

fatigue crack propagation does exist. However, the

exact nature of this threshold has yet to be adequately

described. The micromechanisms of low growth rate fatigue

are complex and a study of the literature®’ indicates that
are deimed

at least 10 different propagation modes,occur. Other

than metallurgical variables there are a number of

factors which may lead to an increase in threshold:-

crack tip blunting, bifurcation, closure and residual

stresses.

1.5.2 MEAN STRESS EFFECTS

1.5.2.1 INTRODUCTION

The influence of mean stress is often expressed in terms

of load ratio, R, (= Kmin/Kmax)’ while it is known that
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there is little influence of load ratio in the mid-range,
growth rates near the threshoid have been identified as

being sensitive to load ratio (Figure 17)

It has been widely reported®>-76 that decreasing the load
ratio, increasing grain size?% and increasing the inter-
sititial alloying content all produce significant
reductions in fatigue crack propagation rates at low

AK.

Cooke et all7 noted that the threshold fatigue crack
growth behaviour was dominated by the R ratio such that
Kmax rather than AK controlled the kinetics; Kmax at the
threshold remained relatively constant over the range of
R values. Others have observed Kmax control on threshold

values up to specific values above which threshold values

tended to be AK controlled.

Richie found the increaseddependence of AKTh on strengthl?
was less marked at high R ratios (Figure 18). McEvily et
al’?7 working on Ti-6A1-4V has found reasonable comparison

of results with an expression of the form, -

- [1 - R
Kn = /17 & Frh(o) _ 31

where KTh(o) is the threshold at R = O

Many other attempts have been made to relate the threshold
AK to mean stress, one by Radhakrishnan’® appears .
to fit experimental data for steels and aluminium

alloys:-
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1'1;25 + 1.14]+ 0.7 log(l - R) - a9

log (AK)Th ={ -
where n is a constant.

The load ratio dependence on near threshold growth, however,
is found to be lower with increasing temperature®® and inert

environments37, 46 77,

Experiments carried out on En 24 and Ti-6A1-4V inx vacuum"®

indicated that near threshold crack propagation rates and
the value of AKTh'were completely independent of load
ratio. This lack of R dependence for tests in inert
conditions has been confirmed for low alloy martensitic

steels tested in vacuum“’.

Other studies of Ti-6Al1-4V show that for tests in vacuum
the dependence of the threshold on mean stress is markedly
reduced though not eliminated’® the value of the threshold

was significantly higher than in air.

These results indicate that the effect of load ratio on
near threshold fatigue crack propagation rate may be
attributed, in part, to some environmental interaction.
The lack of load ratio effect on higher, mid-range growth
rates is consistent with this since the environment may

be unable to keep pace with the crack velocity.

More recenf explanations of the load ratio effect have
centred around the phenomenon of crack closure®8-70 which
suggests that as the R ratio is decreased then a value
of R is reached where the crack closes as the minimum

of the stress cycle is approached. The crack closure,
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occurning at positive loadsabove Kmin’ reduces the effective

AK applied and therefore produces a higher value of AKTh

1.5.3 MICROSTRUCTURAL FACTORS

1.5.3.1 MATERIAL STRENGTH

Investigations have indicated that fatigue crack propagation
in metals is largely independent of yield strength®’ and
Lindley and Richards have found that raising the strength
level by an order of magnitude does not affect the crack
growth rate, over the mid-range, by more than a factor

of two or three8?,

The effect of material strength on intermediate growth rates
has been investigated by\Dowse and Richards®!, working on
low alloy steel weldments. They observed a marked

reduction of crack propagation rate when a crack reached

the hardened heat affected zone of the weld and con-

sidered this to be due to a reduction in the plastic zone
size. No difference in crack propagation mechanism was

observed between parent metal and heat affected zone.

However, at near threshold levels, material strength has
been observed to have a large effect on the value of the

threshold, AK., 7% (see Figures 18, 19). 1In low

Th
strength ferrite-pearlite steels, values of threshold
have been observed to decrease significantly with
increasing strength®®, 176, 82 A large effect has been

observed for high strength martensitic .steels where the

controlling measure of strength was the cyclic rather
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than the monotonic yield strength??®. Coarse grained
precipitation hardened ferritic microstructures
significantly lower growth rates near the threshold and
have a more pronounced effect than higher strength
bainitic or martensitic structures®3. The effects of yield
strength on AK have been summarised for a number of

Th
steels (see Figure 20).

The effect of strength on near-threshold crack propagation
behaviour is significantly less at high R values?®.

Varying the strength in low strength steels may involve
variations in the ferrite grain size which also has a

strong effect on near-threshold behaviours8, 19, 3%,

The effect of tempering temperature has been investigated
for a low alloy steel®® and a peak value of threshold AK
obtained as a function of tempering temperature (as the
tempering temperature is raised then the U.T.S and the
yield strength decrease continuously) (see Figure 21).

The threshold is then dependent on strength level on one
side of the maxima and a characteristic material pdrameter
on the other. Therefore a suitable combination is required
to give the optimum threshold value. Results showed that a
coarse grain size and lath martensite gives inferior
thresholds compared witH a mixture of plate martensite and

lath martensite formed in finer grained material.

The dependence of AKTh on strength may be due to a number
of factors,such as - larger plastic zones in lower strength

material may retard crack growth.
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Alternatively higher strength steels may be more susceptible
to the effects of hydrogen, due to higher equilibrium

solubility of hydrogen.

1.5.3.2 GRAIN SIZE EFFECTS AND CRACK TIP PLASTICITY

1.5.3.2.1 INTRODUCTION

It has been shown that grain refining can be beneficial in
raising the fatigue limit or the endurance strength of
materials®®. Most studies at intermediate growth rates
have 'shown that grain size has little effect. HoWever,

a number of studies on titanium alloys and steels indicate
that a grain size effect is present at higher growth rates

67 (see Figure 22).

At very low growth rates an effect has also been shown to
exist. Several workers®’, 29 87 88 pnaye observed an
improved resistance to near threshold propagation with

an increase in grain size (see Figure 23).

A number of investigators®® have reported a linear
relationship between threshold and grain size, whilst
others®®, 6l have shown the threshold value to vary

linearly with the square root of the grain size.

Robinson and Beevers?? have reported an order of magnitude
decrease in near threshold growth rates in o« Titanium after
coarsening the grain size from 20 to 200 pym. Similar
effects have been observed in Ti-6A1-4V. A marked increase
in threshold AK values has also been observed in a range

of low strength steels by increasing the ferrite grain
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size, 58, 90 76 Ipn these studies material strength
was not controlled and the effect of grain coarsening

may have been masked by a decrease in material strength.

Comparisons of threshold stfess intensity values as a
function of grain size, at constant yield strength,
have been made in high strength steels?®, 30, 72 and it
has been determined that coarsening the prior austenite
grain size by an order of magnitude led to a decrease

. in near threshold growth rate but left the threshold
value unchanged; further data on low strength steels
indicated a strong grain size affect on the normalised

threshold!3.

An increase in the threshold of duplex structures with

an increase in the grain size has been attributed to a

decrease in notch sensitivity with a decrease in strength

level. It was shown?® that the martensitic phase was
a barrier to crack growth and a crack could only prop-
agate if the plastic zone size exceeded the size of the

martensitic phase.

Masounave and Bailon!® have shown a linear relationship
to exist between the threshold stress intensity AKTh
and the grain size d%(Figure 24) and produced an

expression relating AKTh to d%.

