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Abbreviations

A Adenine

AGRP Agouti-related protein

AN Anorexia nervosa

AP Alkaline phosphatase

ARG Arginine

ASN Asparagine

BMI Body mass index

bp base pair

C2 ' Ca”* binding fold domain

C/EBP CCAAT/enhancer binding protein

C Cytosine

cDNA complementary DNA

CHO Chinese hamster ovary cells

CK Cytokine receptor domain

CMV Cytomegalovirus

CRF Corticotrophin releasing factor

CPM Counts per minute

D' Coefficient of linkage disequilibrium
db diabetes

DEXA ' * Dual energy x-ray absorptiometry
DMEM Dulbecco's modified eagle medium
DNA ‘ Deoxyribonucleic acid

dNTP Dideoxynucleotide triphosphate
EDTA Ethylenediamine-tetraacetic acid
ELISA Enzyme linked immunosorbent assay
EMSA Electrophoretic mobility shift assay
ER Endoplasmic reticulum

ERK Extracellular factor regulated kinases
F3 Fibronectin type III domain

fa Sfary

FBS Fetal bovine serum

G Guanine

G-CSF Granulocyte-colony stimulating factor
GLN Glutamine

HCL Hydrochloric acid

HEK293 Human embryonic kidney 293 cell line
HUGO Human genome organisation

HRP Horse-radish peroxidase

I Todine

IL , Interleukin ,
IL-1ra Interleukin one receptor antagonist protein
ILIRN Interleukin one receptor antagonist gene
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RT-PCR
SDS
SNP
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Spl
SPSS
STAT

Taq

TBE
TEMED
TNF-alpha
uCi
VNTR
YAC

Janus kinase

kilobase

kilodalton

Leptin binding assay

human leptin gene

mouse leptin gene

human leptin receptor gene

mouse leptin receptor gene
Leukaemia inhibitory factor
Lipopolysaccharide

Lysine

Mitogen activated protein kinase
Magnesium chloride

messenger RNA

Sodium chloride

Sodium hydroxide

National Institutes of Health
Nanometre

Neuropeptide Y

obese

Leptin receptor

Polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis
Phosphate buffered saline
Polymerase chain reaction
Pro-opiomelanocortin

Proline

Protein tyrosine phosphatase 1B
Restriction fragment length polymorphism
Ribonucleic acid

Reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction
Sodium dodecyl sulphate

Single nucleotide polymorphism
Suppresor of cytokine signalling
Stimulatory protein 1

Statistical package of the social sciences

. Signal transducer and activator of transcription

Thymine

Thermus Aquaticus

Tris-borate EDTA buffer
N,N,N',N'-Tetramethylethylenediamine
Tumour necrosis factor alpha
MicroCuries

Variable number of tandem repeats
Yeast artificial chromosome
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