1
—_— 2 -—
MKy, = (1 - R) (aK_ + K.d%)

where AKO Threshold when R = O

=~
[

Factor dependent upon the lIocal stress ahead

of the crack.
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The threshold AK has also ‘been shown. to

vary linearly with the monotonic yield stress®? and

the mean stress’?. Thompson®? has suggested that

the influence of grain size on fatigue, in a low carbon
steel, may be correlated with the ease of cross slip

of the system.

In contrast to other workers Robin et al®l found no
significant effect of grain size on the fatigue

threshold, in aluminium alloy. Fracture surfaces

consisted of flat facetsseparated by steps, the facets

being approximately equal to the grain size. They

determined that the relationship between the grain size

and the plastic zone size was not significant in the tran-
sition from crystallographic type growth to non-crystalographic
growth. Transition occurred at a constant growth rate

independent of grain size.

Higo et al’?, working on Cu-Al alloys, have noted a

regular increase in fatigue crack threshold with a-%

which becomes more pronounces as the stacking fault

energy is decreased (see Figure 25). The fatigue

fracture surfaces showed a high proportion of intergran-
ular facets at low AK levels. Their explanation

suggested that a process depending on reversed dislocation
movement at the crack tip was a function of the alter-
nating plastic strain amplitude. Lower strains would

Abe developed in higher yield strength material for a

given AK; if a critical value of alternating plastic

strain amplitude, Aep, were required to produce crack
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growth then this would require a higher AK so that an

increase of AK with yield stress would be expected.

Th

If a constant reversed plastic zone size were required to
propagate a crack then AKTh would vary in a linear manner

with yield stress.

1.5.83.2.2 PLASTICITY EFFECTS

1t has been observed by many workers?® that the threshold
condition is achieved when the reversed plastic zone size

is of the order of the grain size.

Robinson et al?® have noted the occurrence of grain
orientation control when the reversed plastic zone

size was approximately equal to the grain size.

Others33 have shown that as the reversed plastic zone
size exceeds the scale of the microstructure a growth
mode occurs which is insensitive to microstructure, R
ratio, and to a large extent environment. Where the
reverse plastic zone size is smaller than the scale of
the microstructure, stage I type growth occurs and this

process tends to be Km rather than AK dependant.

ax

A number of workers®!, 67 have reported the transition
from structure insensitive growth to structure sensitive
growth to occur when the reversedplastic zone size was

of the order of the grain size. The dislocation structure
ahead of a crack and the effect of a change in grain size
is schematically shown by Lindigkeit et al®3, 9 in

Figure 26.
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Taira et al®! working on low carbon steel, showed that the
ratio of the reversed plastic zone size, Wrev’to the

grain size, d, to be of the order of 1.5 - 2. Theyproposed
that the threshold cohdition is determined by whether the
slip band near the crack tip propagated into an adjacent
grain or not, and that the slip band propagation was

governed by the AK at the slip band tip. It was suggested

that the microscopic K could be approximated by:-

K" = K - Ko ¥ - 38
where Kfr* = 2 Jg'ofr* /E;7; - 34
and cfr* = flow stress in the slip zone
EF = size of the slip band zone in the forward
direction

= g 4 / /
and thus K = K~ + 2 /2 ofr* gF/ﬂ - 35

and at the threshold
_ I
KTh = K CVH + 2v2 cfr*‘/P2S/n - 36

Gerberich et al®7 suggest that although the R.P.Z.S might
be fundamental to the transition from microstructure
sensitive to microstructure insensitive growth near the
threshold, this zone was an order of magnitude smaller
that the controlling microstructural parameter in Ti-6Al-
4V. They also reported a poor correlation between the

R.P.Z2.S and AK in steel.

Th

These workers indicated that at the threshold, the stress

distributions associated with the crack, which is a
30



semi-cohesive zone associated with the selective cleavage
of the microstructure and the plastic zone, must be in
equilibrium. An expression was derived for a central

crack length 2c¢ in an infinite plate:-

To - 20 Cos™! (E) - 2(o - o__) Cos-! (R)= o) - 37
sc a ysS sc a
where o = Applied stress
Osc = Stress in semi-cohesive zone
Ous = Yield stress in plastic zone
2c = Real crack size
2b = Real crack + semi-cohesive zone size
2a = Fictitious crack containing all three zones

The agreement with experimental results from a number of

sources was reasonable, (see Figure 27).

1.5.3.3 EFFECT OF GRAIN BOUNDARY SEGREGATION

It is well known that grain boundary segregation can
severely impair toughness of low alloy steels (temper

embrittlement).

A study has been conducted?’? on the effects of impurity
segregation on near threshold fatigue crack propagation,

in an ultra high strength steel. (Tests were conducted

at the same grain size and yield stress). It was
determined that no difference in propagation rates was
observed between the unembrittled and embrittled structures
at mid-range growth rates. At near threshold levels,
impurity induced embrittlement gave rise to vastly

accelerated growth rates and a corresponding reduction in
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AK at both high and low R ratios.

Th

This effect was accompanied by a significant increase in
the proportion of intérgranular fracture in the embrittled
steel close to the threshold. This effect at low growth
rates compares to little or no effect at intermediate

rates.

1.5.3.4 EFFECT OF MATERIAL PURITY

It has been observed that crack propagation rates are
consideraﬂly enhanced by the presence of impurities in
steel (see Figure 28). Evans et al®%, working on En 24,
showed a threefold decrease in propagation rates in high
purity alloys compared with a standard commercial alloy,

at near threshold 2K.

Differences in growth rates were most apparent in the
Paris regime; the growth data tending to converge near the
threshold. Less convergence of data was observed in tests
carried out in vacuum, however, differences in tempering

temperature were also shown to affect growth rates.

1.5.3.5 MICROSTRUCTURE AND MECHANISMS

The importance of microstructural parameters in very low
growth rate fatigue has been the subject of study by a
number of workers and it is known that changes in the
microstructure in,for example,weldments,® can lead to a
considerable difference in growth rates. A decrease in
the interlamellar spacing, in the absence of ferrite

matrix hardening, increases the threshold values for
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fatigue crack propagation in pearlitic steels? .

Although it has been Qidely reported?* that near threshold
fatigue crack propagation is sensitive to microstructure,
the precises mechanisms are not known. Macroscopically

a band of corrosion product is generally observed on
fracture surfaces in the area where growth rates have

been less than 1078 - 1077 mm/cyclel7, 46 7%  This
indicates the presence of environmental action at near

threshold levels even in air.

Microscopically, near threshold growth has been termed
microstructurally sensitive2%, 27 17 37 = 4 owing to the
presence of isolated planar, transgranular or intergranular
facets within a flat, ductile transgranular model7.
Secondary cracking and rough steps may also be present

and may be indicative of environmentally sensitive
fracture. The dependence of intergranular fracture on

AK and Kmax at threshold is shown in Figure 29.

Work on iron carbon alloys3l! determined that failure at

low growth rates was preceeded by intergranular separation
of ferrite grains. Slip lines across these.grains indicated
that slip has occurred within them after the passage of the
crack tip. These features were observed to occur when the
revercedplastic zone size was approximately equal to the

grain size.

The appearance of isolated intergranular facets“® in
addition to ductile striations has been observed by a

number of workers“9. It has been shown that rates of
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growth in the near threshold reéion.vary depending on the
type of microstructure present. Fracture surfaces have
been observed to be very irregular in appearance and
contain many deviations from the primary fracture plane??.
This scale of irregularity was found to increase with the
scale of the microstructure, in agreement with the model
proposed by Masounave et al®®. The mechanism for the
formation of these facets in the threshold region is
thought to be the result of small scale plasticity, a
pseudo stage I mode of growth occurring on a grain to

grain basis.

Further investigations suggest that these facets, unlike
stage I cracks, do not in general form on the primary
slip plane; but is is clear from the deviations that an

element of shear is involved.

Irving et al® suggested that the formation of fracture facets
was aided by shear modes of failure rather than tensile
-mode I (Figure 12) which operates once the transition to
structure insensitive growth hés occurred. They conclude
that structure sensitive growth consisted of facet

formation in a pseudo stage I shear mechanism, coupled

with an environmentally assisted failure of the inter-
vening regions. It was proposed that a two stage mechanism
existed; one part AK controlled (the formation of facets

at and ahead of the crack tip) and the other Kmax

<

controlled (the inter-connection of these facets).

Experiments on ultra high strength steel?® determined

that fracture consisted of a flat transgranular mode
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with isolated segments of intergranular separation. Others
have shown that fracture path topography is strongly
sensitive to the orientation of the grains through which

the crack front passed.

The threshold condition for microscopic fatigue cracks in
two phase microstructures, for example martensite/ferrite,
has been shown to be controlled by the martensite phase,
and a crack growth resistance term KTh(m) represents a
material characteristic. Smaller values of AK; compared
With'KTh(m), will produce non propagating cracks in the
matrix. A further observation suggested that the crack
front near the threshold is moving in a discontinuous
manner with the fropt being held up at various points

by microstructural obstacles (second phase particles,

ligaments or improperly oriented colonies of grains).

The presence of static modes of failure during fatigue at
low growth rates has been seen to be as a result of
restricted slip systems3%, embrittlement and environmental
influences and it is known that control of the micro-
structure can lead to an improvement in threshold

behaviour?6.

Gerberich et al®’ considered a mixed mode of fracture at
near threshold growth rates where cleavage occurs in large
grains but not in some of the smaller ones. The résulting
1igament acts as a traction on the crack preventing
opening, thus reducing the AK at the crack tip.
Alternatively fracture may occur in those grains which

are most favourably orientated and those which are
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unfavourably orientated remain as ligaments.

The dynamics of ligament fracture and static discontinuous
fracture modes are among a number of variables which may‘
influence very low crack growth rates; others may be crack

blunting, crack branching and void formation.

1.5.3.6 THE BEHAVIOUR OF DISLOCATIONS '

1.5.3.6.1 INTRODUCTION

It has been known for many years that dislocations play

a significant part in the conditions for crack growth?38

and theories of their role are well developed®®, 100 101

Work in the early 1960's!02 on fatigue induced dislocation
sub-structures in poly—crystaﬁine aluminium showed

even at'low_strains; large concentrations of dis-

location loops were found in the vicinity of sub-grain

boundaries.

Recent investigations have indicated the presence of
dislocation tangles!?3 and cell sub-structureslO%,6 105
adjacent to the crack tip. Katagiri et all03 have

noted in addition to a high density of dislocation tangles

a change in sub-structure on lines radiating from the

crack tip at 600 to. the direction of crack growth. They
suggested that the slip band/dislocation structure

indicated a complex strain distribution occurring near

lines of discontinuity in crystallographic orientation.

Intense plastic flow was observed at the tip of the crackalong

the planes close to the plane of maximum elastic shear stress.
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A number of models have assumed that crack growth is
facilitated by the nuéleation and motion of dislocations
at the crack tip. It therefore follows that easier
nucleation of dislocations enables crack growth to occur

at lower AK:with less crack tip plunting.

1.5.3.7 CRACK CLOSURE CONCEPTS

Recent theories of fatigue crack growth, particularly in
the threshold region, have suggested an effect of crack

closurelf6 on threshold values.

It has been postulated that as the R ratio is decreased
then a value of R is eventually reached where the crack
begins to close as the minimﬁm stress intensity of the
load is approached. Crack closure reduces the effective
AK applied to the specimen and so has the effect of
raising the apparent threshold stress intensity measured

for a given R ratio.

If closure does not occur then the R dependence of AKTh

disappears.

Alternatively the R ratio effect could be caused by the
formation of oxide which acts to hold the crack open
at low R ratios leading to a reduction of the effective
AK applied tolthe crack and a consequent rise in the

apparent AK This would also account for the lack of

Th®

any effect in vacuum.

Work on fully pearlitic steels at low R valuesl07 has

indicated the presence of oxide on the fracture surface
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along with an increase in the surface roughness with
increasing grain size. It is suggested that the residual
plastic deformation present along the path of a growing
crack leads to some closure of the crack surfaces

at positive valuesof Kmin' This leads to an effective
reduction of AK (ie AKeff < AK apparent) which is available
to act as a crack driving force. At higher R values the
crack remains open during the whole of the loading cycle

and the role of crack closure disappears.

In oxidising conditions, closure could lead to enhanced
corrosion debris formation within the crack tip region

by repeated breaking and compacting of the oxide. This
could cause increased contact between the crack surfaces
thereby decreasing AKeff and reducing the crack driving
force. It was suggested that the effect of a finer

grain size was to reduce roughness. The appearance of a
mismatch of striation peaks has also been shown to lead to

closure.

Further work on medium strength steels!?®, aluminium
alloysl0%, titanium!!®?, and nimonic alloys!!! has shown
a dependence of crack growth rate, at near threshold

values, on crack closure occurring at low R ratios.

The magnitude of the closure effect has been estimated
using the equation:-

- K2(1 - v2)

2E Oys
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where cys = The yield strength
E = Youngs Modulus
8 = Crack opening displacement

This equation has been found to fit well with the size

of oxide particles at the crack tip

The closure phenomena may also be used to explain the
effect of strength level on threshold. 1In higher strength
steels, smaller plastic zones are formed ahead of the crack
and therefore closure effects will be reduced, giving rise
to lower AK'threshold values, particularly at high stress
ratios. If crack closure effects are reduced, then the
amount of fretting corrosion products might also be
expected to be reduced. The effective stress intensity range
of the higher strength material will be closer to the
applied AKX giving higher crack growth rates.

and lower threshold wvalues.

1.5.4 ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF FATIGUE CRACK GROWTH

1.5.4.1 INTRODUCTION

It has been observed??, 33 that the stress intensity range,
AK, required for crack growth in &acuum is very much
greater than that required for air (Figure 30). It is
therefore important that a complete understanding of

the environmental effects in fatigue crack growth be
obtained to enable the design engineer to evaluate
requirements of components for service in other than

vacuum conditions.
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1 1.5.4.2 INFLUENCE OF MICROSTRUCTURE

Observations suggest that environments play an active role
at low growth rates?0, %6, 112 Many workers“?, 113, 6 114

have found large differences“®, 115 116 ipn pnear threshold
growth rates betwéen hydrogen containing environments and

vacuum (see Figure 31). Extensive tests carried out in

other environments (sea-water!!?7, Nitrogenl!lS, 3% NaCl37)

have also shown considerable differences.

In the intermediate growth range most workers have found
little influence of environmentl!!?, although some workers
have noted an influence in this rangell3, %!, An increase
in crack growth rates by up to a factor of 8 has Dbeen
observed in aqueous solutions and a critical frequency was

determined at which maximum environmental attack occurred

120

In vacuum little detectable influence.of R ratio on growth
is observed at low AK values“’?. Research also suggests

- that there is little influence of water vapour on growth
rates less than 107° mm/cycle in quenched and tempered
steels. However, at higher AK values some influence of

R ratio was apparent. Stewartll® has suggested that the
growth rate in an environmental species can be expressed

by a simple relationship of the form:-

da _ 1 (da +(ga) \ _ 39
dN/ Total f \dN/ evn dN/ mech ©

where f is the frequency of testing.
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Reports suggest that at 'low AK values, growth becomes
increasingly sensitive to Kmax and under these conditions
the influence of environment becomes more marked and
pon—continuunlmechanisms - cleavage, intergranular fracture

and void coalescence become operative.

Frandsen et al®, observed a transition in failure mode from
ductile transgranular fracture in vacuum to a mixed inter-
granular and transgranular mode in hydrogen. A correlation
was shown to exist between the increase in crack prop-
agation rate caused by hydrogen and the proportion of
intergranular fracture (Figure 32). The maxima correspond
to the point where the forward yield plastic zone size is

equal to the prior austenite grain size.

The appearance of the fracture surfaces at low growth rates
has indicated that cracking mode changes from ductile to
'quasi cleavage'®* and is consistent with a hydrogen
related embriftlement mechanism 1l%, growth showing a time
and maximum stress dependence analogous to stress corrosion
cracking, the change in the fracture mode being associated

with hydrogen enhancement of fatigue crack growthl?2! .

Stewart’?, working on two low alloy steels found little
influence of environment (hydrogen) at stress intensities
close to the threshold and noted that these results were
inconsistent with the hypothesis that the effect of
strength level and stress ratio on the threshold is

as a result of hydrogen embrittlement. He further

suggested that the build-up of corrosion products within
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the crack by fretting in moist environments also has a

marked effecf on AKTh values at low stress intensities.

Work on Cu-Al alloys?? suggested that the occumence of
intergranular cracking could be associated with prefer-
ential oxidation effects at the crack tip. At low crack
growth rates more time is available for preferential
oxidation to occur along grain boundaries adjacent to
the crack tip. Athigher growth rates cracks will prop-
agate more rapidly than oxidation down grain boundaries
could occur, and the incidence of intergranular facet

formation would fall.

1.5.4.3 MECHANISMS OF CRACK GROWTH IN ENVIRONMENTS

It has been proposed that the microstructural effects
observed at near threshold stress intensities (for tests
carried out in moist air2%) could be due to the presence
of hydrogen, a semi-qualitative model relating the
contribution to fatigue crack propagation from the
environmental effect of hydrogen, evolved from the crack
tip surface reactions with moist air was proposed. It was also
suggested that the observatidns of lower growth rates in
coarser grained material will be due to the diffusion of
hydrogen atoms to grain boundaries, ie - transport of
hydrogen from crack surface into the metal through the
motion of dislocations!??, 123 rather than diffusionl?l.
However, the dumping and pickup of H, at the grain
boundaries has been shown to be a fast process and is not

rate limitingl22-123
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Investigators considered that hydrogen was transported

on dislocations in Cottrell type atmospheresl2%_, The
presence of an atmosphere around a dislocation, however,
may cause a drag on the dislocation thus reducing their
mobility. The hydrogen may then be deposited at micro-
structural locations such as grain boundaries, inclusions
or microvoids. These locations may then be the critical

paths for fracture.

It was further suggested!25 that since the dislocations

are unable to travel from grain to grain, hydrogen carrying
dislocations which approach grain boundaries will deposit
their hydrogen at or near the grain boundaries where the
hydrogen atoms are picked up by mobile dislocations

emitted from sources in the adjoining grain. It is
therefore possible for dislocationsto transport hydrogen

deep into the plastic zone even at ambient temperaturel25.

The concentration of hydrogen atoms reacting at the érain
boundaries was thought to be greatest when the maximum
plastic zone size is of the order of the grain size. 1In
coarser grained structures the plastic zone size remains
small compared to the grain size until much higher stress

intensities resulting in a reduced environmental influence.

The formation of microvoids ahead of the crack tip has

been observed in ferritel2?® and the segregation of hydrogen
to the grain boundaries contributes to the formation of
cracks. The observance of the formation of secondary

cracks in the elastic-plastic zone head of the crack tip
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and theif coalescence with the primary crack8* leads to
the suggestion that crack propagation would only occur
when the local stressl?’7 exceeds that required to break
the Fe-H-Fe bond. The threshold is then a function of

this local critical stress.

Comparison of fatigue crack propagation data in air and
vacuum, for nickel based alloys!28, indicated that a
higher and more clearly defined threshold occurred in
vacuum; it was proposed that crack blunting resulted in

a rapid approach to a clearly defined threshold. Fatigue
crack propagation was observed to be reduced by slip
reversal. The effect of enviroﬁment was to retard slip
reversal by oxide pinning of the dislocations. Oxidation

also reduced rewelding of the crack surfaces on unloading.

A model proposed by Lynchl2? suggested that surface lattice
distortion could hinder the nucleation and ingress of
dislocations at the surface since dislocations moving

in the first few atomic layers would be associated with
larger than normal lattice distortions. The effect of

an environmental species present at the crack tip would be
to increase the number of neighbouring atoms, thfough
chemisorption, and reduce the surface lattice distortion,
thus facilitating dislocation activity at the crack tip.
The model indicated that chemisorption of environments
(liquid metals, aqueous, moist air etc) could therefore

be responsible for enhanced growth rates. The effect

of frequehcy can be explained on the basis of the effect-

iveness of the environment in promoting crack growth and
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is a time dependent process. .

At higher crack growth rates the environmental effects
would be expected to disappear, as indicated by a marked
reduction in the proportion of fracture occurriﬁg by an
intergranular mechanism. At high cyclic frequencies

the hydrogen atoms will no longer be able to diffuse
sufficiently rapidly to keep pace with a crack tip which

is advancing at a high rate.

Recent investigations have focused on the phenomena of
crack closure and the part played by environmental species
at low growth rates. This is more fully discussed in

section 1.5.3.7.

1.5.4.4 KINETICS OF HYDROGEN EFFECT

Investigations have suggested that the kinetics.of the
environmental effect are controlled by the diffusion

of hydrogen to the crack tip, dissociation to atomic
hydrogen at the clean metal surface adsorption into the
metal matrix and finally diffusion through the lattice to
the region of embrittlement. The rate limiting step is
variously thought to be the surface processeslsoand the

long range diffusion of hydrogenl!3!l .

Others have suggested that the controlling mechanism
may be a critical concentration of hydrogen, ie the
applied stress intensity equals the threshold when the
equilibrium concentration of hydrogen at the crack tip

achieves a critical concentration.
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1.6 THE FATIGUE CRACK GROWTH OF SILICON IRON

1.6.1 INTRODUCTION

Research on the fatigue crack growth of silicon iron,
particularly in the threshold region, is not common.
However, as a single phase system it is ideally suited

to threshold work and investigations into restricted slip

systems.

The addition of silicon to iron produces solute strength-
ening making it increasingly difficult for cross slip to
occur and restricting plastic deformation within the grains.
It has been reported18 that additions of silicon to iron
increase crack propagation rates, Figure 33, and also
result in an increasing proportion of cleavage (silicon
decreasing the fracture stress) and that a chénge from

intergranular to transgranular propagation is observed!32.

The intensive slip band formation which is characteristic
of other materials in cyclic deformation has not been
observed in silicon iron!®3 . Others have reported!3%, 135
that dislocations tend to remain on the (110) plane

rather than cross slip readily on to other types of plane
as in pure iron. This leads to an increase of fatigue
resistance, however this improvement cannot be ascribed
solely to the increased resistance to cross slip because
the yield stress of iron is also increased by the addition
of silicon, although other workers report that the yield
stress has little effect on threshold levels of silicon

iron®7.
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Earlier work on.Fe—Si single crystalsl3é 137 jindicated

that cyclic cleavage is initiated by an increase in the

rate of loading!38 ., Further investigationsl3? on the
system have shown that the crack tip opening rate is the
controlling factor in determining whether a crack pro-
pagates by a ductile or brittle mode. The critical crack
opening rate at which the fracture mode changes is
temperature dependent and an activation energy for the
initiation of cleavage has been determined. The activation
energy for dislocation glide agrees well with the activation

energy for the transition from ductile to cleavage fracture.

Gerberich et all%Y have proposed a cyclic cleavage crack
growth model based on that of Neumann!3® for crack growth
in iron and some of its alloys. It was shown that a
decrease of a factor of five in crack growth rate occurred
on a reduction of temperature from R.T to 233 K in an
iron 2% silicon alloy. The yield stress was shown to
increase from 199 to 222 MPa over this range of
temperature but it seems improbable that such a small
increase in yield stress could have such a large effect

on the growth rate.

At lower temperatures they reported a further increase in
yield stress from 222 to 370 MPa, however this did not
reduce the growth rate as might be expected. The cleavage
mode became predominant and the trend in growth rates

was reversed.

Similar behaviour was noted for Fe 2.5% Ni alloy where

47



growth rates were shown to increase by almost a factor of
30 as the temperature falls to 173 K which corresponds to

an increase in yield strength 160 to 240 MPa.

Gerberich et a2l1% noted that a 1% silicon addition to

iron decreased the ductile/brittle transition temperature
slightly while greater amounts of.silicon increase it.
Small additions of silicon produced solute softening and
therefore the yield stress is actually lower than the pure

iron at 173°K.

Neuménn et all%l stated that alternating activ ation of two
intersecting slip planes results in crack growth and showed
thatin'quasi-brittle' crack propagation in Fe-3% Si the
activatioﬁ energy for brittle érack initiation was equal

to the activation energy of dislocation motion.

The low cycle fatigue of Cu-Al polycrystalline materials

has been shown to produce 'cell substructures' ahead of

the fatigue crack. Dislocation 'bands' and 'tangles'

were observed parallel to the primary slip planes which is
indicative of the planar dislocation arrays encountered

in low stacking fault energy material. Dislocation bands
occurred at all strain ranges; slip band coarsening occurred

as the strain level was increased.

Recent work on grain orientated silicon iron!*3?® has
suggested that the appearance of cleavage facets on the
fatigue fracture surface is associated with inhomogeneous
deformation along the crack front. Results indicated a

reverse plastic displacement, almost two orders of

GR’
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magnitude larger than the growth rate and suggested that
the occurence of crack closure provided a possible

explanation.

Further work on similar materiall** indicated that crack
growth occurred by means of slip occurring at the apex of
the crack tip; slip of upper and lower slip pnlanes formed
new surfaces at the crack tip during the loading cycle,
crack closure occurred by means of reverse slip at the
apex during the unloading cycle. The deformation cycle
was found to coincide with the slip directions of the
material and deformation in the reverse direction was

found during the unloading cycle.

49



2 EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES

2.1 MATERIALS

High purity Japanese electrolytically refined iron melted
in a Scotvac vacuum furnace under an atmosphere of argon
together with small quantities of silicon was used to
obtain the desired composition. Initially twelve 5 kg
ingots were produced with silicon contents varying from

O to 4%.

A further series of four ingots were subsequently produced
containing small quantities of aluminium and nitrogen. It
was hoped to produce a fine dispersion of aluminium
-nitrides in order to produce a degree of grain boundary

pinning and retardation of grain growth.

A third series of eight ingots was produced to supplement
the first in the mechanical working and heat treatment

experiments.

2.1.1 CHEMICAL COMPOSITION

Tables 1, 2 and 3 show the chemical composition of the
three series of material respectively. Analysis was
determined using a combination of wet and X-ray analytical
techniques on samples representative of the melt. The
analysis of base materials is given in Table 4 and the
analysis of residual and tramp elements for series 3

material is given in Table 5.



2.1.2 MECHANICAL WORKING AND HEAT TREATMENTS

The cast ingots, of initial dimensions approximately 230 x
60 x 60 mm, were cropped (to remove pipe) and skimmed

to produce a surface suitable for rolling.

Conditions of plane strain at the crack tip are necessary

to achieve a uniform crack front shape during propagation.

It is known that under plane strain conditions, fatigue
cracks tunnel ahead more rapidly than under plane stress
conditions likely to be found at specimen surfaces. Only

a smail reduction was possible due to the constraint on
specimen size and therefore littleeffect of orientation might

be expected.

The cast structure in all cases was very coarse, the
central sections of the ingots being coarse equiaxed grains
up to 4 mm in diameter surrounded by columnar grains up

to 20 mm in length.

Initial hot rolling treatments from 1000°C to a finished
rolling temperature of 800°C were made to ingots ISOOB,
IS20B, IS30A, IS40A. Initially ingots were rolled with
the maximum pass permitted by the mill (up to 13%).

These treatments failed to produce the desired equiaxed
grain structure. A final grain size of 2.6 mm was achieved
in the case of ingot IS00B. The cast structure of ingot
IS20B was only partially broken up by the treatment

and little break up ©f the cast structure was



observed for ingots 1S30A and 1S40A.

The results of these experiments indicated the necessity
for a cold or warm working treatment. An attempt to roll
ingot 1S05B was made using the smallest available pass
(= 0.5%). This resulted in extensive cracking of the

ingot surface, up to 5 mm deep.

Ingot 1S20A was hot rolled at 1050°C to 30 mm in thickness
and a final 5 mm cold reduction to introduce sufficient
strain energy to facilitate a grain refining heat treat-
ment utilising this strain energy. Extensive cracking of
the billet occurred on the first pass of 7% rendering the
billet unusable. The cfacking was identified as grain

boundary decohesion.

Ingot 1S10B was rolled at 800°C employing passes of 2%.
Cracking started to occur on the third pass and the
experiment was terminated. The cracks were subsequently
removed and the ingot re-rolled at 1000°C down to 30 mm
and the final 5 mm rolled at 800°C. Again grain boundary

decohesion occurred at small passes.

Ingot 1S10A was rolled at 1000°C down to 30 mm thickness
and rolled to the finished size (25 mm) at 900°C and
produced an equiaxed grain size of 0.760 mm. The effect
of holding time on grain size was investigated to deter-
mine the presence, if any, of a critical holding time,

in the y loop, to produce grain refinement via the phase
transformation (a - y). The results are shown in Figures

34 and 35.
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The possibility of grain refinement by thermal cycling

through the o« - y - o phase change was also investigated.

Ingot 1S20A was hot rolled at 1000°C down to 30 mm and
rolled to 25 mm at 900°C and a final equiaxed grain size
of 1.2 mm produced. The material was then cycled through
the phase change up to five times, followed by an air

cool, The results are shown in Figure 36.

It was considered that the lack of any tendenéy for this
material to undergo grain refinement was due to the lack of
fine second phase particles at the grain boundaries, and
therefore no grain boundary pinning was evident. This

was compounded by the use of high rolling temperatures
required to avoid cracking during rolling. This also
precluded the utilisation of strain energy in any heat
treatment process.

TREATED
2.1.2.1 ALUMINIUM, CASTS
IA)

The addition of small quantities of aluminium poWder
together with a controlled amount of nitrogen (in
'stoicNmetric fatio) was made to two casts with a view to
forming a fine dispersion of aluminium nitrides (see Table

2) in order to facilitate grain refinement.

Ingots 1505(2)A and 1510(2)A were inititally rolled to

30 mm flat at 1000°C and a finishing temperature of 900°C.
The grain size achieved by this treatment was 1.4 mm and
1.6 mm respectively. A charpy specimen of each material

was fractured in liquid nitrogen at -196°C and examined in
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the SEM. No evidence of a fine dispersion of aluminium
nitrides was observed. Subsequent examination of thin
foils confirmed that no fine dispersion was present at the

grain boundaries.

2.1.2.2 UPSET FORGING

In view of the large grain size and the restricted amount
of deformation possible, by rolling, to achieve the
finished specimen size, it was considered that a hot
forging and rolling programme was required to obtain a
greater proportion of deformation than by rolling alone,.
A number of trials were carried out to obtain the optimum
conditions to produce a fine grain size. The final
treatment involved the upset forging, to 507 deformation,
in one pass at 1150°C followed by forging down to 27 mm
flat and a final roll pass at 900°C to the finished size

(25 mm).

Individual specimen blanks were subsequently heat treated
at a series of temperatures and times to produce a uniform,

varied grain size.

2.2, GRAIN SIZE MEASUREMENTS

Grain size measurements were made using.a mean linear
intercept techniquel“s. The method entails the measurement
of the chord length defined by the intersection of a
random straight line, by the grain boundaries on the plane

of the polish. The mean linear intercept is then defined
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as d where:-

- - 2 - 40
d n
where 2 is the length of the random line on the planar
surface, and n is the number of grain boundary inter-
sections on this line. The mean linear intercept is
clearly less than the true grain size since it includes
sectioning effects. The true mean diameter, D, is then
defined as:-
D = 1.75d - 41
The standard deviation of the mean is defined as:-

- od - 42
od = — :

v N
Where N is the number of observations made and 94 is the
standard deviation of the individual measurements. The
relative error is then given by:-
O—

o =_dd - 43
The error of the individual intercept is given by:-
E:O.'? ' - 44
g

and therefore the relative error is:-

0.7 - 45

a:

SN

The grain size was determined in three directions to ensure

that any non-uniformity of the grains was taken into
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consideration; determinations being made on broken test
specimens in each case. The results of grain size measure-

ments are given in Table 6.

2.3 TENSILE PROPERTIES

Tensile properties were obtained from test pieces of the
geometry shown in Figure 37, machined from broken fatigue
test specimens. The specimens were taken from positions
indicated on Figure 38. It was considered that the removal
of specimens from this position would negate the possibility
of any influence of prior cyclic strain. The specimens
were necessarily taken from a direction perpendicular to
the applied stress in fatigue. Any differences in tensile
pfoperties due to the influenée of orientation resulting
from such a procedure were considered small since micro-
structual evidence did not indicate the presence of any

prefered orientation effects (see section 3.10).

The tests were carried out on a 500 kg capacity Instron
universal testing machine (Model 1104). An Instron strain
gauge extensometer, attached to the specimen, was used to
obtain accurate values of proof stress. These results
together with percentage elongation, reduction in cross-
sectional area and the tensile strength are shown in

Table 7. Large discrepancies between individual specimens
from the same compact tension specimen may be as a result
of the small ratio between tensile specimen diameter and
grain size. This would result in small differences in
microstructure having a disproportionate effect on tensile

properties. These variations in the determination of
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tensile properties are also reflected in the calculation of

plastic zone sizes (see table 9).

2.4 TEST PIECE PREPARATION

A1l fatigue crack growth tests were carried out using
compact tension test pieces of a geometry shown in

Figure 38. All specimen surfaces were ground finished and
the faces metallographically polished to ensure ease of
observation. Test piece dimensions were accurately

determined before testing.
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2.5 CRACK GROWTH MEASURING TECHNIQUE

2.5.1 INTRODUCTION

The study of fatigue crack growth, and near threshold crack
growth rates in particular, requires a sensitive andaccurate
technique for monitoring such growth. The correlation of
fatigue crack growth rates with loading variables and
metallographic features requires precise experimental

procedures.

A fatigue crack growth monitoring technique must be capable

of fulfilling the following requirements:-

(i) Be capable of operation over the long term periods
necessary for threshold testing.

(ii) Not require visual accessiblity to the test piece
so that tests can be conducted under vacuum or other
environments.

(iii) Must be capable of resolving small increments of
crack growth.

(iv) Provide continuous measurement of crack length

representative of the complete test piece thickness.

A number of experimental techniques have been used including
ultrasonic and acoustic emission'*® and X ray diffraction
techniques!*’ but the DC potential drop technique best

1487151 This technique was

fits the above requirements
used in this investigation. It must be noted that this

technique provides no information about the shape of the

crack front, because the PD response is measured across
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the notch and averaged through the thickness, or any
deflection of the crack from the plane perpendicular to the

applied stress.

Essentially the technique involves passing a constant current
through a cracked test piece under load, and measuring the
potential difference across the crack. As the crack length
increases, the area of uncracked ligament decreases, its
resistance increases and the potential difference across the
crack increases. The potential increase (V) is measured;
from this and the known reference potential the crack length

to test piece width can be determined.

2.5.2 CALIBRATION OF PD TECHNIQUE

In a current carrying body a disturbance in the potential
field will exist around a discontinuity such as a crack.
This is measured as the potential difference across the
crack. If the body has homogeneous electrical properties
and the current passing and temperature are held constant
then there will be a unique relationship between the crack
length and the potential difference across the crack for a

given test peice geometry.

Calibrations may be produced theoretically, involving a
solution of Laplace's equation:-
v2(¢) =0 - 46

where Vv is the Laplacian operator ¢ is the steady electrical
potential or experimentally either by producing electrical
analogues!®® or by fatigue marking of real samples. In

this investigation an experimental technique was used and

59



is described below.

Theoretical calibrations involving a solution to Equation
42 which describes the electrical potential field in a
geometry of specific boundary conditions for a specific
test piece geometry are not easily applicable to complex
test piece geometry although finite element analysis
methods have been used!®? and compare closely with those
provided by experimental calibration for compact tension

sSpecimens.

2.5.3 EXPERIMENTAL CALIBRATION

Experimental calibrations may be made using thin foil
analogues or by fatigue marking of real specimens and are
conveniently represented in the form of variation of

potential V/Vo with dimensionless crack length a/w.

Calibration was performed on test pieces identical to

those used in threshold testing. Test piece surfaces were met-
alographically polished and marked at 1 mm intervals. As

the fatigue crack reached each successive scribe mark the

load was either raised or lowered to produce a marking on

the fracture surface corresponding to the load change.

Using this technique the position of the crack front can

be fixed with respect to the potential associated with it.

This procedure is continued until an a/w ratio of 0.75

is exceeded.

In practice this procedure did not produce a sufficiently
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well marked fracture surface, a problem which was overcome
by interrupting the tests for periods to allow a film of
oxide to form on the surface thus allowing easier ident-

ification of changes in load along the crack front.

Crack hngL measurements were averaged over values measured
at 0, 25, 50, 75, 100% of the test piece thickness. The
numerical average is taken as the characteristic crack

length for subsequent analysis.

The calibration is represented by the dimensionless plot
of the potential ratio V/Vo against dimensionless crack
length a/W. This is shown in Figure 39. A computer program

was then used to determine the best fit to the data points.

It has been shown!®®, for a number of steels, that this
calibration technique for compact tension specimens is
unique to a high degree of accuracy and is independent of
size and thickness provided that thé current lead separation
is in proportion to the test piece size. This was the case

in this investigation.

2.6 EXPERIMENTAL TEST EQUIPMENT AND TESTING PROCEDURE

All tests were carried out on a 25 kN capacity Dartec
electrohydraulic fatigue machine. The fatigue specimen is

shown connected schematically in Figure 40.

The test pieces were held at a constant temperature, to
within iO.SOC, using a West Guardian proportional tem-

~ perature controller with a heating element soldered to the
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top face of the specimen. The chromel/alumel control
thermocouple was attached to a point 2 mm from the upper
surface of the specimen to ensure thermal cycling did not
occur. The actual temperature in the region of the crack
was determined by a chromel/alumel thermocouple spot welded
to the front face 2 mm from the crack and was recorded on
either a Comark 5000 digital thermometer or a Comark 1605

electronic thermometer.

The test piece was electrically insulated from the machine
by using tufnol annuli in the loading collets. During
testing a perspex chamber surrounds the specimen to

exclude draughts. Humidity is maintained at 35% * 15%.

Soft iron wires 0.02 mm in diameter and coated in PTFE were
spot welded to the test specimen 1 mm either side of the
notch to sense the potential (the use of soft iron wires
precludes the possibility of pin heating, due to the ther-
mal emf associated with Fe/Cu junctions - 12 uV/OC,
introducing significant error). Potential wires were
twisted throughout their length to avoid magnetic field
interference. The Fe/Cu junction was embedded in an
aluminium block heat sink to ensure no temperature
difference existed between the junctions. Epoxy resin

was used to add mechanical strength to the spot welds

on iron wires and thermocouples. These detotls are

shown in Figure 41.

Because small changes in potential corresponding to small
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changes in crack growth must be accurately measured in a
signal considerably larger, the majority of the signal
must be suppressed so the more sensitive range of the
microvolt meter can be used. This was achieved using a
Time Electronics 2003S DC voltage calibrator, which
provides a controlled dc signal with an absolute accuracy
of *0.25 pV and a stability of less than 10 ppm/hr at
constant temperature and a temperature coefficient of less
than 30 ppm/oC. It was powered by batteries as a pre-

caution against earth loops.

A Keithley 155 microvoltmeter was used to measure the
remainder of the signal. The accuracy of this instrument
is #1% of full scale deflection with low term drift

(<0.5 uv/24 hrs) and noise (<0.03pV rms) characteristics.
The potential difference readings were recorded by a Servo-

scribe 1s chart recorder.

All signal leads were constructed from low noise coaxial
cable with minimum loop area to prevent pickup from

external electrical and magnetic sources.

The constant current supply was a Farnell F2111 15/30T
feedback controlled unit and ammeter providing a maximum
continuous output of 30A. This unit has low ripple and
noise and low temperature sensitivity (O.OOS%/OC)
characteristics required for long term stable operation.
To avoid heating effects the current was supplied to the
specimen via 50 amp DC rated copper cable and two copper

contacts soldered such that the ratio of current lead
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separation to test piece width was maintained at O.3.

2.7 DATA ANALYSIS

The potential difference technique described produces data
in the form of potential versus time plots. A computer
program was utilised which produces crack growth data from

the following inputs:

(1) Specimen name

(2) Material

(3) Environment

(4) Stress ratio

(5) Frequency

(6) Waveform

7) Testpiece width

(8) Testpiece thickness

(9) Load range

(10) Time interval between readings

(11) Values of V/Vo.

The output from the program is tables giving values of V/Vo,
time (mins), crack length (mm), cycles, AK, and da/dN. The
program also contains graphics facilities and plots of 'a'
against 'N' and log (da/dN) against log (AK) may be produced.
The stress intensity factors determined in the programn

are calculated from the following equations:

YP
K - max

1
max Bt
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AK - YAP - 48

BWé
where Y is the specimen compliance function
P is the load
B is the specimen breadth

W is the specimen width.

The compliance function for compact tension specimens is

given by?!?!® :-

5
Y = 29.6Ca/w)? - 185.5(a/w)% + 655.7(a/w)?

7 9
- 1017(a/w)¥ + 638.9(a/w)?

2.8 THRESHOLD TESTING

A fatigue crack was initiated from the notch using an R
ratio of 0.2 and high loads to ensure a straight crack
front. This also serves to counter the possibility of notch
effects. Crack initiation on both sides of the test

piece was observed before threshold testing commenced.

Once a growing fatigue crack had been initiated the loads
were successively reduced in increments of 10% (of the
maximum load) until no further growth could be detected

in 107 cycles®®. After each load reduction the crack was
allowed to grow for a length exceeding at least twice the
plastic zone size at that load”® . This procedure ensures
that the results are independent of stress history?!®*.
Figure 42 is a schematic example of the load reduction
sequence. Fatigue cracks were grown up to a maximum of

a/W =.O.7, the 1limit of the linear portion of the



calibration curve.

2.9 ACCURACY OF THE POTENTIAL DROP TECHNIQUE

Current and test piece temperature fluctuations result in
"a certain amount of noise and drift of the measured
potential across a crack of given length. Included in
this noise and drift is a contribution from the potential
measuring circuitry and is given in the specification of
the equipment. The cumulative effect of these sources

of error may be experimentally determined from a drift
test where the equipment is left running for 24 hours

below the fatigue threshold.

These tests were carried out at the start of every
experiment, firstly to allow the specimen temperature

and equipment to stabilize and secondly to determine the
amount of drift. These tests confirmed that the measured
potential remained constant to within #0.5puv. If it is
assumed that the total error is a simple addition of the
individual errors then the crack length may be estimated
to an absolute accuracy of about 17%. This is confirmed.;
by the measurement of known points on the fracture surface

during calibration tests.

A more complete analysis of the errors involved in this
technique is given in the literature. Druce &

Booth have confirmed that crack lengths can be estimated

to within 0.2 mm. An absolute value of crack length may

be estimated with an accuracy of 17%. This corresponds to

66



an error in the compliance function Y of #2% at a/W = 0.7.

The error in the loads P and AP, determined from the
operating manual, were within a value of *2%. Therefore
an estimate of the overall accuracy of the stress intensity

would be *4% (iex(2 + 2)).

2.10 RESIDUAL STRESS MEAURESMENTS

2.10.1 INTRODUCTION

It has been accepted for many years that stresses of
considerable magnitude may be produced by cooling metals
from high temperatures. These stresses are introduced
by a transformation of phase (from austenite to ferrite
for example) and also by temperature gradients set up in

the component.

Residual surface stresses may also be produced by grinding
155="157 and these may have a considerable effect on fatigue
compressive residual stresses are advantageous in reducing

crack growth rates.

2.10.2 RESIDUAL STRESS MEASUREMENT TECHNIQUE

The method used to determine the residual stresses was the
centre hole drilling technique. A strain gauge rosette
(see Figure 43) was mounted on the surface of the specimen
and a small hole was made in the surface through the
centre (Figure 44) of the strain gauge relieving part of
the surface residual stress produced by machining. When

the hole is made the stress existing at the edge of the
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hole is reduced to zero and the stress field around the
hole is modified. The strain gauge measurements are then

used to determine the residual stresses.

The hole in the rosette is machined by an air/alumina
powder mixture which is directed on to the surface of the
sample by an eccentrically mounted rotating jet!®®. The
technique ensured stress-free drilling. A hole 1.8-1.9 mm

deep is produced.

The residual stresses present can then be determined

from: 1°°

€. + €
LN e N S P
g2 2 K 1—VK2/K1 1+ KZ/Kl

/(€3 - e,02 + (g, - €3) - 2ezz]>

where ¢, and o0,= principle stresses

E = Young's modulus

1/K, = Constant dependent upon hole diameter
vK, /K, = Poisson's ratio

€,5€25€3 = Related strains, ie final reading minus

original reading for each of the three
strain gauges.

The direction of the most positive principal stress

measured from gauge one can be determined from:-

a = %tan—l [(El + 83) - 282} _ 51

€3 — &3

The accuracy of the technique is considered to be not

‘greater than +10%160 161

68



2.11 METALLOGRAPHY

2.11.1 OPTICAL MICROSCOPY

Initial metallographic examination and grain size deter-
minations (etched in 27% nital) were carried out on Vickers
fifty five and Carl Zeiss Ultraphot optical microscopes.
Investigation of crack profiles and microhardness deter-

minations were carried out on a Reichart (Mef) microscope.

2.11.2 ELECTRON MICROSCOPY

A Phillips 500 scanning electron microscope was used for
the majority of fracture surface examination. Little
prior preparation was required. However a number of
oxidised surfaces were gold coated tb improve conductivity.
The EDAX facility was used for examination and analysis

of inclusions.

Taking measurements from the SEM micrometer stage controls
enabled créck leﬁgths to be determined to within *C.05 mm.
By referring to the computer print-out of the test results
it was possible to collate fractographic details with

corresponding stress intensity values and growth rates.

Quantitative fractography was performed by taking fract-
ographs of the surface and tracing the elements of
transgranular, or intergranular, fracture onto a sheet

of tracing paper. The relative proportion of constituents
on the fracture surface could then be estimated using

an Optimax facility. The direct use of Fractographs for
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this purpose was discounted due to a lack of optical
contrast between trans and intergranular fracture. The
estimated accuracy of this technique for 95% confidence

limits was approximately £107%.

Thin foil examination of the area immediately ahead of the
crack was achieved by spark eroding a 3 mm column of
material along the plane of the crack. A number of discs
were then cut from the column to ensure a foil was
produced immediately ahead of the crack within the plastic
zone. Discs were ground down to O.1 mm, and polished

and thinned using a Struers unit. Thinning was carried
out using a solution of 10} perchloric acid in alocchol

at a flow rate setting of 6 and 70 volts. The tem-

perature was maintained at -40°C during the operation.

Examination of foils was made using JEOL 100 Cx and AEI
1000 KV transmission electron microscopes. The use of
the 1000 KV machine allowed the examination of thicker
sections of material which are more representative of

the bulk material.

2.12 TEXTURE DETERMINATIONS

Primary and secondary recrystallisation textures for this

material have been examined using Siemens X-ray apparatus.

Typically specimens, taken from a fractured fatigue test
piece, 25 x 20 x 5 mm were used in the etched condition.

The specimens were mounted on the goniometer and subjected
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to a to and fro movement; to improve statistical averaging
by increasing the number of grain samples, rotation about
the axis perpendicular to the specimen: and a rotation

about an orthogonal axis was also used.
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3 EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

3.1 INTRODUCTION

In order to achieve the proposed objectives of this research
several series of fatigue threshold tests have been carried
out to investigate specific metallurgical and com-

positional variables on near threshold fatigue crack growth.

Five series of high purity Japanese electrolytically

refined iron containing small quantities of silicon of
nominal value 0%, 0.5%, 1.0%, 1.5% and 2.0} were produced.
These alloys were subsequently, forged and rolled under
controlled conditions and finally heat treated to produce

a uniformly variable grain size. Details of these processes
and techniques have been described in Section 2.

Fatigue specimens for 0% and 2.07% silicon alloys were
produced from series 1 material. Specimens from materials
nominal silicon content of 0.5%, 1.0% and 1.5% were produced
from series 3 material. Examination of tables 1 and 3 show
that the composition of both materials is essentially the
same. Differences in high temperature thermomechanical
treatments of these alloys produced changes in grain size,
however, it 1is considered that the influence on fatigue

data associated with different thermomechanical treatments
is small, due to the high temperature of deformation, the
limited reductions possible and the evidence of texture

determinations.
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3.2 FATIGUE CRACK GROWTH RATE RESULTS

3.2.1 THRESHOLD GROWTH RESULTS

Load reduction fatigue threshold tests were carried out,
as described in Section 2, at a constant stress ratio of
0.2 (¥47%) and the effect of metallurgical and com-
positional variables established. In each specimen the
degree of crack front bowing was observed and in no

case did the maximum crack length exceed the minimum crack
length by more than 0.5%W. This was considered to have a

negligable effect on crack growth characteristics.

Figures 45 to 65 show the near threshold fatigue crack
growth data obtained during the experimental programme.
Figures 66 to 70 are the superimposed threshold data for
each series of alloys. It can be seen that all specimens
exhibit a sharp fall in fatigue crack propagation rates as

the threshold stress intensity, AKph, is approached.

Series 1 material, pure, iron, Figure 66, exhibits threshold
behaviour at growth rates up to 10~® mm/cycle. A sharp
transition from region B to A is observed only in the case
of specimen 1500(1)A2. AK values taken at a growth rate

of 1 x 107 mm/cycle reflect an increase in threshold
behaviour from 10.2 MNrn“B/2 to 10.8 MNm:‘s/2 with a
corresponding increase in the grain size from 195 um to

237 uym.

Series 2 material, 0.5% silicon alloys, Figure 67, again

shows the growth rate to diminish asymptotically toward
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the stress intensity axis. Values of threshold increase
3 3
from 11.9 MNm —“2 to 13.2 MNm ~“2 with corresponding

increase in the grain size from 110 pym to 276 pm.

Series 3 material 1.0% silicon alloys, Figure 68, again
shows well defined threshold values. A larger variation
in threshold AK values is observed in this case, for an
equivalent change in grain size, than for series 1 and

2 alloys. A decreasing value of threshold AK is observed
from 15.4 MNm‘s/2 to 13.7 MNm"?’/2 with a corresponding
increase in grain size from 154 pm to 292 pum. The

effect of increasing grain size producing a decrease

in the threshold AK is contrary to the effect observed

in Series 1 and 2 alloys.

Series 4 material, 1.5% silicon alloy, Figure 69, again

shows well defined values of threshold AK. The effect

of increasing grain size is, in common with series 3 alloys,

SZ
27

3
to reduce the threshold AK from 16.1 MNm"/2 to 11.1 MNm~™

for a change in grain size from 246 um to 395 pm.

Series 5 material, 2.0% silicon alloy, Figure 70 clearly indi-
cates thresholds are again present in this alloy. A strohg
effect of grain size on the threshold stress intensity

raﬁge was apparent. An increase in grain size from 395 uﬁ

to 621 um was associated with a corresponding decrease in
threshold values from 13.8 MNm"B’/2 to 9.9 MNm—%@. Table 8
shows the fatigue crack threshold AK values at threshold

for all specimens. The relationship between the fatigue
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threshold stress intensity, AKTh, and the square root of
the grain size has been found to approximate to a straight
line and the data for all specimens is plotted on Figure

71.

3.3 GRAIN SIZE AND COMPOSITIONAL EFFECTS

It is clear from a consideration of Figure 71 that as the
silicon content of the material is increased from 0 to 2%
then the slope of the line becomes increasingly positive
with each increment of silicon. At 0.5% silicon content
the grain size has a limited effect on the threshold |
behaviogr. The result of an addition of silicon is to
increase the effect of a change in grain size up to at

least 2% silicon.
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3.4 INTERMEDIATE GROWTH RESULTS

In addition to the near threshold growth results, results
have been obtained in the region where the Paris
relationship is approximately applicable. Some convergence
of growth rates was observed in most cases above 1 x 1073
mm/cycle. A sharp transition of growth rates between

regimes A and B can also be seen in a number of curves.

3.5 PLASTIC ZONE SIZES

Table 9 shows the values of the monotonic and cyclic plastic

zone sizes determined from the following equations:

W 1 [ AK 2 55
rev T Zoys
2
W =1 ( Kmax> 53
mono - -
37\ o
ys

The values of yield stress in t